Principal: Anthony Fischer
TERM 4
Diary Dates:
November
Monday 29
 Governing Council 7pm
Tuesday 30
 End of year concert
Picnic from 5pm
Concert starts 6.30pm

December

Wednesday 1
 SCHOOL CLOSURE
Thursday 2
 LA4-3 & 4-4 zoo excursion
Tuesday 7
 Year 6 Graduation Lunch
 Year 7 Graduation Ceremony
Wednesday 8
 Year 7 Graduation Lunch
 Year 6 Graduation Ceremony
Thursday 9
 R-2 beach walk
 6/7 Aquasplash
Friday 10
 Last day of school!
 Early dismissal 2:05pm

SMS Absence Number
0476 857 224
Bravery - Care
Challenge - Trust
2022 Term Dates
Term 1
Term 2
Term 3
Term 4

31 Jan – 14 Apr
2 May – 8 Jul
25 Jul – 30 Sept
17 Oct – 16 Dec

Traffic Monitors
Week 8
Morning: Halle S & Lilly H
Afternoon: Kyle N & Adric J

Newsletter
ISSUE 19

Governing Council Chairperson: Anthony Venning
26 November 2021

Dear Families and the PPPS Community,
‘Moving Day’ for most students
The number of classes we can create for 2022 is determined by the total enrolment of
children. In 2022, reduced enrolments (no year 7s and reduced reception children) allow us
to create 17 mainstream classes in R-6 with an additional eighteenth class being the districtbased Speech and Language class. Our class structure has not been entirely finalised at time
of writing.
During your child’s time at our school, they will encounter both straight and composite (multilevel) classes. As mentioned in previous years, research does confirm that there is no
discernible difference in academic performance between composite or single year level
classes, and that children in multi-age classes may benefit socially and emotionally. For us,
what is important, regardless of the organisational structure of classes, is the relationship our
staff have with children and the quality of the teaching and learning programs provided for
every child, every day, in every class. This is what we focus our attention on at Paringa Park.
We have nearly finalised the class placements, which as you would understand, is extremely
complex. Both teachers and site leaders take their responsibilities to all children very
seriously. We use our knowledge and expertise of how children engage at school and in
classes to make decisions for the benefit of all children. On Wednesday 8 December, our
2021 reception to year 5 students will take part in a transition session; they will get to visit
their 2022 teacher and class area. Families will also receive notification of their child's 2022
teacher on Wednesday 8 December.
This has involved many hours of configuring classes, and in consideration of a range of
factors including children’s friendships, learning and social needs, teacher professional
knowledge and judgement and parent input. I would like to acknowledge the staff for their
many hours already spent working on classes for 2022 to ensure the best decision possible
for all children.
Our aim is to ensure all children are in an optimal learning situation. We therefore ask for
parent support and understanding when you receive your letter about 2022. Due to the
amount of work that has gone into the final configuration of classes, we will not be in a position
to move any children.
‘Moving Day’ for some teachers
On Monday 6 December, some teachers will be moving into their 2022 learning area. Any
moving teachers will of course keep their 2021 students with them in the new learning area.
All ‘class names’ will remain as they have all year, even if children are in a new area. For
instance, if ordering canteen lunch, please use the current classroom name, even if your child
ends up in a different location for the final week of 2021.
Class Parties
Due to the uncertainty of how COVID-19 is going to present now that the borders are open,
end of year class parties can still take place, however, children will need to bring their own
"party box" which they cannot share. Teachers will be unable to distribute food. Sadly, it only
takes one unintentional ‘share’ to unwittingly spread germs. We appreciate your support with
this, and your child’s teacher will communicate if and when they will be having a class party.
Anthony Fischer

Week 9
Morning: Jake V & Levi P
Afternoon: Kassidy L & Tayla D

IMPORTANT INFORMATION ABOUT
THE END OF YEAR CONCERT
ON THE NEXT PAGE
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End of Year Concert

We are all looking forward to the concert on Tuesday next
week – 30 November. The concert will be on the school oval
and will start at 6:30pm – students are all asked to go to their
classrooms at 6:10pm. We ask all parents/caregivers to briefly
check-in with the class teacher at the end of the concert
(roughly 7:30pm-7:45pm) so that teachers can mark off who
has and has not been collected by a parent/caregiver.
Students will be sitting in classes in front of the stage. Any
families on BYO rugs can sit behind the students, then anyone
with BYO deck chairs behind the ‘rug section’, and finally
anyone standing. Families are welcome to bring their own
picnic food from 5pm, as there won’t be any on-site food or
drink options for purchase. As this is a family-friendly event,
we respectfully ask that no alcohol be brought onto the school
grounds.
At time of writing, the weather forecast for next Tuesday is
partly cloudy, light winds and a 30 degrees maximum during
the day, which sounds perfect. If the forecast changes, the
concert will still proceed even if we have light showers. In the
unlikely case that the forecast on Tuesday morning has
changed to heavy rain for the evening, we will need to cancel
the concert, and we would confirm this via a message to all
families in the usual way. I am 99% confident that this
message will not be needed.
We need all adults to QR check-in at a perimeter gate and be
mindful of physical distancing. Other COVID-19 measures
such as sanitiser stations will also be available. Please do not
attend the concert if you are unwell. We trust that there will be
no sudden changes required due to any new COVID-related
development. Also, a reminder that the following day
(Wednesday 1 December) is a school closure – no school
staff will be on site. OSHC will be open – for bookings, please
contact Camp Australia directly.

ICAS Testing Results 2021

Twenty-one of our students (years 2-7) took part in ICAS
Assessments
(International
Competitions
and
Assessments for Schools) run by the University of NSW.
ICAS Assessments are designed to recognise academic
excellence. Students are assessed on their ability to apply
classroom learning to new contexts, using higher-order
thinking and problem-solving skills. The assessments are
based on the curricula for the relevant year. Students are
asked to demonstrate a deeper, integrated and thorough
level of knowledge.
Below are the results.

Mathematics
20 students participated and were awarded 3 Distinction, 2
Credit, 3 Merit and 12 Participation Certificates.
Digital Technologies
6 students participated and were awarded 1 Credit, 3 Merit
and 2 Participation Certificates.
English
11 students participated and were awarded 1 Credit and 10
Participation Certificates.
Science
12 students participated and were awarded 3 Credit, 1
Merit and 8 Participation Certificates.
Spelling Bee
11 students participated and were awarded 4 Credit, 1
Merit and 6 Participation Certificates.
Writing
Results are still pending.
The students involved will receive their certificates and a
summary of each of the areas they participated in.
Congratulations to all students who took part.
Margy Holland
Senior Leader

Upcoming Payments Due
Preferred payment method is via Qkr!
Please contact the front office for other payment
options and for any payment queries.
All school payments are due at 3pm on the last day
to pay. Late payments will not be accepted.


AquaSplash
Year 6 & 7 only
$14 due 3pm Thursday 2 December



Graduation
Year 6 & 7 only
$30 due 3pm Wednesday 1 December

Library News

Library borrowing has officially ended
for the year. In 2021 the total number
of loans made by students was a
whopping 24,254! Thank you to all the
students that have returned their
books and searched at home for any
overdues. We still have just over 300 books borrowed by
students that need to be returned. We encourage all
students (especially those who won’t be at Paringa next
year) to search their classroom and at home and return any
items as soon as possible.
Thanking you,
Tracey, Anne, Caroline and Brant

Canteen News

During the last week of school, the canteen will be taking
lunch orders on Monday and Tuesday only, then open for
snacks and ice blocks on Wednesday. The canteen will
be closed on Thursday and Friday.
Stocks are running down for end of year so in some
instances orders may need to be slightly adjusted.
Please make sure that all debts owed to the canteen
are finalised next week.

Uniform Shop

As we approach the end of the school year, our stock of
uniforms is reduced. We will continue to take orders via Qkr
until the last day of term, but please note that some items
may sell out. New stock will be delivered in January and we
will have all orders ready for collection on the dates below.
Pre-order and avoid the queues!
The front office will be open for uniform sales on Thursday
27 & Friday 28 January from 9am-12pm, however we
encourage families to pre-order their uniform needs via
Qkr. We will have orders packed and ready for collection
on these dates. Pre-orders can be made via Qkr until the
last day of term (Friday 10 December) when we close Qkr
to enable our end of year processes to be completed. We
will re-open Qkr on Monday 10 January for families to
continue to pre-order uniforms.
Attention year 5 families!
You may be aware that children in year 6 have the
opportunity to wear a “seniors” polo. If your child has
outgrown their current shirt and you are thinking of
purchasing a new one, you may like to consider the seniors
option. If you didn’t order a seniors jumper for your child
there will be another opportunity at the start of next year to
purchase. Information will be sent home in week 1.

Hats at School

A reminder that hats must be worn in terms 1, 3 and 4.
Children must wear school hats which protect the face,
neck and ears (e.g. legionnaire, broad brimmed or bucket)
whenever they are outside between 8:45am and 3:05pm,
e.g. sport, sports practice, sports carnivals, outdoor
excursions, physical education lessons, and daily fitness,
recess and lunch. Due to safety issues, hats must not have
chin straps, cords or drawstrings. If your child’s hat has a
chin strap, cord or drawstring please keep them safe by
removing these.

Drink Bottles

We have closed all of our “bubbler” water
fountains for the health and safety of all
children. Taps are available for children to
refill their drink bottles. Please make sure
that your child/ren bring a drink bottle to
school every day.

Assembly Acknowledgements
Congratulations to the following children and classes who
were acknowledged at the last assembly
for upholding our school values:


Arlee, John, Jed, Fraser, Tate & Kit (LA3-12)
Bravery – for being brave and hosting the
Remembrance Day Assembly.



Taylah B (LA2-11) & Olivia C (LA2-5)
Care – for showing care towards LA3-1 children
and helping them with their assembly.



Lily S & Eli T (LA2-2)
Care – thank you for showing kindness towards
others on a daily basis and for being positive role
models for the school.

Bravery

Care

Challenge

Trust

P&C – Colour Run

A huge “thank you” to our whole school community for
supporting the Plant a Difference Colour Run which was
held recently. Not only did the children have a fantastic
afternoon, but we raised well over $10,000 which will go
towards a new PA system and landscaping. Our
fundraising efforts also mean that 1,245 trees will be
planted in the Yarra Yarra Biodiversity Corridor. We are
very thankful for the generosity shown by our families.

