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Principal's Welcome
Tracey Bennett

Dear Families,
Staff changes for term 2
Thank you to Elise Mack who has been a valued member of our leadership
team for term 3. She has done an amazing job of providing continuity of
learning, leading literacy across the school and has been an integral part of
our orientation to school program.
Thank you to Dee Davis who has supported the children in LA 1-1 during
term 3. Dee has provided consistency and care to all the children. We are
very lucky to have not only dedicated teachers but a dedicated pool of
temporary staff who are willing to step in at anytime to support the needs of
the school.
We welcome Deb Tune back in term 4 on Monday to Wednesday in a
leadership capacity. Lillie Gepp will continue in her role as a Reception
teacher in LA 1-2.
Enrolment interviews
This week and next week Elise, Margy, Jamie and I have been conducting enrolment interviews with all parents
of children who are starting reception at the beginning of 2023. These have been a wonderful opportunity for us
to get to know each child and their family, gather information about each child’s development, learning and
interests, provide information about our Orientation to School program and answer any questions families may
have. This process is embedded in the Principles of Effective Transition and our school values of Care and Trust
and is a reflection of the importance we place on building partnerships with our families. The feedback from
families so far has been very positive.
Class placement process
This year we are again using an online program called Class Creator to balance our classes using information
provided by teachers via an online survey process, and from children's individual survey forms. Class creator
uses data from these surveys to create classes balanced by gender, class size, behaviour, academics and social
issues. We have full control to review our classes over 2-3 weeks once all the data has been entered prior to
classes being finalised. We will spend significant time in considering our class structures for next year, which is
based on our predicted enrolments.
Our Personnel Advisory Committee will be meeting next Thursday to finalise our class structure for 2023. There
will be a mixture of straight and composite classes, based on enrolment numbers at various year levels.
Parents will receive further information early in term 4 about the process.
We acknowledge the school community for their trust of our professionals in making the best judgements about
2023 placements for each child.
Nature Play Day
We are planning a fabulous day on Friday 4 November celebrating Nature Play Day. We will have a variety of
activities run by Nature Play SA. These including cubby building, blindfold challenge, potions & mud kitchen,
clay creatures and a 5 minute fire (for year 5 & 6 children only). There is also the very popular mud pit!
More information will be communicated early next term by class teachers. To be prepared you might want to
check if you have any gumboots, old shoes or old clothes handy that the children can wear on the day.
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Words of Wellbeing (WOW)
Jamie Meredith

Inclusion Forum
Currently there are some changes starting to occur with Inclusive Education
and how we are funding students with verified learning needs. It has been a
space that has been under the microscope for a few years. In November I
will attend a round table forum with the Education Department Chief
Executive to brainstorm better ways to give our kids what they need to
access learning.
On Wednesday night I held a parent forum to get our parents' perspectives of inclusive education at PPPS as
we are constantly seeking to make improvements to the way we do things. It was a great turn out with 12
parents coming along and 3 more providing input to the process via email. Next term I will share the results of
this forum via the newsletter. There are definitely some areas that we can look to improve and develop to
ensure all students at PPPS can access the curriculum. Thank you to everyone who was involved in the process.
Kelly Sports and PPPS Sports
We had a special Out of School Sports meeting to listen to Ian Barnes, owner
of Kelly Sports in SA to hear how our current system could benefit from
having Kelly Sports on board. We had a lot of information to take in and
between coordinators it seemed that we may engage with Kelly Sports to run
the administration of our schools sports, but this has yet to be decided and a
few questions to be asked. A decision will be made in early term 4 after some
consultation. The purpose of this meeting with Kelly Sports was to
understand how we might lighten the load of our volunteer parents and
ensure we have coaches and coordinators for 2023 to ensure we can offer a
full range of sports.
Soccer Coordinator for 2022
Next year we are in need of a soccer coordinator to enable
our teams to play in term 2. Soccer is a very popular sport
at PPPS and it is crucial that we have a parent to facilitate
our soccer program. A big thank you to Rhiannon Sczesny
who has been in this role this year. She has put in a lot of
effort to ensure soccer has been up and running and we
thank her for this. Without a coordinator soccer cannot
run in 2023. Please contact me if you are interested.
jamie.meredith130@schools.sa.edu.au

Casual day
Casual day is on the last day of term ~ Friday 30 September. We are supporting
Madame Ellison (our Middle and Upper Primary French Teacher) and her walk for
Beyond Blue. So on Friday next week as a strategy to ensure we all have great mental
health we are asking students to dress up in their active clothes that bring them joy.
This could be a dance outfit, footy / basketball / cricket / soccer clothes, basically
anything that helps them be active, because an active mind and body can do wonders
for our mental health. If you can please ensure you support this cause with a donation
of 1, 2 or even 3 gold coins that would be amazing.
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Spring Sparks
Jamie Meredith

Things to do this spring with the family to promote conversation, reflection, unity and just having fun as a family!
Find out more by googling.
Markets are on everywhere!
Willunga Markets are on each Saturday, Adelaide Hills Farmers markets are on Saturday too and the
Showgrounds, Freeling and Henley Square markets are on this Sunday. Give your kids $10 and see what they
can spend it on. Some great conversations will follow I promise! A great budgeting exercise in mathematics too.
Fleurieu Spring Fair
Saturday 1 October
Food stalls, games and activities, entertainment and produce from the best the coast has to offer.
STEM mania
Tuesday 4 October
An afternoon of construction and curious exploration of all things science related for kids of all ages. Liquid
Nitrogen, Dinosaur and Wildlife Shows from Nitro Nat, Professor Flint and Animal Recovery and Education
complement a day of hands-on science fun with Questacon exhibits, rocket making and launching, bridge
building, marshmallow and spaghetti tower challenges and an electric circuit challenge. Will Bugs n Slugs be
there? Of course! No Science Collective event would ever be complete without the Slime Bar, guaranteed to
ensure that every child can take home their very own (non-messy) slime creation.

Notices
2023 Materials & Services Charges
The proposed Materials & Services Charge for 2023 is
$370. A watermarked copy of the proposed fee is
attached to this newsletter. We invite families to
attend the Governing Council meeting on Monday 7
November at 7pm where the charge for 2023 will be
discussed.
Hats
Just a reminder that hats are required in term 1, term
3 and term 4 and during Term 2 when the UV rating is
3 or above. So please ensure that you child has a
bucket or legionnaire style hat to wear during recess
and lunch every day. Unfortunately if your child does
not have a hat they will need to play in the shaded
areas of the school.

Plant a Difference School Fun Run
We will be hosting our Colour Explosion School Fun
Run on Friday 11 November. This will be a student
only event. Next week a Go Green Sponsorship
booklet will be sent home with your child which will
provide further information on the fundraising
process.
We are Going Green! We have chosen to reduce our
impact on the environment and Go Green! For every
$15 we raise, Carbon Neutral will plant one native
tree or shrub in a biodiversity hotspot. More
information about the Go Green initiative can be
found in your child’s Go Green sponsorship booklet.
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Literacy
Elise Mack
Building children's vocabulary is important. In order
for children to be successful at school they need to
be able to understand and use a wide variety of
words. For example, to progress with reading,
children need to understand the words they have
read. When writing, children need a wide and varied
vocabulary to effectively express their ideas. In
subjects such as maths and science they need a deep
understanding of content specific vocabulary in
order to engage with the subject material. Similarly,
an extensive vocabulary allows children to
effectively communicate their thoughts, feelings and
opinions with teachers and peers alike.
Children learn new words by:
Hearing a word over and over.
Hearing words spoken by the important people
in their lives: Mum, Dad, siblings, grandparents.
Hearing words in a meaningful context – during
conversation at dinner, in the car, while playing
and while reading.
It is important to rephrase and extend your child's
words, ask a clarifying question (tell me more about
the dog you saw?), model more complex vocabulary
or sentence structure (yes, I see the tall skyscraper
you built with lots of windows), and ask open-ended
questions.
Building your child's vocabulary does NOT require
anything special. You do not need an App or a costly
gadget. Rather it requires the time to talk and
engage with your child.
Have a go at adding ‘Word Games’ into your daily
routine.
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Big Brain: ‘Big brain’ is a variation on ‘I spy’ but rather
than seeing something you need to think of an object
and the letter it starts with. Great for playing when
you are waiting somewhere. For instance: ‘I think
with my big brain something that is cold starts with
an “I”.’
Build a story: One person starts a made-up story
with one sentence, such as ‘Once upon a time an
enormous giant was sleeping when . . .’ Other players
then take turns to build on the story one sentence at
a time. This is great to play in a group but is also fun
when there are just two of you. Get creative and see
what twists and turns you can add to your story. Add
as much exciting vocabulary as you can.
Password: Write down on pieces of paper a range of
words. They might be related to what your child is
learning in school or any words that they are familiar
with. Place all the words in a ‘hat’. Each person takes
a turn at taking out words from the hat. The
challenge is to describe the word without using it at
all. For instance: for ‘Africa’ you can say it is a
continent, giraffes live there, and you would find the
River Nile there. Remember you can’t say ‘Africa’ in
the clue.
Word associations: One player starts by saying a
word. The next player says a word that is related to
the first word. It can be related in any way. If another
player cannot see how the words are related, they
can challenge, and the connection needs to be
explained. Keep going until a word is repeated or a
connection cannot be explained. Here is an example:
Egypt – Mummy – Dad – beard – Santa Claus –
Christmas – trees – leaves.
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Maths
Margy Holland
Primary Mathematics Extension Group (ASMS)
This year three of our students attended the Primary Mathematics extension group hosted by the Australian
Science and Mathematics School (ASMS). It involved attending two after school sessions and another afternoon
to showcase their work during the ASMS International Science Fair Expo. The students explored the theme of
‘Art in Mathematics: Beauty through numbers’.
Congratulations to Lucille T, Amos M and Seb S for taking part in this program. Next year we hope to have more
students participating in this program. Read all about it from the students involved.
Lucille
I was one of the students who went to the ASMS. I chose to investigate the Golden Ratio / Fibonacci Sequence.
Going to the ASMS was an amazing opportunity. I would recommend this as you get to learn about some
amazing things in maths and science.
Seb and Amos
A few months ago we decided that we should go to this
maths after school learning program because we love
maths. At the start we were wondering what would
happen on the first day. We were both very excited to
go, when we arrived it was better than what we
thought it was so much fun so we went there for all
three lessons. This is what happened throughout the
maths program and what we thought about it.
It was a lot of fun to learn about the fibonacci sequence
and going to the other cool activities and then we
needed to submit a question about maths before the
second day. The second day we submitted our question
about the mathematics behind MC Escher's artwork,
word carvings and optical illusions, we went to the rest
of the activities that we didn’t get to do, then we had to
submit a poster before the third day. On the third day
we found our poster in the presenting room and stood
around it. Anyone who was interested could come over
and we’d give a speech about our poster and teach
them how to make a free Mobius Strip and we also let
them keep it.
After the presentation time, we went to the certificate hall and got our certificates. Our favourite part of doing
the activity was making the poster because we got to make mobius strips out of paper and research Escher’s
art. The poster showing also went well because we were very popular because we gave free mobius strips to
other people. Overall, the poster was a huge success, and we think that we both did really well to make the
poster. We thought that the poster project was really fun and is a good way to learn maths, presenting and
other subjects.
We both encourage you to join the maths learning program, It's lots of fun. We loved everything about it. The
rating we give it is a 5/5.
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Maths
Georgii Staben
Volume Vs Capacity Task
This week the Year 6’s in LA 2-5 and LA 2-6 have been learning about volume and capacity.
Using a typical muesli / LCM box, we measured the
capacity of the box vs the volume of the bars in the
box. Let’s just say, in most cases, you could fit
another 4 -5 bars in! The students challenge was to
recreate the muesli box with the capacity to fit the
volume of the bars, nice and snug.
Students used the measurements of 1 bar to work
out the capacity of their new box. This visually and
mathematically was very challenging for some.
Students then had to draw a net diagram of their box
and create a new box.

Adric making his new box
based on their
measurements of 1 bar.

Asha has just tested her
new design with great
success!

Alessia problem solving her net diagram
with her new measurements.

This was a very challenging task for all students, with great
learning along the way. Even those who came close, but did not
quite get to the right capacity to fill the volume of the bars could
reflect on where they made mistakes and could articulate what
they would do differently next time.
Well done to all the students. They showed great persistence
and problem solving!

Fabian’s successful completion of his
new capacity box! Nice and snug.
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Library News
Tracey, Deb, Anne and Caroline
In the first and second week of next term, the Scholastic Book Fair will
be in the library. The opening times will be as follows:
Wednesday 19 October 3:05pm - 3:25pm
Thursday 20 October 8:30am - 8:45am and 3:05pm - 3:25pm
Friday 21 October 8:30am - 8:45am
Monday 24 October 8:30am - 8:45am and 3:05pm - 3:25pm
Tuesday 25 October 8:30am - 8:45am and 3:05pm - 3:25pm
Last year, due to COVID protocols, we used a “wish list” and online
payment system but as those restrictions are no longer in place, we
welcome parents and students to shop together at the specified
times.
EFTPOS and cash payment facilities will be available. A sample flyer will be sent home next week which has a
few titles that may be purchased online and then the completed form is returned to the library so the books can
be collected.

The Reading Challenge has finished. Here are our final challengers.

Lilly H.
2-6

Ella D.
2-6

Kai M.
1-4 [3rd]

Well done to everyone who completed the challenge this year. Certificates and medals for the Challenge will
arrive next term.

PAYMENTS:
Preferred payment method is via Qkr! Please contact the front office for other payment
options and for any payment queries.

Late payments will not

be accepted.
Upcoming payments:
Materials & Services charges
Belair cubby building excursion [LA 1-9 & LA 1-11] - $30 due by Wednesday 26 October 3pm

Please note:
Credits are not applied automatically to outstanding payments. If you wish to use a credit to pay for
excursions, events or uniform purchases please contact the front office.
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Festival of Music
On Saturday 17 September 42 students performed on stage at the Adelaide Festival Theatre as part of the Public
Primary Schools Festival of Music. Our school was also represented by Portia G who was part of the troupe and
Isla who was part of the orchestra ensembles.
The Primary Schools Festival of Music, an official state icon and custodian of an iconic South Australian
tradition, engages students in artistic excellence, cultural diversity and social inclusion through performance in
Music and the Arts.
This year the Festival’s 9 concerts feature year 5 and 6 students. To commemorate this significant change,
Annie Kwok wrote the song “Who Knows?”.
This year, Dan Walker was commissioned to compose a set of four songs entitled “The Space Between Us”. It is
not just about the space that exists above our heads, but the space all around us.
During the concerts there were a number of guest artists from public primary and secondary schools, other
choir items that presented different musical genre, and two pieces that specifically showcased the talents of
the orchestra.
It was a spectacular event that our students enjoyed being a part of.
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Assembly Affirmations

Congratulations to the following students and classes who were acknowledged at our
last assembly for upholding our school values.
All students (LA 2-5 & LA 2-6):
Congratulations for persisting with a
maths challenge until it was complete.
They even asked their teachers to
continue doing maths instead of
switching to another learning area.
Great maths mindsets!
All students from Paringa's Got Talent:
Well done on showing bravery to
perform a skill that you are pretty
awesome at and challenging yourself to
stand up in front of your peers. We have
had singing, dancing, soccer skills,
skipping, comedy and magic shows over
the last 3 weeks. We have some amazing
talent at Paringa Park Primary. Well
done to all of you.
Graham M (LA 1-5): Confidently
speaking at assembly and memorising
his lines even though he initially found
this difficult.
Emma H (LA 1-5): Looking out for
others in the class and going the 'extra
mile' to ensure everyone knows what to
do.
Zoe J (LA 1-5): Being adaptable with
her lines for assembly and being willing
to share the spotlight with another class
member.

Norah H (LA 1-8): Well done for
showing bravery. Your piano
performance for Paringa's Got Talent
was outstanding. You have a true
talent!
Jeremy C (LA 1-8): Well done for
showing bravery and challenge when
you gave your Power of Speech talk at
Parliament House in Canberra. This
was a very significant time in your life
and we are very proud of you.
Amelia B (LA 1-8): Thank you for
always showing care to the students in
your class. You always welcome others
to join your group and you are very
thoughtful.
Taylor W (LA 1-9): Well done for
challenging yourself to write a
chocolate report. You have really tried
to make your writing informative and
interesting for your reader.
Gemma D (LA 1-9): For challenging
herself to master different division
methods. She has even asked for extra
challenges! Great job.

Challenge
Trust

Care

Bravery
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