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Governing council report
2021 Governing Council Report

Following on from the unsettled year that was 2020, 2021 continued to be challenging in the sense that Governing 
Council (GC) meetings continued to be a mix of both virtual or face-to-face meetings (or a combination of both), and 
social distancing requirements were the norm. Yet again, it is with pride that I report all GC members rose to the situation 
without fault and ensured the function and relevance of the GC at Paringa Park Primary School was maintained. 

I would like to thank all members of the GC committee, and its subcommittees for their time and support in 2021. 
Highlights for the year included:

• The annual GC dinner, which was a great opportunity to learn more about each other and left members with a sense of 
promise as to potential we have a change-agents within the school community. 
• It was great to hear from student representatives who took the time to update us on what’s happening in the school 
each meeting, and in doing so kept us connected with the students. 
• Part of our core business at GC is to review and ratify numerous standing orders, codes of practice, school policies, 
and terms of reference. We were able to do just this and provide valuable feedback towards shaping these documents.
• Welcoming and hearing from existing staff members and the leadership team on updates and directions for the 
curriculum (including a focus this year on Mathematics and Wellbeing).
• Continued discussions on challenges / opportunities that presented to the school and GC (e.g., new kiss-n-drop area, 
canteen direction and success, changing COVID-19 directions, budget approvals).      

Thank you to everyone who was involved in the GC and its sub-committees for 2021. Your dedication, hard work, and 
willingness to contribute is inspiring to all. To those who are leaving us thank you, and to those who are returning I look 
forward to seeing you in 2022.

Dr Anthony Venning

Context and highlights
Our school has a strong sense of community which we expect to be maintained moving forward, despite its reduction in 
size with 7's moving to high school. COVID-19 continued to impact on our school all year, with parents not permitted on 
the school grounds until term 4 and some staff absenteeism due to vaccination-related matters. Positives included 
increasing independence of students, greater connectedness of children and teachers every morning, and greater 
collaboration of programming and planning in year levels teams with a focus on Literacy, Numeracy and Inquiry. 
Students and staff were resilient, flexible and adaptable and the school community was unwavering in their support.

We commenced the school year with an enrolment of 546 children, which comprises 362 families of which 11% are 
school card, 12% EALD and 5% Students with Disabilities including 7 students in the Speech and Language class. We 
commenced with 21 mainstream classes, with the majority straight year levels.

Despite COVID restrictions there were still many highlights throughout the year including Book Week, Science week, 
International Mud Day, Outdoor Classroom Day, numerous sporting opportunities, Partnership MiniFest, the end of year 
concert returning to the school oval, Colour Run, various camps and excursions, Yr 6/7 Aquatics, Remembrance Day and 
NAIDOC assemblies, numerous student fundraisers, Instrumental Music, Year 4-7 Growth and Development and 
Footsteps.

We continue to partner with families, despite COVID, working this year to be consistent with our learning platforms and 
communication (R-2 Seesaw, Year 3-7 Google Classroom and new website) and through consultative processes to 
develop consistent school policies and procedures. We carefully worked through a number of matters related to the Year 
7s to high school move, and the double-cohort of ‘leaving’ students, culminating in two excellent graduation ceremonies 
in December 2021.

In term 4, 2021, we went through an exhaustive process to arrive at the new three-year SIP, with the two goals identified 
as “Increase student achievement levels in mathematics with a focus on the number strand” and “Increase student 
achievement in Writing R-6 including the number of students in the high bands”.

2021 Annual Report to the 
Community1 |  Paringa Park Primary School



Key directions throughout 2021 as detailed in our Site Improvement Plan (SIP) were identified based on our data: 
Increase student achievement in Reading, Writing and Numeracy. Challenges of Practice, Success Criteria and Targets 
were clearly identified. Improvement Practices and Monitoring of the Impact occurred during 2021 with the Site 
Improvement Lead Team taking on a leadership role. We developed our school improvement lead teams in both Literacy 
and Mathematics that regularly continue to drive learner improvement. Mathematics was the main focus of our SIP in 
2021.
Writing:  We used the Brightpath tools to assess and moderate narrative and persuasive samples of writing. All staff 
moderated writing samples in Terms 1,2 and 4 against an explicit writing standard aligned with the Australian Curriculum. 
Teachers worked in Professional learning teams to provide a consistent approach with coaching support. Teachers 
engaged with evidence and data including A-E achievement grades and PAT to target teaching and professional learning 
provided to support intervention and the whole school data map developed to ensure consistency of expectation.
Reading: We used a whole school consistent reading measure: Fountas and Pinnell. This has allowed each child’s 
reading progress to be monitored and tracked and has informed practice. All students showed growth throughout the 
year with significant improvements.
The Literacy Improvement Lead Team reviewed the 2021 SIP, examining formative and assessment data, perception 
data from staff and students and data from teachers about current evidence based practice and planning using the 
Australian Curriculum. This supported monitoring our impact and planning for 2021.
Mathematics was the focus for staff professional learning with our goal being to increase student achievement in 
mathematics and develop whole school approaches. Our ‘maths journey’ started with Professor Di Siemon presenting at 
a pupil free day early in Term 1 on “The Big Ideas in Number”. Everyone developed a shared understanding of the big 
ideas and some of the screening tools. The MILT and SILT teams decided to start with the first tool - "Trust the Count" 
and each child was assessed using the tool to see who could ‘trust the count’.From the results, students who needed it 
were provided with targeted support with understanding ‘trust the count’. The year 4 teachers completed the ‘Thinking 
Maths 3-5’ course over 5 days of professional learning.They found the course practical and inspiring and found it 
supported them to be better maths teachers. The Senior Leader for Maths attended a ‘Thinking Maths Masterclass’ which 
supported better maths teaching and skills in presenting maths concepts to teachers. We were part of the DfE funded 
Quicksmart Numeracy program, which is an intensive intervention program that helps students in years 5 to 9 become 
quick in their number fact response speed and smart in their understanding and problem solving. It involved 6 days of 
professional learning (Senior Leader Maths & 4 SSO’s). The program was implemented for 16 students in years 5 & 6 
and all students showed improvement with fact recall and confidence with maths which they were able to apply in the 
classroom. Maureen Hegarty, an experienced primary maths teacher, university lecturer, numeracy consultant  and co-
presenter for Thinking Maths programs worked intensively with our teachers for one day each term and each teacher got 
the equivalent of 2 half days. She also provided mentoring support for the Senior Leader Maths in leading the maths 
improvement journey across the school. This resulted in deepening teachers' understanding of the Australian Curriculum 
Maths.

Quality improvement planning
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Performance Summary
NAPLAN Proficiency
The Department for Education Standard of Educational Achievement (SEA) is defined as children and young 
people progressing and achieving at or above their appropriate year level. For NAPLAN, this is students 
achieving in proficiency bands 1 or more above the national minimum standard for reading and numeracy. 
The graph below identifies the percentage of non-exempt students enrolled in the school at the time of 
NAPLAN testing, who have demonstrated achievement in NAPLAN proficiency bands at or above the SEA for 
reading and numeracy. 

Reading

*NOTE: No NAPLAN testing was conducted in 2020.
Data Source: Department for Education special extract from National Assessment Program Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) SA TAA data holdings, 
August 2021.
Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort. A blank graph may imply student count being less than six across 
all cohorts.
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*NOTE: No NAPLAN testing was conducted in 2020.
Data Source: Department for Education special extract from National Assessment Program Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN) SA TAA data holdings, 
August 2021.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort. A blank graph may imply student count being less than 
six across all cohorts.

Numeracy

NAPLAN progress
The data below represents the growth of students from  2019 to 2021 in the NAPLAN test relative to students 
with the same original score, presented in quartiles.

Reading

Numeracy 

NAPLAN progression Year 3-5 Year 5-7 State (average)
Upper progress group 25% 33% 33%

Middle progress group 54% 49% 48%

Lower progress group 21% 18% 19%

NAPLAN progression Year 3-5 Year 5-7 State (average)
Upper progress group 31% 43% 33%

Middle progress group 56% 54% 48%

Lower progress group 13% * 18%

Data Source: Department for Education special extract from Data Reporting & Analytics Directorate, August 2021.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort (shown with an asterisk). Due to rounding of percentages, 
data may not add up to 100%.

Data Source: Department for Education special extract from Data Reporting & Analytics Directorate, August 2021.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort (shown with an asterisk). Due to rounding of percentages, 
data may not add up to 100%.
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No. of students who sat 
the test^

No. of students achieving in 
the upper two bands

% of students achieving in 
the upper two bands**

Reading Numeracy Reading Numeracy Reading Numeracy
Year 3 2021 80 80 41 17 51% 21%

Year 3 2019-2021 Average 73.5 73.0 38.0 18.5 52% 25%

Year 5 2021 78 78 29 14 37% 18%

Year 5 2019-2021 Average 68.0 68.0 26.5 15.0 39% 22%

This measure shows the number of non-exempt students enrolled at the time of NAPLAN testing who have 
demonstrated achievement in the relevant NAPLAN higher bands.

*NOTE: No NAPLAN testing was conducted in 2020.

Data Source: Department for Education special extract from NAPLAN SA TAA data holdings, August 2021.
^includes absent and withdrawn students.
*Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort.
**Percentages have been rounded off to the nearest whole number.

NAPLAN upper two bands achievement

NAPLAN proficiency - Aboriginal learners
Reading

*NOTE: No NAPLAN testing was conducted in 2020.
Data Source: Department for Education special extract from NAPLAN SA TAA data holdings, August 2021.
Data not provided when less than six students in a cohort. A blank graph may imply student count being less than six across all cohorts.
Data is only shown for Aboriginal learners.
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Numeracy

*NOTE: No NAPLAN testing was conducted in 2020.
Data Source: Department for Education special extract from NAPLAN SA TAA data holdings, August 2021.
Data not provided when less than six students in a cohort. A blank graph may imply student count being less than six across all cohorts.
Data is only shown for Aboriginal learners.

NAPLAN progress - Aboriginal learners
The data below represents the growth of Aboriginal students from  2019 to 2021 in the NAPLAN test relative to 
students with the same original score, presented in quartiles.

Reading

Numeracy 

NAPLAN progression Year 3-5 Year 5-7 State (average)
Upper progress group * * 28%

Middle progress group * * 47%

Lower progress group * * 25%

NAPLAN progression Year 3-5 Year 5-7 State (average)
Upper progress group * * 27%

Middle progress group * * 48%

Lower progress group * * 25%

Data Source: Department for Education special extract from Data Reporting & Analytics Directorate, August 2021.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort (shown with an asterisk). Due to rounding of percentages, 
data may not add up to 100%.
Data only includes results for Aboriginal students.

Data Source: Department for Education special extract from Data Reporting & Analytics Directorate, August 2021.
*NOTE: Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort (shown with an asterisk). Due to rounding of percentages, 
data may not add up to 100%.
Data only includes results for Aboriginal students.

2021 Annual Report to the 
Community6 |  Paringa Park Primary School



No. of students who sat 
the test^

No. of students achieving in 
the upper two bands

% of students achieving in 
the upper two bands**

Reading Numeracy Reading Numeracy Reading Numeracy
Year 3 2021 * * * * * *

Year 3 2019-2021 Average * * * * * *

Year 5 2021 * * * * * *

Year 5 2019-2021 Average * * * * * *

This measure shows the number of non-exempt Aboriginal students enrolled at the time of NAPLAN testing 
who have demonstrated achievement in the relevant NAPLAN higher bands.

NAPLAN upper bands achievement - Aboriginal learners

*NOTE: No NAPLAN testing was conducted in 2020.

Data Source: Department for Education special extract from NAPLAN SA TAA data holdings, August 2021.
^includes absent and withdrawn students.
*Reporting of data not provided when less than six students in the respective cohort.
**Percentages have been rounded off to the nearest whole number.

New improvement actions implemented in 2021 helped raise the literacy and numeracy achievement of our First Nations 
students. The first action was to develop a database for all First Nation students to include all current data sets (RR, 
F&P, Brightpath, SWST, Phonics Screening Check, PASM, PATR, PATM, TTC, NAPLAN and A-E report grades). All staff 
have access to this which provides a snapshot of each students learning dating back to 2017 so growth can be tracked.

An Aboriginal Student Focus Review template was established in 2021 to inform improvement actions and goal setting. 
Teacher release was provided each semester for the sharing of data between the classroom teacher and the AET. This 
was instrumental in keeping track of literacy and numeracy data and knowing what learning was happening in each 
classroom for each First Nation’s student. Goals were set in Term 1 and revisited in Term 4 with regular verbal check-ins 
each term.  

New improvement actions implemented via the Aboriginal Learner Achievement Leaders’ Resource to raise the 
literacy and numeracy achievement Aboriginal learners:

Key element focused on for school improvement in  2021: Tracking & Monitoring

Aboriginal Learner Achievement Leaders' Resource 
(ALALR)

Improvements achieved in literacy and numeracy outcomes for Aboriginal learners (Including individual student 
successes):

Access to MiniLit, Macqlit, Quicksmart and the use of APAS funding has helped improve the literacy and numeracy 
achievement of several First Nations students. APAS funding was used to release classroom teachers for a 50 minute 
time slot for testing, report writing, data gathering, One Plan review etc. An experienced teacher also delivered a 50 min 
oral language program once a week in Term 4 to the relevant students who were identified with low literacy levels.

The allocation of the APAS funds were based on the data gathered from the onsite Speech Pathologist. The use of 0.2 
Speech Pathologist was critical in identifying phonological awareness gaps (especially in older students). The SPAT-R 
data helped pinpoint individual learning needs for each student which assisted the AET to implement targeted oral 
language programs for four relevant students.

Results for Brighpath showed a steady growth in writing from Term 1 compared to term 3 with 15 students improving. 
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Literacy
Phonological Awareness Skills Mapping: Reception
All children showed growth. Term 1 testing saw 87% of students achieving ‘early Reception’ benchmarks and this rose to
99% by Term 3. 4% of students met all ‘end of Reception’ benchmarks in Term 1 and by Term 3 this increased to 90%,
with 96% meeting all but one benchmark. 75% of Reception students met Year 1/2 expectations in the Term 3

Phonics Screening Check Year 1
This year there were 70% of Year 1 students who achieved in the high bands with a score of between 35-40.
96 % of Year 1 students reached the benchmark of 28 this year as opposed to 77% in 2020 and 40% in 2019.

PAT-Reading SEA
Year 4 (92%) 89.2%, Year 5 (95%) 92.2%, Year 6 (95%) 91.1% and Year 7 (96%)87.0% in PAT Reading
There were 33 children from Years 2 to 7 who achieved the highest band and there were 50 children who were just 
outside the high bands. All Year 3-7 Aboriginal students will show progressive achievement in PAT Reading

Running records:
Rec: 79% reached benchmark. 7% of children reached the benchmark for Year 1. The students who didn’t reach
benchmarks have been identified and have Minilit support.
Year 1: 85% reached benchmark. The 9 students who did not meet the benchmark engaged in intervention programs to 
support their continued growth.
These 5 students have been identified as having a learning difficulty and have differentiated expectations.
Year 2: 78% reached a benchmark. The 22% of students who didn’t reach the benchmark have been identified for 
literacy support and were just outside the Year 2 benchmark.

English A-E Grades end of year: 
C grade or above : 90 % Year 1, 97 % Year 2, 94% Year 3, 90 % Year 4, 98% Year 5, 98% Year 6 and 94% Year 7.

Mathematics
Years 3-7
PAT-MATHS DATA
The percentage of children who reached the standard of educational achievement were as follows:Year 3 - 89%, Year 4 - 
89%, Year 5 - 90%, Year 6 - 89% and Year 7 - 96%.

ONE MINUTE MATHS STANDARDISED TEST
We continued with the one minute maths test in our data collection during terms 1, 3 and 4 for years 3-7.This test collects 
information on students' fluency with addition, subtraction, multiplication and division facts. This can be used to track 
students' growth as they progress through the primary years of school. Our students are showing progressive 
achievement with automaticity of basic number facts.
A-E
The percentage of children who received a C grade or above was  90% in Year 1,  98% in Year 2, 94% in Year 3,  89% 
inYear 4, 96% Year 5, 94% in Year 6 and 80% Year 7.

School performance comment

2021 Annual Report to the 
Community8 |  Paringa Park Primary School



This year we suspended 24 students. 3 students were at a Year 2 level and the remaining 21 students came from our 
Year 5-7 cohort for a range of issues. Our recording of incidents increased this year as staff looked to document 
student behaviours on our learner management system to enable better tracking of behaviour to support intervention 
and conversations with parents. Staff recorded 542 negative incidents, up from 318 incidents from 2020 on our learner 
management system. The bulk of these - 274 - were yard related and revolved around students being dysregulated 
and unable to make strong choices in situations.
In a proactive approach to combat these figures we invested in supporting students in the yard with particular social 
issues and employed 2 extra SSOs to help students with making good decisions in the yard. We began to investigate 
interoception techniques and in 2022 will have whole school involvement in interoception and room design.

Behaviour support comment

Year level 2018 2019 2020 2021

Reception 93.4% 94.6% 91.5% 94.0%

Year 1 93.5% 93.9% 92.2% 94.3%

Year 2 95.0% 95.1% 93.2% 94.6%

Year 3 93.6% 94.5% 88.7% 94.9%

Year 4 93.5% 93.6% 92.7% 93.1%

Year 5 94.0% 93.5% 89.7% 93.3%

Year 6 94.0% 94.1% 91.3% 92.3%

Year 7 94.2% 94.5% 91.6% 91.7%

Primary Other 93.6% 89.7% 86.0% 87.5%

Total 93.9% 94.2% 91.3% 93.5%

Attendance

Data Source: Site Performance Reporting System (SPER), Semester 1 attendance.
NOTE: A blank cell indicates there were no students enrolled.

Attendance comment
In 2021 our school attendance rate was 93.7%, a 2.6% increase on the 2020 attendance rate. We are still 0.9% behind 
our pre-pandemic rate in 2019. Our ATSI students are at 88.5%. Our strongest attendance rates are in the junior 
primary where attendance for R-3 year level is at between 94.1% and 95.2%.

We continue to refine our recording of attendance and worked with attendance officers in 2021 to monitor students who 
fell in the chronic range. We have an attendance SSO who works in tandem with the Wellbeing leader and classroom 
teachers to investigate issues of attendance where 2 or more days in a row without reason have been logged via our 
text message system. 
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Relevant history screening
Processes and procedures are in place to ensure compliance with the screening of parents for Working with Children. 
There were 33 parents approved this year.

Intended destination

Data Source: Education Department School Administration System (EDSAS) Data extract Term 3 2021. Data shows recorded 
destinations for students that left the school in the previous year.

Leave Reason Number %
NG - ATTENDING NON-GOV SCHOOL IN SA 9 10.8%
NS - LEFT SA FOR NSW 3 3.6%
OV - LEFT SA FOR OVERSEAS 1 1.2%
TA - LEFT SA FOR TAS 1 1.2%
TG - TRANSFERRED TO SA GOVERNMENT 
SCHOOL

69 83.1%

Parent opinion survey summary
The parent engagement survey was sent out to parents a week after the July one-week lockdown and a change in 
Acting Principal, so it wasn’t the most settled of times for the school community. The general/overall trend was that 
there was a drop in positive responses from 2020 to 2021, with more categories showing a drop than a rise, although 
most categories continued to have more positive than negative responses from parents. 

Increasing from 2020 to 2021 – ‘School communicates effectively’ and ‘Has good home learning routine’. It’s particularly 
pleasing to see an improvement in how parents regard communication, as this is a crucial aspect of home-family 
relationships. 

Staying exactly the same from 2020 to 2021 – 99% of parents agree with ‘Education is important. This is reflected in 
the high degree of parent interest and involvement in all aspects of the school. With staff and families sharing the 
crucial value of education, Paringa Park starts in a strong and cohesive position.

Decreasing from 2020 to 2021 – ‘Knows standard of work’ and ‘Receives useful feedback’. This appears to reflect a 
reduced number of parents who believe teachers thoroughly know the curriculum and/or provide quality feedback to 
parents about student achievement. It would be useful to consider ways this might be addressed in 2022, and whether 
it is parent perception due to reduced contact because of COVID, or not.
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All teachers at this school are qualified and registered with the SA Teachers Registration Board.

Qualification Level Number of Qualifications
Bachelor Degrees or Diplomas 54
Post Graduate Qualifications 16

Please note: Qualification data is indicative only and reflects what has been recorded in the Department's HR 
system. Staff who have more than 1 qualification will be counted more than once in the above qualification table. 
Therefore the total number of staff by qualification type may be more than the total number of teaching staff.

Workforce composition including Indigenous staff

Teaching Staff Non-Teaching Staff
Indigenous Non-Indigenous Indigenous Non-Indigenous

Full-Time Equivalents 0.0 31.7 0.3 9.1
Persons 0 36 1 13

Data Source: Department for Education HR Management Reporting System, extracted Term 3 2021 .

Data Source: Department for Education HR Management Reporting System, extracted Term 3 2021 .

Qualifications held by the teaching workforce and 
workforce composition

Funding Source Amount
Grants: State $4,934,053
Grants: Commonwealth $143,186
Parent Contributions $190,313
Fund Raising $22,035
Other $0

Financial statement

Data Source: Education Department School Administration System (EDSAS).
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