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August
Wednesday 28 August

SEAT Environmental tour [SEAT students]
Book week performance [whole school]

Thursday 29 August
Book Week parade & coffee van at 9:00am
Aboriginal STEM Learners Congress

Friday 30 August
Aboriginal STEM Learners Congress
SAPSASA Volleyball
Coffee with friends [2:15pm-3:00pm]

September
Friday 6 September

School closure day
Monday 9 September

Mini beasts & water bugs excursion [LA 1-1, 1-2, 1-
3, 1-6 & LA 1-7 receptions]
Governing Council meeting

Friday 13 September
Coffee with friends [2:15pm-3:00pm]

Saturday 14 September
Festival of Music

Tuesday 24 September
Tea Tree Gully Heritage Museum excursion [LA 1-9
& LA 1-10]
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NEWSLETTER
Principal: Tracey Bennett

Governing Council Chairperson: Vanessa Payne

Diary Dates: 

School values
Bravery - Care

Challenge - Trust
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Dear Families,

Welcome to the halfway point of term 3. What a fabulous disco we had last Friday
night. We had over 400 students enjoy the frivolities. Many thanks go to the
Parents and Community sub committee including Erica Staude for all their
organisation. Thank you to our numerous parent helpers, including Anthony our
DJ and MC. Thank you to all the teachers that supported the disco. Special thanks
to Jamie Meredith for stepping in for me with the year 3-6 disco. We have also
had many exciting incursions, excursions, year 5 and 6 camps and many special
days. 

Principal's Welcome
Tracey Bennett

I will be taking long service leave from Monday 2 September to Friday 27 September (in weeks 7, 8, 9 and 10).
Steph Burton will be replacing me as Principal for the 4 week period. We are currently running a panel to
backfill her position. 

Staff car park
Parents are kindly asked to avoid parking in the staff car park before and after school unless absolutely
necessary. We are working on increasing the availability of staff parking spaces, as the carpark is often full.
Please park on the streets surrounding the school and walk your child via the pedestrian gates on Bowker St or
Margaret Ave. For everyone’s safety please do not walk children through the staff carpark.  We would also like to
remind all parents, staff, and visitors of the importance of keeping the disability parking area available for those
who need it. If you use a disability parking space, please ensure your permit is clearly displayed.
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Inclusive Education, Learner Engagement
and Wellbeing
Jamie Meredith

Our tribes culture continues to grow at Paringa Park Primary School. We
are in our 2nd full year having our students in tribes. Our tribe teams enable
our students to learn together about our school values in a multi-age based
environment. This allows younger students to learn from older students and
our older students learn the benefits of role modelling to their younger
peers. 

Questions have been raised about the shifting of tribes each year and why this occurs. This has been a long
standing process at PPPS and has strong merits for its continued application. Students were consulted last
year about the process of switching tribes and all students spoken to agreed it was a good idea to switch each
year. For them it revolved around keeping things different, not being stuck in the same tribe for sports day
and for some of the older students they spoke of the need to be flexible and getting to experience different
colours, songs and friendships over their time at PPPS. Students also spoke about competing against students
of the same age level.

From a practical view point Michele Burton starts the year off by selecting the most even tribes for sports day
which includes holding event practices early in term 1. This ensures that each tribe has an even number of
students that show a disposition for track events. Students are then evenly spread between the 4 tribes. 
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This then permits us to run sports day in an age group (similar to little athletics) format rather than a class
format as teams are equal in participants through age levels. This would not be possible if students stayed in
houses during their time at Paringa Park Primary. This style of sports day promotes students love of events with
students their own age and ability level and is a unique format at Paringa Park. 

We have been so proud of our students for the resilience they show and lessons they are learning through
tribes sessions. Our students embrace our PPPS culture and this is something very unique and more than a
colour on a shirt or skirt. 

Inclusive Education, Learner Engagement and Wellbeing continued...

Canberra Camp joy
On a chilly Tuesday morning in week 3, 70 students, their
families and 5 very dedicated staff woke at 3:30am to ensure
they would get to the airport on time for this year's
Canberra Camp for Year 6 students.   

It was a fun filled 4 days of action with the students flying
into Sydney at 8:30am, then taking a charter bus to
Canberra.

We saw the Sydney Opera House and did a tour inside, sat in the Parliament House and Old Parliament House,
participated in a mini election at the Electoral Education Centre, discovered Bonsai and rare plants on a
scavenger hunt at the Arboretum, discovered Australia’s inventions at the CSIRO. We took in an amazing view
from Black Mountain, Explored the world of science at Questacon, observed and drew portraits of olympians at
the Portrait Gallery and had a tour of Australian Artists at the National Art Gallery.. 

Students were well fed with bacon and eggs each day and all sorts of amazing lunch options and muffins as big
as your fist for morning tea! As a group we had a social night of tenpin bowling and the teamwork and the care
students showed for each other was fantastic. The bonds and friendships made will be memorable. 

It goes without saying that for many, if not all students this will go down as a very memorable camp and for
many the first time away from parents which was a milestone for them. Leadership would like to thank the 3
parent volunteers for coming along to support our ratios and above all thank the 4 teachers and a leader who
played teacher and parent for 4 days, while sacrificing their own families needs to make this camp happen. 

We would also like to acknowledge the financial support that we received from the PACER organisation under
the Parliament and Civics Education Rebate as they contributed $90 for each of our 70 students to attend
Canberra- $6300 which was used to lower the cost of the camp for all students. Without this contribution the
camp may not have been possible.  

Georgii Staben is in the process of organising next years trip with an expression of interest to all current year 5
students' families to ensure we have family support for next years trip. Can all year 5 families please check their
emails and complete the survey by Monday 26 August. 



The year 5’s from LA2-2 and LA 2-11 went on camp to El Shaddai in week 2, term 3. We left on Monday morning
and came back on Wednesday afternoon. El Shaddai was a great camp. Everyone had a great time.

Activities 
One of our activities at camp was reptiles where we held animals such as a murray river turtle or a giant carpet
python. Even though that was one of our activities it was far from the last because we had the giant swing,
archery and a low ropes course. The complete list of activities is:

Giant swing
Archery
Laser tag
Giant slingshots
Scavenger hunt
Rock climbing
Low ropes
Reptiles 

Free Time
There were so many things to do in our free time. There was a soccer field, a gaga ball pit and a tarzan swing.
They had a gym which had air hockey, pool tables, tons of basketballs and other equipment.

Menu
Some of the dinners we had were lasagne and chicken parmi. Our breakfast was cereal and toast with butter.
Lunches were hotdogs and pizza. For dessert we had custard tarts and pudding. The snacks we had were
muffins, cake and fruit.

Dorms
The dorms held around eight people selected by our wonderful teachers. We all got put in dorms with friends
we put on a list. 

Year 5 El Shaddai Camp
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Quotes from the campers
“I showed bravery by holding a big snake!” 

~ Oscar W

“I challenged myself by going on the giant
swing, because it was scary!” - Natalie 

“I showed care when using the equipment.” 
~ Ed

“I trusted the people in archery not to shoot
me.” ~ Chloe B

“My favourite thing was the laser tag!” 
~ Sophie T

“My favourite thing was the food!” 

Written by, Amy, Freddie, Harry M, and Oskar S



Science
Kelly Mitchell
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A total of 143 amazing scientists chose to enter into the Oliphant Science Awards for 2024, with 80 projects
being judged from Paringa Park Primary School. We had a range of entries in each category; posters,
photography, games, models & inventions, multimedia, crystal inventions, robotics and programming &
scientific writing.

I’m very excited to announce the following students as winners in their categories:

Highly Commended winners
Models and Inventions - Holly L, Goldie G & Lucy C
Posters - Boston C
Photography - Carter C

Category winners (but we will have to wait to see their results at the awards ceremony in October)
Crystals Investigation - Hayden D
Models and Inventions - Harry T (Hydraulic Arm)
Programming, Apps and Robotics - Narayanan S (The Pong Machine)
Multimedia - Kai M, Mika T & Brodie C (Volcanoes and Tornadoes) and Oliver G (Why are Kiwis not mammals?)

Congratulations to all entrants, it has been a great display of scientific thinking and creation. Also, a big
THANK YOU to Sarah and Vanessa for transporting all the projects to the Adelaide Showgrounds for judging.



Autism Inclusion
Georgii Staben

Should I get a diagnosis for my child?

I found this wonderful article online expressing a parent's journey and thinking about getting their child diagnosed
with either autism, ADHD, dyslexia or other neurodivergence conditions, taken from a retrospective diagnosed
adult . For those who may have an ‘inkling’ that their child is neurodivergent in some way and are thinking about a
possible diagnosis, we hope this helps in your journey.

As an autistic and ADHD adult, I can tell you that before I could name my neurodivergence, I knew I was
different to girls at school, to colleagues, and other mothers. Despite the love and support of my family, and
encouragement to walk my path in life, I always felt isolated in my differences. I certainly did not feel worthy of
celebration. It wasn’t until I identified and named my differences (neurodivergent, autistic, ADHD) that I found a
place I could belong, people I could connect with, and an antidote to the isolation I felt.

I can also tell you that the process of diagnosis for myself and for my children was not a positive one. Placing
our identity and knowledge of who we are at the hands of a psycholoigist or paediatrician and getting a report
that lists all of our differences as problems was really hard.

What if there’s another way? What if we totally took diagnosis out of the equation for now? I invite families who
are already far down that path of unconditional love and acceptance to consider that you can still acknowledge
and name your child’s differences. Autistic, ADHD, Dyslexic, without a diagnosis, without shame.

Without needing to use euphemisms like ‘quirky’, ‘sensitive’ or ‘indigo’. Those words have a place. They are OK.
But they might still leave your child feeling isolated in their differences, without the right words to understand
their particular way of moving and thinking and playing. Without actually seeing themselves reflected in the
children and adults around them. Our efforts to avoid using autistic, ADHD, anxious, dyslexic or neurodivergent
to save them a ‘negative label’ or a negative experience with medical professionals, can actually create shame
and isolation.
So let’s put the question of whether you should get a diagnosis for your child aside for a moment.

I know from my experience (and the experiences of many other families) that we can give our children:
Acknowledgement of their feelings of difference and struggles in the neurotypical-majority sensory and
social world;
words to name and describe the unique ways they play, communicate, move, relate and think;
community to belong where they can see and know peers like themselves and adult mentors and role
models;
celebration and pride in who they are.

And it’s a wonderful thing.

This post was originally published on Respectfully Connected. March 29, 2017
By: Briannon Lee
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http://respectfullyconnected.blogspot.com.au/search/label/Briannon%20Lee
https://researchautism.org/author-info/?author=Briannon%20Lee


Library
Anne and Caroline

Book Week update.
The shortlisted and winning books for
this year are on display in the library.
Come and check them out.

The “Maybe a Miracle” Book Week
performance will be held in the school
gym on Wednesday 28 August.

The Dress Up Parade will be in week 6
on Thursday 29 August at 9:00am in the
gym.

Niamh C. [1-10]
Lucas B. [4-2]
Kodi T. [4-4]
Austin Z. [4-1]
Lucy M.S. [1-7]
Harry M. [4-2]

Lucy C. [2-11]
Micaela M. [1-7]
Holly L. [2-11]
Zoe M. [1-5]
Otis L. [1-2]
Lenny H. [1-10]

Aleysha Z. [1-1]
Ivy H. [2-2]
Clifford W. [2-2]
Isla S. [4-4]
Otis G. [1-4]
 Lucas H. [1-9]

Charli H. [1-4]
Harry M. [2-2]
Tom A. [4-3]
Shalea S. [1-11] 3rd
Tommy P. [4-1] 5th
Chloe C. [4-1]

Time is running out to get your completed Premier's Reading
Challenge sheets in. 
They are due in by Friday 6 September. Unless there are exceptional
circumstances, forms will not be accepted after this date.

Congratulations to the following students for recently completing
the PRC challenge.
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Assembly
Affirmations
Maya M, Airlie P & Riley T [LA 1-5] ~ For showing care
by volunteering to support a class mate who was
worried about doing an oral presentation in class. They
demonstrated the task, gave supportive and targeted
feedback as well as great encouragement to help their
class mate. 

Year 5 El Shaddai students ~ For showing challenge
and bravery; getting outside their comfort zones and
completing challenges that they haven’t faced before.
For showing care to the instructors and all adults when
communicating. 

Will L [LA 2-5] ~ For representing our school in an
exceptional way. We received feedback from 2
passengers on the flight home from Canberra who were
impressed with both Will and the rest of our year 6
students.

Kyler Y [LA 1-5] ~ For supporting a class mate in maths
by making suggestions of strategies that they could try
to solve a problem. He then demonstrated how to begin
without doing the work for them.

Mavis H [LA 2-7], Jayve D [LA 2-5] & Elliette P [LA 2-11]
~ For offering without hesitation to support with
crossing duty. 

Zoe M [LA 1-5] ~ For consistently demonstrating care
for her class mates. She is a strong role model in the
class. She is always looking out for others and being a
good friend. 

*Bravery* 
*Care*

*Challenge*
* Trust*



Notices
Donations: Monrovia Liberia
Thank you to everyone that has donated school
clothes or stationery items. We are no longer
accepting donations to be sent to Monrovia.

The Environment Committee 
The Environment Committee would like to invite you
to our coffee with friends afternoon. We would like
you to take your cuppa to our Paringa Park
Community Veggie garden for our catch up on Friday
30 August from 2:15pm to 3pm. This will be an
opportunity to take a look at what's happening in the
garden and talk about ways parents can get more
involved in some garden projects! Any keen
gardeners, this coffee catch up may be for you!

From Brendan, Dani and Adam 
Environment Sub-Committee
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We need volunteers!
Can you help?

Volunteering at the school offers unique opportunities
to make meaningful community connections. It is a
rewarding experience that can have a lasting impact
on the school, and the students. Having volunteers
support our school means we can offer diverse
learning experiences like excursions, camps and
special events, which would be near impossible to do
otherwise.

Participating in school activities is an important way
to help create a more positive and engaging learning
environment for your child. Active involvement in
your child’s education shows them the importance of
education, and provides a powerful example of how to
give back to the community. It can also help create a
stronger connection between the school, families and
the community, enabling all to work together for the
benefit of the students. As a parent, you can assist in
the classroom, join school committees, and volunteer
for other activities such as fundraisers and special
events. Your involvement can also provide a unique
way to spend time with your child, as well as create a
sense of pride and accomplishment in both of you.
These are just some of the ways you can help. You
could:

help children with their reading and numeracy 
mentor students
help with a working bee
share your culture
coach a sports team
help with camps and excursions
work in the garden
be on a committee
help in the library
help with fundraising
help in the canteen

If you’re considering volunteering at Paringa Park
Primary School, don’t hesitate to reach out to the
school staff or our front office team. Whether you
have a few hours a week or just a few hours a month
to spare, your time and efforts will be greatly
appreciated by the school community. We need YOU!



Notices continued...
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Notices continued...
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PAYMENTS: 

Preferred payment method is via Qkr!
Please contact the front office for other
payment options and for any payment
queries.

Traffic Monitors:

Term 3, Week 6
Morning: Natalie, Sienna, Ivy & Eloise

Afternoon: Kingston, Sam, Charlie & Marley

Term 3, Week 7
Morning: Rachel, Indie, Kate & Charli

Afternoon: Jack, Lewis, Nam & Thomas

Term 3, Week 8
Morning: Freddie, Joe, Kaiden & Declan

Afternoon: Harry, Lucas, Ed & Oscar

Term 3, Week 9
Morning: Rachel, Indie, Goldie & Holly

Afternoon: Jasmine, Chloe, Benson & Micah

 Late payments
will not be
accepted. 

Upcoming payments: 

Materials & Services charges
Book week performance [whole school] $9.00
due by 3pm Tuesday 27 August
SAPSASA volleyball carnival [selected students]
$12.00 due by 3pm Wednesday 28 August
Mini beasts & water bugs excursion [LA 1-1, LA
1-2, LA 1-3, LA 1-6 & LA 1-7 reception students]
$32.50 due by 3pm Wednesday 4 September
Tea Tree Gully Heritage Museum excursion [LA
1-9 & LA 1-10] $23.00 due by 3pm Tuesday 10
September

Please note:
Credits are not applied automatically to
outstanding payments. If you wish to use a credit to
pay for excursions, events or uniform purchases
please contact the front office. 

2024 PUPIL FREE DAYS
TERM 3: 14 August

TERM 4: 4 December

SCHOOL CLOSURE DAY
TERM 3: 6 September

SMS ABSENCE NUMBER
0476 857 224

Please SMS by 9am

TERM DATES
2024 TERM 3: 22 Jul to 27 Sep

2024 TERM 4: 14 Oct to 13 Dec

2025 TERM 1:  28 Jan to 11 April

2025 TERM 2: 28 April to 4 July

School Information

21 Bowker Street, North Brighton SA 5048
Phone: 8296 8904
Fax: 8296 9401     
dl.0668.info@schools.sa.edu.au                     
www.paringpkps.sa.edu.au
Facebook: @paringaparkprimary
Instagram: @paringaparkprimary
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