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Principal's Welcome
Tracey Bennett

Dear Families,
Last term we welcomed all families to connect with classroom teachers to
better understand ways parents can be involved in their child's education.
We sent out a Microsoft form in the Term 2, Issue 10 newsletter to gain a
deeper understanding of what our parent community think are the
strengths of Paringa Park and how we can make our school even better.
At this coming Monday night's Governing Council meeting I will be sharing
the results of the survey and will work with our members to address some of
the main issues.
Please find below a snapshot of the 50 responses we received. I would like to
acknowledge the work of Emma, one of our fabulous School Service
Officers, for collating the information to present to Governing Council.
Emma has been integral in revamping our newsletter this year and we are
very proud of her contribution to our school.
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Pupil Free Day
Margy Holland

On Monday our Pupil Free Day was focused on Progressive Achievement Testing (PAT). The PAT tests are an
online reading comprehension and maths assessments aligned to the Australian Curriculum. The tests are
administered each year and provide teachers with information about the learning strengths and needs of their
students. Each year students in years 1-6 complete both the reading (PAT-R) and the maths (PAT-M) tests for
their year level. Testing for year 3-6 classes started this week and the year 1-2 classes will complete the tests
early next term.
The PAT Project Officers from the Literacy and Numeracy Assessment and Improvement Team came out and ran
the day. The PAT platform has many online tools to support teaching and learning and there are different ways
to analyse the data, which the PAT Team spent time sharing with us. It was an informative and interesting day
and great timing with our PAT testing cycle just starting. Thanks to Lorretta Robertson and Maria Appelt for
sharing their expertise.
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Words of Wellbeing (WOW)
Jamie Meredith

Parent Forum- Inclusive Education at Paringa Park Primary-Wed September 21st at 5pm
All parents of students with an identified learning difficulty are invited to this forum on Wednesday 21
September at 5pm. The purpose is to look at what we have been doing well and what initiatives we could put in
place to better support our students with learning needs in 2023. We will have a structured forum in the hour
together with a focus on brainstorming. In the session we will share our current responses and process,
including the results of a recent audit by the Inclusive Education Team. We want to make the most of our
efforts to support and lift our students.
If you would like to attend and haven't already let us know, please email me so we can ensure we have a room
suitable for the forum - which at this stage will be in the Library, unless numbers explode!
Jamie.Meredith130@schools.sa.edu.au
Reporting and Bystander behaviour
Recently we have been unpacking some behaviours from our year 5 and year
6 students around bystander behaviour, despite our best efforts to expose
our students to the implications of this via the Sammy D Foundation.
For many students this age, they understand what they see in the yard is
wrong, understand it clashes with their core values and know they should do
something, but feel paralysed to act based on what others will say about them
in their friendship circle and the threat of isolation from their friends if they
speak up against them.
It is a vicious cycle that ultimately breeds a negative culture among students and discourages them to speak
their mind and tell the truth. This has been evident in single sex circle time chats that I have been running with
teachers and students.
The research around bystander behaviour has been proven to emanate from children as young as 5, where they
attribute helping another in trouble as a low reward task. Certainly the students I have spoken to have carried
this through to 10-11 years of age through no fault of their own. As a society we are often scared to get involved
and support those in need.
BUT we can change this through conversation, supporting our children and taking advantage of technology.
Conversations with our kids about daily events, supporting them to be truthful and giving them confidence that
speaking up on what they perceive as wrong is very important, without fear of retribution at home even if they
are involved in an incident. Talking through mistakes and reflecting is important along with supporting them to
move beyond this at school and at home. We need to make sure our kids understand that children at this age
forgive and forget and that reporting an incident to a teacher is a priority. This has advantages for them long
term in shaping school culture and supporting them when they are in need. At home, promoting that helping
culture and rewarding it from an early age is the key. After all, biologically we are given a chemical reward in
our brain every time we help out another human.
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At Paringa Park we have the online portal (https://paringpkps.sa.edu.au/student-behaviour-portal/) to report
harassing and bullying behaviour. Many schools are using similar portals now so students can anonymously
report incidents. In the next few weeks I will be promoting this again in each class from year 4-6. The report
students make on this goes directly to a leadership person to follow up within 24-48 hours. Parents in reception
to year 3 can also report from home if they come across an incident from their child.
Let's give our students the confidence to stand up, even if they make a mistake.

Spring Connectors
Jamie Meredith

Family friendly events in Adelaide that can help you connect with your family and have a shared experience
together to build memories. Just google to find out more.
Walk together where we belonging
Saturday September 10 at 1pm - 3pm
Victoria Square
This mini festival is a celebration of who we are and that we come together to belong together regardless of
race, culture or faith. There are food trucks, games and activities for kids, dance performances and speeches.
City to Bay Fun Run is Back
September 18
It has been a few years since this iconic event has been put back on our calendars. There are lots of options to
do this event for the family and the atmosphere down at The Bay on the Sunday of the event will be fantastic.
Superhero School Holidays camp
October 11 -14
This school holidays, Mylor Camp is running an overnight camp for students with the theme “find your inner
superhero”. It involves a whole host of adventures including the giant swing, archery, flying fox and team
building games. It is a great way to build independence and self confidence in a controlled setting.
Mylor-adventure-camp#-holiday-program

PAYMENTS:
Preferred payment method is via Qkr! Please contact the front office for other payment
options and for any payment queries.
Upcoming payments:
Materials & Services charges

Late payments will not
be accepted.

Please note:
Credits are not applied automatically to outstanding payments. If you wish to use a credit to pay for
excursions, events or uniform purchases please contact the front office.
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Maths
Eleanor Freeth
Fractions
In LA2-11 the year 5s have been exploring fractions. We recently conducted a survey into students' favourites
then used a range of manipulatives to explore the link between fractions and percentages, strip graphs, circle
graphs and pie charts.
Students used the data from a survey they conducted on favourites to record fractions.

Then they transferred the fraction
information onto a strip of
cardboard to create strip graphs.
This strip represented the total
length of the columns on the graph.

The next step was to curve the strip around to make a circle with the divisions on the outside. This allowed
students to create a pie graph by drawing segments from the strip circle.

Finally, students place a 100bead string around the pie
chart to make percentages
appear.

The students' engagement was high with lots of participation, discussion and cooperation needed to complete
the investigation. It also prompted conversations around what the figures mean - what percentage of students
prefer the colour blue to yellow?
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Literacy
Elise Mack
This term our Reception teachers have worked 1:1
with Speech Pathologist, Anna Neck, to explicitly
teach Tier 2 vocabulary in the classroom. The
educators are using a STAR model to Select, Teach,
Activate and Review vocabulary.
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Activate - In order for children to remember and
understand a word it needs to be “activated”. This is
achieved through a range of activation activities
which require children to think deeply about a word.
For example:

Here is a snapshot of the learning in Reception.
Select - Children are introduced to 10 Tier 2
vocabulary words.

Teach - Children are introduced to the new word
along with a visual. The word is simply defined and
used in a sentence. The teacher provides synonyms
for the word to deepen children's understanding.
The children then explore a range of phonology
activities. For example, What sound does it start
with? How many syllables in the word? What rhymes
with the word? Children then act out the word or do
a sign or gesture to represent the word.
Teachers also ensure to model using the word in
context throughout the week.

Review - Children review these words over the week
and are encouraged to use them at home. Reviewing
and repeating words supports children in adding the
words into their long term memory. These words are
then incorporated into future lessons and embedded
into the vocabulary of the classroom.
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Notices
LOST PROPERTY UPDATE
The lost property situation outside LA 1-11 had gotten
completely out of hand. There were almost 150 items on
the shelves or on the floor of the corridor that had been
found around the school. This situation has been fixed by
returning items to their owners, and recycling or reselling
the remaining things. The total value of the lost items,
when purchased as new, was almost $3000. Children
received a reminder to look after their belongings and to
check the lost property for items they may have
temporarily misplaced.

Item

Amount

Cost
per
item

Total Value

Jumper

36

$40.00

$1,440.00

Rugby tops

11

$55.00

$605.00

Hats

16

$9.00

$144.00

Beanies

3

$15.00

$45.00

Drink bottles

50

$12.00

$600.00

Miscellaneou
s

28

Total
value

$2,834.00

2023 Enrolments
We have started planning for 2023. It is
important that we are aware of any students
that may be leaving us this year. If you have a
child, other than a year 6 student and are
planning on leaving, can you please ensure that
you notify the front office. We also would like
to know of any students who may be interested
in enrolling at PPPS for next year. If you know
of someone, and they haven't already made
contact with us, can you please encourage
them to do so.

Power of Speech
On Thursday 8 September, our year 2 student
Jeremy was at Parliament in Canberra,
accompanied by his family and Nicola from Can
Do 4 kids. Jeremy was invited to speak to the
Prime Minister and all of the members of
Parliament at the Power of Speech 2022.
Jeremy spoke about his journey living with
profound deafness and having Cochlear
implants. His speech was entertaining, and it
told the story of his life and the challenges that
it brings.
Jeremy is a problem solver and works through
these challenges, he definitely displays our
school values. He is a great kid, we are very
proud of him, and thankful that he comes to
our school.
Well done Jeremy, your speech was amazing!
It is very exciting that he has received the
Prime Minister's Courage Award. The 2022
Power of Speech can be viewed here.
Annette Reid
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French
Bronte Ellison
Bonjour,
This term in French the Middle Primary classes have been learning about different greetings through poetry
and have each written their own poem in French. Here are some examples of their work:

Library News
Tracey, Deb, Anne and Caroline

The Premier’s Reading Challenge has now finished for
2022. Well done to everyone who participated.
Congratulations to the following children for their
recent completion of the challenge.

Emma H.
1-5

Shalea S.
1-4 [2nd]

Radin A.
1-8 [3rd]

Olivia T.
4-1

Ruby C.
4-1

Seb B.
1-4 [4th]

Brianna N.
1-4

Charlie B.
1-2

Oliver G.
1-11

Lucas B.
1-11

Imogen D.
1-7

Amelia D.
4-1

Nathan G.
4-3

Siobhan C.
4-3

Keita K.
4-3

Kaiden H.
1-8

Audrey H.
4-2

Emily T.
4-2

Sophia T.
1-9 [2nd]

Harry M.
1-11

Asha B.
2-5

Eric H.
1-3

Oliver G.
4-1

Nicholas T.
1-9

Levi P.
2-6
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Year 6 Camp to El Shaddai
Student report by Sota, Levi & Adric
In week 2 of term 3, the senior students of Paringa Park Primary School
went on a camping trip for three days at the El Shaddai camping centre.
Before we got to El Shaddai, we had a tour at Monarto Zoo. We saw lots of
animals and some were endangered animals they wanted to keep safe. We
arrived at 1 pm and did activities. There were activities throughout the
day which took up most of the time we had at camp. We had 6 different
times to eat in the day so we weren’t hungry most of the time.

The Activities
The activities that we took part in at camp included laser tag, archery,
rock climbing, vertical challenge, reptiles, low ropes, initiatives and many
more. There were 1 or 2 instructors for each activity that ensured we were
kept safe. The main skills that we learned for the activities were teamwork
and cooperation. Some other skills we needed to use were strength,
balance and aim. We were separated into groups amongst the 3 classes,
Mrs Staben’s, Mr Pearl’s and Mr O’s class.

The Food
On the first day of camp, we had butter chicken for dinner and chocolate mousse for dessert. For supper, we
had cookies and after that, we had a night walk. On the second day for breakfast we had an option of toast or
cereal. For lunch, we had nachos that also had an option of what food to put with it. For dinner, we ate
pepperoni pasta and this time we didn’t have an option except tomatoes or cucumbers. The last day for
breakfast was the same thing as day 2 and for lunch was hot dogs with an option of cheese and sauce.

Ga Ga
Also we learned a new game at El Shaddai called GaGa and everyone
loved it. GaGa is a game inside a hexagon shaped ring with wooden walls
around it. You need lots of people to make it more fun. There is a ball in
the ring and it cannot hit your legs but if it hits above the waist you are
not out. You can hit people with your hands and also you can block it too.
The game starts when you throw the ball into the air and each bounce
you say ‘ga’. On the third bounce you are now allowed to hit the ball.
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Assembly Affirmations

Congratulations to the following students and classes who were acknowledged at our
last assembly for upholding our school values.
Beau D (LA 1-4) - For always showing the
school values of bravery, care, challenge
and trust everyday at school. Well done
Beau!
Noah T (LA 1-5) - Demonstrating greater
confidence in word study and helping others
to follow spelling rules.
Ethan L (LA 1-8) - Ethan is great at
having learning discussions. Everyday he
shares his thinking, asks really good
questions and make connections in learning.
He is a star!
Freddie G, Norah H, Ethan L & Lucas T
(LA 1-8) - Wow, you have amazing talents.
Thank you for sharing these talents when
you played the piano for our class. You are
very brave!
Goldie G (LA 1-9) - Goldie has been
demonstrating bravery and challenge when
discussing and demonstrating her maths
thinking to others. Great job!
Shivansh K (LA 1-9) - Shivansh has been
working hard to be the best that he can be.
He has been applying himself across all his
subjects and persevering in tasks that can be
tricky. Great job!
Kate R (LA1-9) - Thank you Kate for
always showing all of our school values. You
are a great role model for our class.

Keita K (LA 4-3) - For showing great
perseverance in challenging tasks. He
demonstrated patience and productive
struggle on your way to achieving a positive
outcome in your learning.
Eric S (LA 4-3) - For always challenging
himself and for striving for excellence. Your
endeavour and humble approach is
admired by your peers, educators and the
wider school community.
Mackenzie S (LA 4-3) - Congratulations
to Mackenzie on a wonderful start at
Paringa Park Primary School. You have
shown great bravery and have quickly
established yourself as a well respected
member of our school community.
Jackson C & Mariah P (LA 2-2) - Thank
you both Jackson and Mariah who, on
several occasions, have helped out with
crossing duty, when there haven't been any
monitors. You've both done this without
being asked. It is such an important job
and it keeps us all safe when we are coming
to and leaving the school grounds. We all
really appreciate it.

Challenge
Bravery

Trust
Care
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PARENTS & COMMUNITY COMMITTEE
INVITE YOU TO A:

Parent Pub Night
Date: Saturday 10 September
Time: 6.30pm til late
Where: The Warradale Hotel
Please purchase own drinks and food on the
night. Numbers are limited. Please RSVP to
PPPSgoverningcouncil@gmail.com

