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Principal's Welcome
Jamie Meredith on behalf of Tracey Bennett

Dear Families,
What a very hectic term it has been for everyone in our community. I am sure
we have all endured a period of isolation this term and have understood the
effects it has on ourselves and our families both mentally and physically.
However we have been on the light side of this pandemic all along and it is
comforting to remember this.
At school this term we have seen this play out in a variety of ways for both
students and staff, all we can hope for is that the holidays enable our
community of teachers, support staff, students and families to press the reset
button. My wish for you all is that you can find time and space to get outside
and be active, explore and enjoy some memorable experiences with each
other.
Amongst all that has happened this term around the pandemic there have
been some amazing highlights. Sports Day was fantastic and Michelle Burton
managed to run another great event to bring us all together (which was needed). A fantastic pupil free day run by
our Maths Magician Margy Holland and her team of mathematics loving teachers. The introduction of
interoception activities for year 3-6 students after breaks. The formation of our new Governing Council with an
energetic new Chairperson in Vanessa Payne, and the voting and formation of our SVE, 6 new students to shape
our school.
A big highlight for leadership has been the flexibility of our staff to continue to create warm, caring and
thoroughly engaging classrooms for our students to be in each day. Our teachers and support staff have put
aside their own struggles and family difficulties to truly be the best they can be - living our school motto and
being great role models to our students.
We are still unsure next term if masks will be required and what restrictions we will face, but we are hopeful that
it will enable our teachers to get on with the core business of providing learning that is meaningful and engaging
to our students.
Take care and we look forward to welcoming you all back next term refreshed and ready to show Care,
Challenge, Bravery and Trust in order to be ‘The best you can be’.
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Words of Wellbeing (WOW)
Jamie Meredith

Wellbeing back on the agenda at a stage level
Wellbeing is such a powerful force in shaping the image of a child and it was nice to hear the new education
Minister Blair Boyer, say in a statement that student wellbeing will be back on the agenda in schools. After
nearly 3 years of lockdowns, isolation and the stress of choosing to vaccinate or not it has been a rough road for
families to travel and we see the effect on students daily.
The purpose of suspension
Before coming to Paringa Park I spent a large part of my
teaching/leadership career at Ceduna Area School and also
at Warradale Primary. At both sites I was required to
suspend students for significant incidents and this has at
times in my tenure at Paringa Park Primary also occurred.
However what I have found is that parents misinterpret the
act of a school suspending a student.
The purpose of a suspension or a take home is to recognise
the significance of what has occurred, that the student
involved needs some time to process what has happened,
the students/staff who were effected need some clear space and counselling, and the school has sufficient time
to formulate a path forward for the student who has been suspended, be it getting outside counsellors in,
behaviour coaches, special education advice or seeking advice from the Local Education Team that support our
school.
Suspension and take homes are a last resort in our incident response and only activated when a critical incident
occurs or behaviours are elevated to an unreasonable level that inflict harm (mentally, physically or verbally) on
a student or staff member. This is determined by the school and our behaviour code. The length of time of a
suspension is dependant on the level of support needed by the school and the time needed to get support in
place, not only for those affected but all the people involved.
Suspensions can be effective in supporting a child to correct their behaviours and move forward successfully
via support and planning with regular check-ins and a support plan. It is a flag that alerts schools that current
systems and supports need to be adjusted. These adjustments need to be worked through in conjunction with
all students and families involved.
While suspensions and the reconnection meetings that follow can be hard for students, with support it can be a
life learning experience for them that can support behaviour change.
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Maths
Margy Holland

Maths Activities for the Holidays
Looking for some maths ideas to keep you entertained in the holidays. Look no further than the NRICH
website.
NRICH is an innovative collaboration between the Faculties of Mathematics and Education at the University of
Cambridge which focuses on problem solving and on creating opportunities for students to learn mathematics
through exploration and discussion. NRICH provides thousands of free online mathematics resources for ages
3 to 18, covering all stages of early years, primary and secondary school education - completely free and
available to all.
Check out these interesting and engaging activities for the
kids:
‘maths outside’ where all tasks were inspired by the
outdoors
a collection of their favourite games and activities
‘wild maths’ - explore, imagine, experiment, create
Let me know if you have any strategies for the ‘creating
squares’ game.

NAPLAN 2022
Margy Holland
NAPLAN Coordinator
NAPLAN (National Assessment Program Literacy and Numeracy)
NAPLAN is a nationally developed program that provides all schools in Australia with information on how
education programs are working and what areas need to be prioritised for improvement. NAPLAN will be taking
place from 10th–20th May. All students in years 3, 5, 7 & 9 take part in the testing program, which tests reading,
writing, conventions of language and numeracy.
A parent information brochure and other information for parents is available at:
Parent / carer support. More information can be found in the NAPLAN parent information brochure which
includes the dates and testing windows.
Parents have the option to withdraw their children from the NAPLAN tests for philosophical or religious
reasons. If you wish to withdraw your child from the process, please contact the school to complete and sign a
withdrawal form by 3pm Wednesday 4th May.

14 APRIL, 2022

TERM 1: ISSUE 6

Literacy
Deb Tune

We know there are a lot of children and families looking forward to the school holidays, to indulge in some
down time, screen time, freedom and fun. And that's exactly what school holidays are for - a time for children
to recharge doing things they love. Some people worry that their reading, writing, listening and speaking skills
will regress, however, there are many activities children can engage with to maintain and improve literacy
(amongst other) skills, without them even knowing that they're learning and developing. Here are a few
suggestions to keep children engaged, having fun and continuing to learn…
1. Read - anywhere and read anything. Find a huge variety of choices at your local library or bookshop.
2. Go on a letter or word hunt - you can do this in the local neighbourhood, but cities are a fun place for this
activity too. Create a list of letters or words, and search for them in nature, architecture and signage.
3. Write - get creative by creating your own line of stationery, then get busy writing and sending greeting
cards, postcards, and letters to family and friends (in the mail!)
4. Plan a fun day out - start with some initial research by reading the local paper or searching the internet for
ideas. Once kids have chosen their activities, they can write a detailed itinerary for the family, including
reading maps and train timetables to work out how to get there and how much money will be needed for
travel, entry fees and lunch.
5. Make a movie -use a tablet and movie-making software to create a news report about your school holidays
or write a fun script about something you love. Get your family and friends in on the action by giving them a
starring role.
6. Go to the movies - do some research first; read reviews about the movies currently showing. Find out
where and when you'll see your chosen movie, and then have a go at writing and publishing your own movie
review.
7. Set up a footpath stall - whether it's homemade lemonade, your own artwork or selling some pre-loved
treasures. Make posters to attract shoppers and use emotive language and advertising to promote your
product. A footpath stall is a fun way to get to know your neighbours too.
8. Get cooking - find and follow a recipe to make a delicious treat. Make a shopping list if necessary. Once
baked, send invitations to friends or family to enjoy your treats with you. Take a photo of the finished
baking!
9. Play board games - board games can be deceiving. It feels like you're just having fun, but there are actually
many skills at play, including reading, comprehending, strategising, counting, calculating, speaking,
listening, turn-taking and negotiating (and of course knowing how to be a good loser or gracious winner).
10. Create a game - get creative and make up your own board / outdoor game. Write the instructions,
including equipment needed, how to play and then ask some friends / family to have a go.
I’m sure families will have lots of ideas and ways to keep occupied and enjoy this break together.
Here’s a link to some school holiday activities around Adelaide if you get stuck!
https://getoutwithkids.com.au/school-holiday-activities-adelaide/
Happy Holidays everyone!
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Oliphant Science Awards 2022
Kelly Mitchell
The Oliphant Science Awards is an annual science competition for school students to show science learning
and understanding. Over the last few weeks, children from year 2 - year 6 have submitted their interest in
entering the competition. Information about the category, registration and entry fees have been sent home to
families.
REGISTRATIONS DUE: Wednesday 18 May (week 3, term 2)
Here are some FAQ about the competition.
How does my child register?
If your child hasn't seen Ms Mitchell for a registration form, do this first. Families need to complete the
Registration form and return it to Ms Mitchell, with the entry fee. Some children will be working in teams for
this competition and it’s important that all team members and their parents sign the registration form.
How much is the entry fee?
This information is on the cover letter. The entry fee depends on the type of entry (individual or group)
Can I help my child with their entry?
Yes you can. Any support given to your child’s entry must be recorded in their report.
Is this done at school or outside school hours?
The entry is to be done outside of school time. However, I am happy to check in with children and their entry if
support is needed.
Other important information to remember.
Several categories need to have a Risk Assessment Form completed before you start your entry. I will hand
these out once your child’s registration form has been returned.
The Oliphant Science Website has a range of information, including examples of last year's entries and winners.
This link is for the project gallery from last year. Click on your child’s category to view these entries.
If you have any questions about your child entry, please email me kelly.mitchell429@schools.sa.edu.au
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Library News
Anne and Caroline
They seek them here. They seek them there. Librarians seek them
everywhere. What are they? You guessed it. OVERDUE library books. We
currently have 264 overdue books. The upcoming holidays are the perfect
time to have a bit of a fossick to locate them.

Well done Maximos C in LA 1-9 for being the first student to hand in their completed
challenge this year.
Here are the latest students to complete the Reading Challenge...
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Sports Day
Michelle Burton
2022 PPPS Sports Day
Sports Day was a fun filled day with lots of activities for the students to be involved in. Warradale came away
with the trophy winning the most points over the course of the day. It was great to see the participation from
all the students and staff. Another successful Sports Day for PPPS. Here are some photos from the day.

Payments
Preferred payment method is via Qkr!
Please contact the front office for other payment options and for any payment queries.
Upcoming payments:
Materials & Services charges
Year 6 Aquatics, $32 due by Thursday 28 April at 3pm
SAPSASA Cross Country due by Tuesday 3 May at 3pm
Senior Choir due by Tuesday 3 May at 3pm
All school payments are payable by 3pm of the due
date. Late payments will not be accepted.
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