
PRINCIPAL'S WELCOME

WORDS OF WELLBEING

NOTICES

LITERACY

MATHS

LIBRARY NEWS

FESTIVAL OF MUSIC

ASSEMBLY AFFIRMATIONS

INFORMATION

NEWSLETTER
Principal: Tracey Bennett

Governing Council Chairperson: Vanessa Payne

Book Fair in the library

Book Fair in the library
Southern Cultural Immersion excursion [First 
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Traffic Monitors:

Week 2
Morning: Seb, Louis, Jake & Hamish H
Afternoon: Brooke, Angel, Ashlea & Harper

Week 3
Morning: Kyle, Levi & Lilly
Afternoon: Jess, Lucille, Eva & Alice

School values
Bravery - Care

Challenge - Trust

http://www.paringpkps.sa.edu.au/


Principal's Welcome
Tracey Bennett

Dear Families,

Welcome back to term 4. The children are very settled and keen to start 
enjoying an exciting term with many terrific learning opportunities. The 
sunshine has helped us all feel refreshed and ready for learning.

Welcome to our new students Nathan, Leo and Sophie who have started this 
term. 
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END OF YEAR CELEBRATION CONCERT

TUESDAY 6 DECEMBER 2022 [WEEK 8]

SCHOOL CLOSURE DAY

WEDNESDAY 7 DECEMBER 2022 [WEEK 8]

YEAR 6 GRADUATION

TUESDAY 13 DECEMBER 2022 [WEEK 9]

World Teachers' Day
A reminder that WORLD TEACHERS' DAY is on 
Friday 28 October. Our teachers have shown 
great resilience during challenging times to give 
our students the best future possible. We are celebrating World Teachers' Day with a 
morning tea. If you haven't already done so, I encourage you to take a minute to send 
your child’s teacher a note of gratitude for what they do for your child each day.

Hats off to teachers this World Teachers’ Day! 

Autism Inclusion Teacher
Autism Inclusion Teachers are a new, nation-leading initiative which aims to build educator understanding and 
knowledge around supporting autistic children and young people. 

Every public primary school in South Australia will appoint an Autism Inclusion Teacher. Our Autism Inclusion 
Teacher will take on the role (a half day per week or 1 day per fortnight) from term 1 2023.
It is anticipated that Autism Inclusion Teachers will first build their own teaching expertise, knowledge and 
understanding of autism through engaging in formal learning offerings and participation in the Autism Inclusion 
Teacher networks. To improve knowledge and practice across the school, Autism Inclusion Teachers will then 
be encouraged to share their learnings and resources with their colleagues to utilise in teaching autistic 
children and young people in their own classes. Visit the Department for Education website to find out more 
about improving support for autistic children and students.

Class placement process
A letter was sent home to all families regarding our class placement process for this year. Please ensure you 
have read this letter as a priority as timelines and processes will be strictly adhered to for any parent input. 

https://www.education.sa.gov.au/parents-and-families/health-and-disability-support/improving-support-children-and-students-autism


Paringa’s Got Talent
Paringa Park was very proud to reignite Paringa’s Got Talent last term, albeit on 
a very low scale to previous years. The winners were announced on the last few 
days and I will be handing out certificates for the 16 finalists this coming week 
and the winners for each year level will receive a small canteen voucher. I know many parents wanted to come 
along and support, however our student leaders wanted it to be a student-based lunch time activity and it 
proved very successful with around 60-100 students coming to watch each week. We had approximately 30 
acts who demonstrated their talents with the full support of the audience. It was just marvelous to see our 
students giving their all with no fear of failure or expectation. We will possibly run this in 2023 and I will discuss 
with students about making it parent friendly. 

Tribes Launch
This Wednesday we launched the Tribes Values Program. 
This program is building on our sports day teams and has given 
a new leadership role for our sports day captains. The 
program focuses on students being members of a tribe 
(their sports day team- which have been renamed in 
Kaurna Language with local totem animals) and 
working together to demonstrate the 4 values of 
Care, Challenge, Bravery and Trust. By showing these 
values, staff in the school can award them a tribal token, 
and these tokens build up and are tallied across the school. 
The winning tribe is announced at the end of each assembly and the winning tribe 
has a flag erected in front of the gym for the next fortnight. The tribal token 
points are also featured on our website so parents can keep a track. Our 
student tribe leaders will take their tribe after each assembly and run through their 
chant and discuss challenges for the upcoming week and ways to show our 4 values. 
The students were very excited on Wednesday to get started. Discussing this with 
your child on Fridays and how their team is going during the week would be 
fantastic. 

Words of Wellbeing (WOW)
Jamie Meredith

Mental Health Month
The month of October is Mental Health Month across the country. As we come out of a wet 
and cold winter hopefully our spirits begin to rise and our energy lifts. We will be running a 
few lunch time activities in the next few weeks and into November. It is also worth 
mentioning Mary Spence our Pastoral Care Worker is working with a number of students on 
a program called Peaceful Kids, specifically designed to bring mindfulness into children's 
lives and help them control big emotions and learn to be centred. It is a great initiative for 
our Junior Primary students. Here are some resources to use at home for Mental Health 
Month. 

Wellbeing Room Update
Over the holidays we have made a start on the Wellbeing Room. It now has a chill out corner with a teepee, a 
comfy couch, a range of fidget toys, puzzles, some mindfulness games, activities and a bit of low mood lighting 
and greenery to make it feel welcoming and settled. We will continue to add to this room in 2023 and will start 
to offer lunch time activities this year. I will be running some art sessions with Junior, Middle and Upper 
primary classes about what mental health and wellbeing means to them. The artwork will decorate the room 
and the outside walls. The use of the room will evolve over time and it is a great space for us to have at PPPS for 
when kids need a break and a reset. 
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https://mentalhealthmonth.wayahead.org.au/downloadable-resources/
https://mentalhealthmonth.wayahead.org.au/downloadable-resources/
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Words of wellbeing continued...

Attendance
Attendance is such a crucial way to support your child both 
academically and socially to grow and flourish as they get older. It is 
important that if your child is going to be away or is sick to contact us 
and let teachers know so adjustments can be made.  Over recent years 
health concerns have been at the forefront but as we start to come out 
of this now, it is vital that students are at school on time and able to 
attend a full school day with minimal disruptions. Regular lateness and 
non-attendance can take a toll and add up as is shown in the included 
graphic.

Soccer and Cricket Coordinator needed for 2023
We are in need of a soccer and cricket coordinator for 2023. If you are 
interested please email me on jamie.meredith130@schools.sa.edu.au, for without these key organisers, there will 
not be any soccer and cricket teams in 2023. 

Spring Sparks
Jamie Meredith

Now that the weather is fining up, it's often great just to get out and do some bonding activities with family. Shared 
experiences always promote great conversation, which in turn promotes strong relationships of care and trust (two 
of our tribe values). Find out more by googling.

OzAsia Festival 
20 October - 6 November
This is a must go-to for families. It is open now with the Moon Lantern art festival and the food market on the 
banks of the River Torrens in the city. I am going to take my teenagers to this one but it's great for the whole 
family. 
 

The Rat Catcher of Angor Wat
28 October - 30 October
This live drama musical is a free show as part of the Oz Asia Festival. It’s set in 2222. A group of futuristic 
overlords use robotic rats to keep citizens of Earth in line. With a dying planet to keep alive, the only hope for 
our hapless heroes is a saviour who looks decidedly feline… 

Life FM Community Festival
22 October 
This free festival is a great family day out with market stalls, a trail bag to collect goodies and lots of music and 
activities for the whole family. 

PAYMENTS: 
Preferred payment method is via Qkr! Please contact the front office for other payment 
options and for any payment queries.

 Late payments will not 
be accepted. 

Materials & Services charges
Belair cubby building excursion [LA 1-9 & LA 1-11] - $30 due by Wednesday 26 October 3pm
HASS / STEM excursion [LA 1-7 & LA 1-8] - $13 due by Thursday 10 November 3pm

Upcoming payments: 

mailto:jamie.meredith130@schools.sa.edu.au


Our annual Nature Play Day is fast approaching. We have the Nature Play 
SA team returning to run their fantastic program on Friday 4 November, 
which will include activities such as; loose parts, cubby building, 
blindfold challenge, potions & mud kitchen, clay creations, nature mask 
creation, 5-minute fire for year 5/6 students only (weather permitting) 
and mud pit.

Teachers will discuss all activities with their class. They will discuss safe 
behaviours and possible risks for all activities, so children are prepared 
for the day. Classes will have a time slot for the day (morning, midday or 
afternoon). During their allocated time children will be able to 
independently roam through all activities around the school. More 
information will be sent out by your child’s class teacher closer to the 
day. 

Some children do choose to get quite muddy on the day! Therefore, it is
suggested that all children have an adequate change of clothes. Please 
ensure that everything is labelled as their belongings are their 
responsibility. They will need gum boots or old sneakers, an old towel, 
change of clothes and plastic bag for muddy clothes.

We are looking forward to having a day out in nature! 
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Plant a Difference School Fun Run
We will be hosting our Plant a Difference Colour 
Explosion School Fun Run on Friday 11 November. All 
fundraising will be done through online donations. 
Instructions can be found in the Go Green 
Sponsorship booklet which has been sent home (1 
booklet per family). All your fundraising efforts will 
go towards purchasing science and technology 
resources to benefit all students at our school. 

We are Going Green! We have chosen to reduce our 
impact on the environment and Go Green! For every 
$20 we raise, Carbon Neutral will plant one native 
tree or coral in a biodiversity hotspot. More 
information about the Go Green initiative can be 
found in your child’s Go Green sponsorship booklet. 

Notices
Finance Information
The proposed Materials and Service Charge for 2023 
is $370. A watermarked copy of the proposed fee has 
been sent to families. We invite families to attend the 
Governing Council meeting on Monday 7 November at 
7pm where the charge for 2023 will be discussed.

All outstanding Materials and Services Charges for 
2022 (school fees) are now overdue. Governing 
Council will be advised of any outstanding debts at the 
next meeting and debt collection procedures will 
begin. Families are reminded that Materials and 
Services Charges are legally recoverable and will be 
pursued. If you wish to apply for school card, please 
complete the online form immediately as applications 
close in November.

If you are suffering any financial hardship, please 
contact either Susan or Linda as soon as possible to
discuss financial options. Thank you to all families 
who have already paid their fees. All fees are directed 
in full towards the curriculum.

Nature Play Day
The Environment Committee

https://www.sa.gov.au/topics/education-and-learning/financial-help-scholarships-and-grants/school-card-scheme


Literacy
Deb Tune

Spelling
Spelling is a process of converting the spoken word 
into the written word. Students need accurate 
spelling to help them write fluently and spelling is a 
feature of clear written communication. Accurate 
and fluent spelling helps students focus on other 
aspects of writing.

Sometimes students only write words they feel they 
can spell. They may avoid words they can’t spell 
unless they have the linguistic knowledge and 
strategies to help them spell correctly.

Learning to spell is not innate – it is a complex and 
linguistic activity and there is actually an underlying 
logic to the English writing system that is teachable.
Spelling involves understanding the alphabetic 
principle – that letters and letter patterns are used 
to represent sounds.

However, as we know and sometimes feel frustrated, 
in English, spelling is more than the process of 
simply matching individual speech sounds to letters 
due to the fact that the relationships between 
sounds and letters are not always obvious or 
consistent, and words are spelled according to their 
meaning as well as their sounds.

The 26 letters of the English alphabet can form over 
200 different combinations to spell various speech 
sounds. Spelling patterns can determine meaning 
and spelling can be determined by the origin of a 
word.
Students need support with the 4 types of linguistic 
knowledge to help them become accurate spellers.

1.  Phonological knowledge                                         
2. Orthographic knowledge
3. Morphological knowledge
4. Etymological knowledge

In the next 4 newsletters I will explore each of the 4 
types of linguistic knowledge and the connections 
between them which explains the spelling of most 
words. I hope it helps support your own 
understanding of learning to spell!

2 1  O C T O B E R ,  2 0 2 2 T E R M  4 :  I S S U E  1 7

Library News
Tracey, Deb, Anne and Caroline

The Book Fair is now open for 
business. We welcome parents, 
grandparents, carers and 
students to shop together 
before and after school (not 
open Friday afternoon). EFTPOS 
and cash payment facilities are 
available. The school receives rewards for all sales 
which can be used to obtain new books. Last day to 
purchase is next Tuesday afternoon.

Assembly 
Affirmations

Congratulations to the following students and classes 
who were acknowledged at our last assembly for 

upholding our school values. 

All students (LA 1-8): Well done on overcoming 
your challenges. Each day you continue to show 
bravery. We are really proud of you. 
Luka G (LA 2-2): Thank you for coming into our 
class to help tidy it up and sort things out.
Lewis C, Thomas E & Clifford W (LA 1-9): Thank 
you for looking after our school environment in 
your own time before school. 

ChallengeCareBravery  Trust



Maths
Beth Harris

Calendars - Hands on time puzzles
To start term 4, the year 3 classes will be investigating the concepts of 
time and money using the book "The Cow Tripped Over the Moon" by 
Tony Wilson and Laura Wood. The book is a play on the popular nursery 
rhyme, detailing the exhausting attempts that the cow had leading to her 
successful leap over the moon. It's a great read and an awesome 
resource for so many things. 

On the first page, the reader is told that the event happened on "the 
second-last Friday in June." With this information, the year 3's in LA 1-9 
were tasked to recreate the calendar month for when the event took 
place and circle the date, using only a 9x6 grid.
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As you can see, the 9 column grid really threw some of the children. This led into a great discussion about why 
calendars are laid out as they are. 

The next day, the children went back to their calendars and edited them using a coloured pen. Although many 
wanted to erase their incorrect work, we discussed how using a different colour showed their growth and 
understanding, which is much more valuable than having a "pretty" calendar. This tied in nicely with our 
current health focus on a growth mindset: learning that challenges and failures are integral parts to learning 
and development. 

After having an initial attempt at the calendar, the students soon came to realise that there was more than one 
correct answer. The question was: how many correct answers are there? How will we know we have them all? 
The children came up with different strategies to solve this puzzle. 
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2022 Term Dates

TERM 4: 17 Oct to 16 Dec

SMS ABSENCE NUMBER

0476 857 224

Please SMS by 9am

2023 Term Dates

TERM 1: 30 Jan to 14 Apr

TERM 2: 1 May to 7 July

TERM 3: 24 July to 29 Sept

TERM 4: 16 Oct to 15 Dec


