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February 

Friday 7th - Pupil Free Day

Monday 10th - Acquaintance Night 
Picnic on the oval 4:30-5:30
Meet the class teacher 5:30-6:00
Meet the specialist teacher 6-6:30
Annual General Meeting 7 - 8pm

March

Friday 7th - Principal’s tour

Wednesday 12th to Monday 24th - NAPLAN

Thursday 27th - Sports Day

April

Friday 11th - End of term 1

Monday 28th - Start of term 2
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NEWSLETTER
Principal: Tracey Bennett

Governing Council Chairperson: Vanessa Payne

Diary Dates: 

School values
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SMS ABSENCE NUMBER
0476 857 224

Please SMS by 9am

2025 Term Dates
TERM 1: 28 Jan to 11 Apr
Term 2: 28 Apr to 4 Jul

Term 3: 21 Jul to 26 Sept
Term 4: 13 Oct to 12 Dec

http://www.paringpkps.sa.edu.au/


Dear families,

Welcome to a new school year! We're excited about all the different learning
opportunities coming up in 2025. At Paringa Park Primary School, we focus
on creating a safe and inclusive space where every student can thrive. 
We're dedicated to helping all students gain the knowledge, skills, and 
abilities they need to succeed and become active, compassionate members 
of the community. We truly care about each student and are here to support
 them in reaching their full potential.

We would also like to officially welcome our new staff members, Vianna, Bobbie, Ebonie, Eva and
Georgia.

On Monday, we welcomed 56 new Reception students and their families, along with 12 children from
local, interstate, and overseas schools. We saw many excited new faces and it was fabulous to catch
up with our students continuing their education at PPPS. Our dedicated reception teachers have
tirelessly facilitated a seamless transition to school. 

Thank you to all our staff for working hard before students started school on Tuesday to make our
learning spaces welcoming and safe. Last Friday, we participated in training and development on
direct explicit instruction to ensure we're using evidence-based approaches to create and deliver
effective learning strategies.

Pupil free day Friday 7th February

On Friday 7th February we will be engaging in learning with Dr Ange Rodgers to support our teachers
link research and mathematical practice to improve our skills and confidence in the classroom.
Big childcare OSHC will be open for bookings.

Principal's Welcome
Tracey Bennett
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https://www.decd.sa.gov.au/sites-and-facilities/governing-councils


Hello and happy 2025 from the Environment Committee!

This year the committee will continue its work to convert the old Kiss ‘n Drop area on Margaret
Avenue into the Bike ‘N Drop. For those unfamiliar with this project, it aims to encourage more
students and caregivers to bike to school by providing bike racks and a waiting area for use during
pickup and drop off times. This will have a number of benefits, such as encouraging healthy lifestyles,
building stronger community connections, reducing congestion and improving air quality.
Last year we ran a very informative survey on the topic and many issues were raised. Following on
from that work, the Way2Go program have added Paringa Park to their state-wide cycling survey so
we can compare our school to others across South Australia. We are asking parents and caregivers to
complete this short survey (it only takes a minute) as this data will be used to help us seek funding
support.
 
The survey can be found here Way2Go Parent/ Carer Survey and will be open until the end of
February.
 
And finally, the City of Holdfast Bay will undertake some road safety work during the term 1 school
holidays to help us activate this area, but we will share more information on that closer to the date.
 
Thank you for your support,
 
PPPS Environment Committee

Principal’s Welcome cont...
Tracey Bennett
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Acquaintance Night and AGM - Monday, 10th February 2025

We believe that strong partnerships with families are essential for ensuring every child reaches their
full potential. We value the opportunity to connect with families in the early weeks of school and
warmly invite you to our Acquaintance Night on Monday, 10th February 2025 from 4:30pm. This
event is for families with children in Year 1 and above, as our reception families have been meeting
with their teachers this week. Please note that the Speech and Language Class will hold their
meeting concurrently with the rest of the school.
Further details about our Acquaintance Night have been emailed to families throughout the week.
We also invite all families to remain after the Acquaintance Night for our Governing Council AGM,
starting at 7:00 PM in the library and concluding by 7:45 PM. During the AGM, we will share the
school's achievements and highlights from 2024 and welcome the new 2025 Governing Council.

https://www.dit.sa.gov.au/Way2Go/home
https://apps.dit.sa.gov.au/survey/index.php/161469?lang=en
https://www.decd.sa.gov.au/sites-and-facilities/governing-councils
https://www.decd.sa.gov.au/sites-and-facilities/governing-councils


New Staff

3 1  J A N U A R Y ,  2 0 2 5 T E R M  1 :  I S S U E  1

Bobbie Beswick

Hello Everyone,

I am Bobbie Beswick, and I am thrilled to join the team here at Paringa Park
Primary School.
After 17 years of leadership experience at Glenelg Primary School, I am eager to
bring my passion and expertise directly back into the classroom. I will be
teaching Year 2 with Katie Dixon. We are loving the opportunity to work with
one another and the amazing Year 2 teachers in our team. 
I am passionate about education and excited to become a part of this wonderful
school community. 

Vianna Fasciano

Dear School Community,

It is with great excitement that I introduce myself to you as the new 
Business Manager at Paringa Park Primary. My name is Vianna Fasciano, and I am
thrilled to become a part of this vibrant school community. I look forward to 
getting to know all the students, staff, and families as we work together to 
continue building a positive and supportive environment for learning.

A little about me – I was born and raised in Port Pirie, surrounded by the energy and warmth of a big,
loud Italian family. Family is at the heart of everything I do, and I enjoy spending quality time with my
loved ones. We are all big fans of travelling near and abroad and beach walks, usually followed by a
delicious ice cream.
At home, I have a wonderful partner John, daughter Alycia, and our adorable Toy Cavoodle, Lily, who
is sure to bring a smile to anyone who meets her!
I’ve always had a passion for sports, and while I enjoy all kinds of sport, Netball holds a special place
in my heart, along with supporting my beloved Port Power in the AFL.

As I step into this role, I am eager to serve our school community with dedication, enthusiasm, and
care. Please feel free to say hello if you see me around, I’d love to meet as many of you as possible.

Vianna Fasciano

https://www.decd.sa.gov.au/sites-and-facilities/governing-councils
https://www.decd.sa.gov.au/sites-and-facilities/governing-councils


                          Welcome back for the 2025 school year. I hope everyone had a restful break and enjoyed using                     
                          maths in ‘real life’ situations.

                          Place Value Focus in Term 1 
                            “Mathematics is not about numbers, equations, computations, or algorithms: it is about understanding.” 

(William Paul Thurston) 

For the last two years we have started Term 1 with a place value focus in Years 2-6 to support students to build
a strong foundation in all aspects of this maths ‘big idea’. Place value is the second ‘Big Idea in Number’ after
Trust the Count.

This has proved to be very successful with our end of year data continuing to show fabulous growth in our Year
2-6 students place value understanding. The professional learning, time spent planning in year level groups and
reflecting on successes and challenges from 2023/2024 has led to more consistent approaches in teaching and
greater understanding for our students. We intend to extend our learning from 2024 and use the six aspects of
place value with decimals for those students who are ready.

We continue to be supported by Dr Ange Rogers from The Numeracy Teachers Academy in this work and will
start the year sharing a Pupil Free Day (Friday 7/2) at Warradale PS, with Dr Ange Rogers presenting in person.
It is a great opportunity for our schools to collaborate together and hear from the expert in real life!
Dr Ange Roger’s research has shown there are 6 aspects to place value and 4 levels of understanding. This term
the year 2-6 teachers will focus on one aspect per week, using explicit teaching, investigations, games and other
learning activities to develop deep understanding. The year 1 teachers will implement a modified version of the
place value program suitable to their year level later in the term and the reception team will start with Number
and Place Value from the Foundation curriculum. These concepts will be revisited again in Term 3.
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Maths
Margy Holland

https://www.decd.sa.gov.au/sites-and-facilities/governing-councils


Paringa Park Primary School emphasises the critical role of reading in primary
education. Our approach aligns with evidence-based and high-impact teaching
strategies, and with the Department for Education's best advice. The school focuses
on the 'Big Six' components for successful beginning reading: oral language,
phonological awareness, phonics, vocabulary, fluency, and comprehension. 
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Literacy 
Steph Burton

How does oral language contribute to reading success?
Oral language is the foundation of all literacy skills. If young children experience rich oral language by
talking with and listening to adults and other children, they will have a large ‘bank’ of spoken vocabulary,
words they understand when used in spoken communication.

Children will have heard and joined in word play and rhyming and be aware of the sounds of English.
They will be familiar with lots of different sentence types and understand how language can change in
different situations. They will understand that words have meaning, and that we use language to
communicate information, ideas, feelings and thoughts.

What can parents and caregivers do at home to encourage oral language?
Families can support children in their oral language development by providing a variety of opportunities
for children to listen and talk for different purposes.

The best ways to encourage oral language:

Talk to your child and listen responsively. Ask and answer questions.
Read aloud to your child at least once a day. Good books expose children to vocabulary and sentence
structures that they won’t hear in everyday situations. Research has shown that reading aloud to
children is a major factor in their success in learning to read at school.
Talk with your child about the books you read aloud together. Ask your child about the characters,
plot or setting; the themes and ideas raised by the book; topics they’d like to read or learn more
about as a result of reading aloud.

How does phonological awareness contribute to reading success?
Phonological awareness is the ability to hear the sounds within language. Children with good
phonological awareness can hear:

words and word spaces in language
syllables (a unit of pronunciation with one vowel sound; for example, cat has one syllable, water has
two syllables)
rhyme (two or more words with the same ending sound; for example, ring, sing, thing)
alliteration (two or more words with the same beginning sound; for example Peter Piper picked a
peck of pickled peppers)
phonemes (the individual sounds within a word; for example, dog has three phonemes, d-o-g).

Being able to hear or ‘isolate’ these sounds gives children a foundation for learning to manipulate the
sounds of sentences and words as they learn to read and spell.

https://www.decd.sa.gov.au/sites-and-facilities/governing-councils
https://www.decd.sa.gov.au/sites-and-facilities/governing-councils


3 1  J A N U A R Y  2 0 2 5 T E R M  1 :  I S S U E  1

Literacy 
Steph Burton

How can families encourage phonological awareness at home?
Read aloud books or poems with rhyming words at the end of lines or sentences. Allow children to
join in and predict the next rhyming word.
Listen for and clap with the syllables of familiar and new words, for example, jump-ing, wa-ter, ha-
ppi-ness, fab-u-lous.
Sing songs, say nursery rhymes, chants, riddles, silly poems, tongue twisters and jokes.

How does vocabulary contribute to reading success?
When children have a large ‘spoken’ vocabulary, meaning they use and understand lots of different
words, they are well placed to recognise and understand those words when they see them when
reading.

Words can be broken up into three groups, sometimes called ‘Tiers’.

Tier 1 vocabulary is the words most frequently used when speaking and writing; words like the, and, was,
some and ‘everyday’ words like dog, happy, play, go. These words are also called ‘high frequency’ or
‘sight words’ because readers will see them in lots of different texts and need to be able to recognise
them automatically, by sight. Many Tier 1 words can’t be ‘sounded out’, their spelling doesn’t directly
correspond to the way we say them; for example, was is pronounced /woz/, this is another reason they
need to be learnt ‘by sight’.

Tier 2 and Tier 3 vocabulary contains more sophisticated and subject-specific words. Children who hear
a wide range of words used in talking and reading books aloud will be better able to understand those
words when they begin to read them in books.

How can families help with vocabulary learning at home?
As with oral language, parents and caregivers can best support their children in learning vocabulary by
encouraging them to talk and listen for a range of different purposes, and reading aloud to them often.
Children learn new words by hearing them used meaningfully many times and by being encouraged to
use new words in their own talk. Other ways to support vocabulary learning include the following:

Become ‘word aware’ as you read aloud. One of the best places for children to hear new words used
meaningfully is in great children’s literature. Comment on words you know are new to your child.
What do they sound like, what could they mean, what do they remind you of?
Get your children to become ‘word detectives’ when out and about. Notice new and interesting
words on street signs, at the zoo or museum, on menus or on pamphlets.
Use a wide vocabulary when speaking to your child. Encourage children to ask the meanings of
unfamiliar words and to use new words in their own spoken communication.

(Sources: Department for Education (SA) Best Advice series ‘Big 6’. ‘The Literacy Hub’ - Australian
Government Department of Education and Education Services Australia.)

https://www.decd.sa.gov.au/sites-and-facilities/governing-councils
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Account payments
For payment of accounts our preferred method is
Qkr, or alternative options include cash sent with
your child, telephone payment or over the counter
payments Monday to Friday. If payment of any
accounts or events causes financial difficulty for your
family, please contact Vianna Fasciano or email
dl.0668.finance@schools.sa.edu.au. 

Qkr!
We encourage families to make use of the Qkr! app to
pay for most invoices and excursions, as well as
ordering uniforms and canteen lunches. Please
remember, Qkr! is not personalised. This means that
anything available for payment across the school is
visible to all users and items will not disappear once
paid. Please only pay for items relevant to your child
and only pay once per item. If you are unsure if you
have paid, you can check in the 'Activity' menu or
contact the front office. It is important that you
update your child’s class information in Qkr each
year via the 'Profiles' menu. Please ensure you have
done this before making any payments in 2025. 

School card 
For those families who may be eligible for school card
assistance, a reminder that all applications can now
be completed online via SA.GOV.AU - School Card
scheme (www.sa.gov.au) Please see the website for
more information or contact the front office for
assistance. 

Materials and services rebate
The SA Government has committed to giving families
a $200 discount on their child's public school
Materials and Services charge (school fees) for 2025.
Rebates will be applied against your 2025 school fees.
Please note, the rebate is not applicable to families
approved for School Card. 

Notices
Student supervision
Staff supervision will commence from 8:30am each day.
Classes commence at 8:45am and students who arrive
after this time need to go to the front office to sign in.
School finishes at 3:05pm and staff supervision ends at
3:25pm. Please make sure that you have made
arrangements for your child to be collected prior to this
time. If your child needs supervision outside of this time
alternative arrangements will need to be made. Big
Childcare do operate on site and provide out of school
hours care. They can be contacted by phone:
0484578682 or email: paringapark@bigchildcare.com.

Student absences
Please ensure that you notify the school if your child is
going to be absent. This can be done by sending an SMS
to 0476 857 224, by calling the front office on 8296 8904
or sending a message to your child's teacher. It is a
department requirement that all absences are explained,
so please ensure that you provide a reason for any
absences.

If your child is going to be absent from school for a
period of 5 days or more, please contact the front office
so that an exemption form be completed for this
absence. 

Late arrival and early pick up of students
If your child is late to school, please notify the school of
the reason and ensure your child comes to the front
office to be signed in and get a late slip to hand to their
teacher before going to the classroom. 

If you intend to pick up your child early, please send a
message to their teacher where possible and come to
the front office to collect your child (Please do not go
directly to their classroom). Your child will need to be
signed out by the front office staff prior to leaving the
school grounds. 

 

mailto:dl.0668.finance@schools.sa.edu.au
https://www.sa.gov.au/topics/education-and-learning/financial-help-scholarships-and-grants/school-card-scheme
https://www.sa.gov.au/topics/education-and-learning/financial-help-scholarships-and-grants/school-card-scheme
mailto:paringapark@bigchildcare.com
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Notices continued...
Car park
A reminder, for safety reasons, the staff/visitor car park is
out of bounds. We ask that parents do not use the carpark
as a thoroughfare when walking your children to and from
school. There are pedestrian gates on Bowker Street near
the crossing and on Margaret Avenue. Please note the car
park is reserved for staff only and is not to be used by
families when dropping off or collecting children at
anytime. 

We would also like to remind families that the streets
surrounding our school do have a 25km/h limit when
children are present. Please be aware of children walking
and riding near the school and be mindful of no parking
zones. Police and the Holdfast Bay Council conduct regular
patrols around all schools. Please help keep our children
safe.

Front office
The front office is open from 8:30am to 3:30pm on school
days. Students who arrive late or are being picked up early
are required to come to the front office. 

Please direct all general school enquires to
dl.0668.info@schools.sa.edu.au or for finance enquiries
dl.0668.finance@schools.sa.edu.au. This ensures that your
enquiry is directed to the appropriate staff member and can
be attended to promptly. 

Families on school grounds
Please note families are not to be on school grounds outside
of drop off and pick up times. During lesson times families
should only be on site if they have signed in at the front
office and are volunteering or here with permission from
leadership. 

Volunteers
If you are interested in volunteering at PPPS please contact
the front office for more information. For information about
the requirements, training and working with children check
that is required for people wanting to volunteer, please visit
the department’s page on volunteering. 

Hats
Per the SunSmart policy, it is a requirement that students
wear a hat when outside this term. 

Medications and care plans 
As much as possible, we encourage children to take
medication outside of school hours, eg. medication required
three times per day can be taken in the morning (before
school), afternoon (after school) and evening.

If medication needs to be taken at school, it must be kept
securely in the front office and will only be administered by
front office staff. An exception to this is ventolin puffers
which are to be kept in the classroom or the child’s bag and
can be administered under teacher supervision.
 
Children should not bring any other medications to school,
including over the counter pain relief (eg paracetamol) or
cold and flu products. 

Please check the expiry dates on any medications that need
to be held at school (including Epipens & asthma reliever
medication) as out of date medications will not be
administered to children. It is a requirement that all
medications (including puffers) are in the original packaging
with a pharmacy label including the child’s name and
dosage. All medications at school must have a medication
authority or care plan from a doctor, and a reminder that all
children with asthma (even if only mild or occasional) need
an asthma care plan. Please ensure that all care plans are up
to date and provide a copy to the front office. 

If your child’s health support needs to be changed in any
way during the year it is important that you communicate
this to the front office in a timely manner. Front office staff
are always available to discuss your child’s health care
needs at school. For more information visit Medication
management in education and care services 

Nut awareness 
PPPS is a nut aware school. We acknowledge that due to
food processing practices, it is impractical to eliminate nuts
and nut products entirely. The emphasis is therefore on
raising awareness and adopting the reasonable procedures
termed as “Nut Awareness”. 

Staff will discuss nut awareness with children and families
are requested to send food to school that does not contain
any type of nut or nut based product. Children who bring
food containing nuts will be required to eat the food away
from other children. 

We appreciate your cooperation in providing a safe school
environment for all members of our community.

https://www.education.sa.gov.au/parents-and-families/volunteering
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Community Notices
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A safety message from the City Of Holdfast Bay Community Safety Team

As students return to school, please help to keep our kids safe on the roads around school and take a moment to
observe the following information. Over the first two weeks back, Holdfast Bay will be actively educating parents,
students and the general public, during drop-off and pick-up times. 

https://www.decd.sa.gov.au/sites-and-facilities/governing-councils
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