
PRINCIPAL'S WELCOME

WORDS OF WELLBEING

MATHS

LITERACY

LIBRARY

ASSEMBLY AFFIRMATIONS

SCHOOL CROSSING MONITOR

SCIENCE

PPPS NOTICES

PPPS 70th Community Celebration meeting 
4pm - staff room

School photos

Parent coffee morning 9:00am

Festival of Music rehearsal - senior choir

SAPSASA netball & football carnival year 5 & 6

SVE Halogen conference

Governing Council meeting 7pm

SAPSASA Lacrosse

Sports Day ~ Bowker Oval

SAPSASA swimming

Pupil Free Day

Last day of term 1, school finishes at 2:05pm

March
Monday 6 March

Tuesday 7 March

Wednesday 8 March

Friday 10 March

Tuesday 14 March

Friday 17 March

Monday 20 March

Wednesday 29 March

Thursday 30 March

Friday 31 March

April
Tuesday 11 April

Friday 14 April

I N  T H I S  I S S U E :
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NEWSLETTER
Principal: Tracey Bennett

Governing Council Chairperson: Vanessa Payne

Diary Dates: 

Traffic Monitors:

Week 6
Morning: Allegra, Ruby, Siobhan & Alarah
Afternoon: Mackenzie, Lisa, Zaidi & Sasha

Week 7
Morning: Siobhan, Allegra, Hayden & Flynn
Afternoon: Lisa, Mila, Jacob & Nando

School values
Bravery - Care

Challenge - Trust

21 Bowker Street, North Brighton SA 5048     Phone: 8296 8904
dl.0668_info@schools.sa.edu.au                     Fax: 8296 9401
www.paringpkps.sa.edu.au
Facebook: @paringaparkprimary

http://www.paringpkps.sa.edu.au/


Continuing members: Jamie Christie, Essue Chai, Amber Fromm, Jeffrey King, Lucie Zweck, 
Nadia Iranmehr and Felicia Wee
Members appointed at the AGM (2 year tenure): Ryan Bowman, Martina Coffey-Greaney, 
Krishan Mitchell, Sallyann Mugford, Vanessa Payne, Shona Varnas and Bethany Zuza
Community Members: Reverend Barbara Paull-Hunt and Rachael Upton

Chairperson – Vanessa Payne
Deputy Chairperson – Lucie Zweck
Treasurer – Sallyann Mugford
Secretary – Felicia Wee

Dear Families,
 
Thank you to all the parents who attended our Annual General 
Meeting on Monday 20 February. We are very excited to once again 
have a strong parent presence who share a common understanding 
of our school improvement journey. 

The object of our Governing Council is to involve the school 
community in the governance of the school to strengthen and 
support public education in the community. We provide a forum for 
the involvement of parents and others in the school community, 
determine the educational needs of the local community, and their 
attitude towards educational developments within our school.

At PPPS we ensure that the cultural and social diversity of the community is considered, and 
particular needs are appropriately identified.

Please see below further information about our Governing Council for 2023.

Annual General Meeting (AGM)
This year at the AGM we had 8 vacancies and 8 nominations. We thank all parents who indicated 
their interest in being on Governing Council and I am pleased to inform the community that 
the Governing Council for 2023 is:

At the first Governing Council meeting, following the AGM, elections for office bearers were held. 
We congratulate the following people on being elected to these leadership positions:

Our 2023 Governing Council meetings are held on Monday nights from 7pm-9pm
 and all parents / caregivers are welcome to attend. The dates for 2023 are: 
Term 1: Week 8, 20 March
Term 2: Week 4, 22 May and week 8, 20 June
Term 3: Week 4, 14 August and week 8, 11 September 
Term 4: Week 4, 6 November and Week 8, 4 December 

Each Governing Council member is a member of one of our sub-committees as documented in 
the table overleaf. All sub-committees are open to all parents to attend. If you would like to be on 
a sub-committee, please contact Erica in the front office.

Principal's Welcome
Tracey Bennett

2023 Term Dates
TERM 1: 30 Jan to 14 Apr

TERM 2: 1 May to 7 July

TERM 3: 24 July to 29 Sept

TERM 4: 16 Oct to 15 Dec SMS ABSENCE NUMBER
0476 857 224

Please SMS by 9am 
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https://www.decd.sa.gov.au/sites-and-facilities/governing-councils


Goal 1 - Maths Goal: To increase student achievement in mathematics through developing a deeper 
understanding of place value.
Goal 2 - Writing Goal: Students use language features, text structures and literary devices for particular 
effect when writing for a specific purpose.

Growth Site Improvement Plan
Our Site Improvement Plan (SIP) for 2023 outlines the key priorities for the year in the areas of Numeracy and 
Literacy. This is only a part of our whole-school strategic plan that we use to plan, monitor and review practice 
for high performance across R-6. The SIP is a strategic plan in all South Australian government schools, 
developed by staff and which has targets set and measured by year 3 and year 5 NAPLAN results. 

Our 2 goals are: 

You can expect to hear about our collective commitment to these goals throughout the year via student goal 
setting, Seesaw, our newsletter and email correspondence.

New OSHC Provider
                                   
                                      Congratulations Big Childcare Australia!

We are delighted to announce that after an extensive selection process Big Childcare Australia have won the 
tender to provide out of school hours care for Paringa Park Primary School. Big Childcare will commence the 
service at the start of term 2 and we are the first school in South Australia that they will be working with to 
provide quality before-school, after-school and vacation care for our students. Look out over the coming weeks 
for more information about Big Childcare, their booking system and processes for a seamless start to the term. 

Camp Australia will continue to provide the OSHC service for the rest of this term and the April school holidays 
and we would like to thank them for their service over the past 6 years.
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Principal's welcome continued...



Words of Wellbeing (WOW)
Jamie Meredith

Free seminars eSafety for your kids
In a world that is overflowing with information, it is so hard for 
parents to battle screen time. The below link is for parents to sign 
up to a free online seminar for some tips, tricks and helpful advice 
on supporting a balanced and safe lifestyle for their children 
regarding online activity and screens. It is run by the eSafety 
Commission. 

eSafety webinar for parents

Parent Coffee Morning 
On Wednesday 8 March 9-9:45am we invite everyone to come along 
to a very informal meet and greet with leadership and the Chair of 
the Governing Council. 
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Maths
Annette Stagg

‘QuickSmart is amazing - it helped me in class doing multiplication and division’ 
‘I enjoyed the computer and games’ 
‘I enjoyed building a relationship with my buddy’ 
‘My minute test is now much higher’ 
‘I can now get more than five in the minute test’ 
‘QuickSmart is a great place to learn’ 
‘I can do my multiplication quicker than my brother now’ 
‘I can now help my brother with his homework’ 

This term 24 students began their journey on the QuickSmart Numeracy program for 2023. These students 
meet three times a week, in 30 minute sessions, with a buddy and a tutor. This year our tutors are Margy 
Holland, Senior Leader - Whole School Mathematics and Annette Stagg, SSO. The students focus on a number 
of facts to 12 in addition, subtraction, multiplication and division to improve their accuracy and speed. The aim 
of the program is for the students to become ‘Quick’ in their response speed and ‘Smart’ in their strategy. 

For the first time we have year 4 students participating in the program along with years 5 and 6. The students 
have been working hard to master the quick pace of each session and after two weeks on the program 18 
students have completed one fact and 8 have completed two. It’s exciting to see our new buddies celebrating 
their successes. 

We are looking forward to sharing our learning with some of our PPPS staff and in weeks 8 and 9 we will 
welcome our buddies’ parents to observe a session. 

Last year our students on the program said: 

Students on the QuickSmart Program this year will have the opportunity to become members of our 100s Club. 
Students ‘really like the pressure of providing answers to as many cards as they can in one minute’. 

Well done to all our new QuickSmart buddies. 

https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents/webinars?utm_source=swift&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=SWH_newsletter_Feb2023


Literacy
Elise Mack

How children learn to read - Part 3 decodable books
At PPPS, children in the Early Years learn to read using decodable books. Decodable books are written for 
beginning readers and contain the specific grapheme (letter) and phoneme (sound) correspondences children 
have been taught in class. Decodable books provide children with the opportunity to use their developing 
segmenting and blending skills to read words. Decodable books contain words with simple structure such as CV 
(consonant/vowel) and CVC (consonant/vowel/consonant) words, and progressively introduce more complex 
structures. These books enable children to practise the skills they are learning in the classroom and as a result 
are highly motivating for beginning readers. 
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Decodable readers, unlike predictable or repetitive levelled texts, minimise the inclusion of grapheme (letter) – 
phoneme (sound) correspondence or high frequency words children have not been taught. Decodable books 
encourage children to sound out words using decoding strategies rather than guessing from pictures or
predicting from other cues. 

Decodable books enable students to use their developing decoding skills to read connected texts. In the process 
of sounding out letters, blending sounds together and pronouncing words, students orthographically map letter 
strings that are common in written English. Over time, whole words become familiar and part of that student’s 
sight vocabulary. This enables the student to focus on comprehending the written text and become a skilled 
reader.

It is important to note that decodable books are not the only texts that are read to children. In the classroom, 
high quality children's literature that contains more complex vocabulary and sentence structure is read to 
children every day. This gives children the opportunity to hear good reading models, as well as develop the 
vocabulary and syntax that will support their reading development. It is also imperative that parents continue 
to read to their children to develop the lifelong love of reading. 

 Late payments will not 
be accepted. 

PAYMENTS: 
Preferred payment method is via Qkr! Please contact the front office for other payment 
options and for any payment queries.

Materials & Services charges
Canberra camp deposit [year 6] $100 due by Friday 10 March 3pm
SAPSASA football & netball [selected students] $5 due by Friday 10 March 3pm

Upcoming payments: 

Please note:
Credits are not applied automatically to outstanding payments. If you wish to use a credit to pay for excursions, events or uniform purchases 
please contact the front office. 



Lucas S
1-7

Jasmine T
1-5

Mila R
1-7

Grace B
1-2

Siena Z
2-11 (20)

Conan SW
1-4

Alfie C
1-3

Phoebe C
1-8

Bailey W
2-6

Library
Anne

Coming soon to a library near you! What will it be?

Stickers will be available soon too. What will they be?
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Well done to the following students who have 
completed the challenge.

Assembly 
Affirmations

Charlie L [LA 1-4] ~ For following the school values of 
care and taking on extra jobs around the class. 

Sofia T [LA 1-4] ~ For always being so thoughtful and 
considerate towards others. 

Gilad L [LA 1-4] ~ For making an extra effort with his 
school work at home.

Max C [LA 1-4] ~ For always having a positive attitude 
to his learning and consistently presenting his work to 
a high standard. 

Talia P [LA 1-4] ~ For always having a positive attitude 
to her learning and consistently presenting her work 
to a high standard. 

Josie C [LA 1-11] ~ For settling well into her new school 
and for consistently showing our school values. 

Graham M [LA 1-11] ~ For working hard at his learning 
and showing trust when having his brain breaks. 

Harry T [LA 1-11] ~ For consistently helping to keep our 
classroom tidy without being asked.

Ti L & Bailee S [LA 4-3] ~ For showing bravery and 
quickly establishing themselves as wonderful members 
of LA 4-3 and the wider Paringa Park community.

Lewis C [LA 4-3] ~ For displaying proactive 
behaviours and beginning lessons promptly. 

Austin H [LA 4-3] ~ For challenging himself to develop 
an extensive list of words containing the schwa sound. 

Willow D [LA 2-5] ~ For being kind in circle times with 
conversation. 

Sienna B [LA 2-6] ~ For being a fantastic tour guide 
for our Education Director. He was impressed by the 
way you clearly articulated our school priorities. 

Jasper V [LA 2-5] ~ For challenging himself in time 
management each day. 

Sam A [LA 2-7] ~ For the way you engaged with our 
Education Director. You were articulate and engaging 
as you talked about our school and confidently 
answered questions. 
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School Crossing 
Monitor
The SA Police Road Safety Centre is a leader in road 
safety education and contributes to a reduction in 
the frequency and severity of road trauma in South 
Australia.

Recently our year 5 and 6 students took part in 
School Crossing Monitor Training. This training is 
delivered to students aged 10 years or older, teachers 
and school volunteers who want to operate a school 
crossing or pedestrian-activated traffic lights.

This training was provided by a member of the South 
Australia Police Road Safety Centre and educated 
students on how to safely stop vehicles approaching 
a school crossing to facilitate the safe crossing of 
pedestrians. All participants will receive a certificate 
issued on behalf of the Commissioner of Police, 
authorising them to be school crossing monitors.

We ask all parents/guardians to take the time to talk 
to their children about road safety. It is important 
that all parents/guardians are good road safety role 
models and we encourage you to discuss with your 
child what they learnt from the road safety session.

For more information on school crossing monitor 
training or on road safety please visit
www.police.sa.gov.au/road-safety/resources

Science
Kelly Mitchell

Science Enquiry
This week we had a special guest, Dr Andrew 
Walters, who worked with us on our Pendulum 
Project. Andrew talked us through our investigation 
question and helped us document our predictions.

Notices

PPPS 70th Birthday committee meeting: Monday 
6 March 5pm in PPPS staffroom
School photos: Tuesday 7 March
Sports day: Thursday 30 March

Save the Date

https://www.police.sa.gov.au/road-safety/resources


Notices
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School Card

School Photos

Out of School Sports

Sports Day


