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Diary Dates: 
November 

Monday 1 
 Governing Council 7pm 

 
Friday 5 
 SAPSASA Beach Volleyball 
 Assembly hosted by LA1-1,  

1-2, 1-3 & 3-1 
 
Sunday 7 
 Lego League competition day 

 
Thursday 11 
 Remembrance Day 

 
Friday 12 
 Colour Run  

 
Monday 15 
 Welcome to School Family 

Evening (new families) 
 
Thursday 18 
 Finance Committee 7.45am 

 
Friday 19 
 Dress Code meeting 8am  
 Assembly hosted by LA4-1 & 

4-2 
 Y7 Science Alive excursion 

 
Mon 22 – Fri 26 
 R-5 swimming week 
 Canteen special week 

 
Thrusday 25 
 SVE excursion 

 
Friday 26 
 Y6 Art Auction 3.30pm 

 

School Closure 
Wednesday 1 December 

 
SMS Absence Number 

0476 857 224 
 

SA Term Dates for 2021 
Term 3    19 Jul   to  24 Sep 
Term 4    11 Oct  to  10 Dec 

 

Bravery - Care  
Challenge - Trust 

 
Traffic Monitors 
Week 4 
Morning:  Lucille T & Jessica S 
Afternoon: Miki F & Radha K 

Week 5 
Morning: Lucas C & Charlie B 
Afternoon: Zion S & Portia G 
 

Dear Families and the PPPS Community, 

I hope you have all had a wonderful start to this term. In addition to all of the Australian 
Curriculum learning going on each day, we have had some wonderful, additional learning 
experiences this term so far, such as International Mud Day, the Beachfront Hub 
performance and of course the Book Fair. We have some other wonderful activities and 
events over the next few weeks too, such as the Holdfast Minifest and the Colour Run 
event, while in week 7 we have Water Safety Week – please double-check for 
information below as well as via your regular class communication method. 

A vital reminder that if your child(ren) is not going to be attending Paringa Park Primary 
School in 2022 please let the front office know as soon as you can. Even just one or two 
families can mean a big difference with class structures for next year. Of course, 2021 
year 6s and 7s don’t need to let us know. 

Class Placement Process  
This year we are again using a software program called Class Creator to assist us to 
balance our classes using information provided by teachers, children and parents. Class 
Creator uses data from our gathered sources to create classes balanced by gender, 
class size, behaviour, academics and social issues. We retain full control when reviewing 
all placements in each class once all the data has been entered, prior to classes being 
finalised. We have spent significant time in considering our class structures for next year, 
which is based on our predicted enrolments. At this stage, we will commence the 2022 
school year  with 17 mainstream classes and there will be a mixture of straight and 
composite classes, based on enrolment numbers at various year levels. Parent input is 
now closed and no further information can be accepted as the process of class 
placement has already commenced. We acknowledge the school community for their 
trust of our professionals in making the best judgements about 2022 placements for each 
child. 

Colour Run 
Our Colour Run experience will be happening on Friday 12 November which is only two 
weeks from now. Each child has been given their sponsorship booklet and you can start 
fundraising via this website www.plantadifference.com.au  We ask each child to come to 
school wearing a white shirt on that day, so that it can best show the colour of the non-
toxic colours. If it’s cold weather that day, feel free to have your child wear school uniform 
over the shirt, which they will take off just before their ‘run’ after lunch. If the weather is 
warm enough, the white shirt is sufficient. 

Water Safety Week 
Monday 22 November to Friday 26 November is Water Safety Week for students from 
R-5. Each child should have received a note detailing the time their class has their 
lesson. We will need children to return their permission note to their class teacher and 
make their payments by Thursday 18 November. You can pay by Qkr or alternatively 
cash, cheque, credit card or EFTPOS. Don’t forget if you have a credit on your account, 
please contact front office staff to have this applied.  

Bike Safety 
We like to keep all of our Paringa Park Community safe and it 
has been brought to our attention by some caring parents of 
our school that some children are not being safe on their bikes. 
One main worry is that children are riding their bikes without 
helmets and/or riding dangerously on roads. It is important to 
note that wearing a helmet is the single most effective way of 
reducing head injuries if you have a bicycle crash.  

Being Sunsmart 
It is also important that we wear our school bucket hats to keep us safe from the sun 
during recess and lunch breaks. If we all make sure that each child has a named school 
hat in their bag daily then we can all be Sunsmart during the warmer months. 

Newsletter  
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COVID-related update  
As the State Government continues to review the COVID-
19 situation for South Australia, so has the Department for 
Education. We are delighted to welcome back parents, 
volunteers and visitors on site and take this opportunity to 
thank you for your cooperation during this really difficult 
time. We really value the home-school connections and 
look forward to this next step in strengthening/re-
establishing these connections. 

We ask that everyone continue to COVID SAfe QR check 
in at the gate/door and practice physical distancing from 
other adults, no mask required if outdoors. 

Volunteers/Visitors are welcome back on site and we 
remind you to check in via the QR and sign in at the front 
office. Masks are recommended for all visitors entering 
buildings. 

If bringing your child to school late or collecting them early, 
please continue to do this via the front office. 

Beachfront Hub Performance 
On Wednesday 20 October we were lucky enough to have 
the Beachfront Hub children perform for our year 3 to 5 
students. Our school has 21 children in the Beachfront Hub 
who have had a wonderful opportunity to play and learn an 
instrument in a band situation. The children can learn a 
variety of instruments such as the trumpet, trombone, 
clarinet, flute, oboe, saxophone, bass guitar, drums and 
percussion. Many children were inspired by the Beachfront 
Bands performance and took a note home so they could 
apply to participate in this great learning experience next 
year, open to all 2022 year 5s and 6s. 

Holdfast Minifest 
Yesterday, the choirs from schools in our Partnership – 
Brighton PS, Glenelg PS, St. Leonards PS and Warradalde 
PS came together at our school to perform songs they have 
been practising this year. It was a wonderful opportunity for 
those children to sing to an audience. Our students were 
lucky enough to be the audience and see all the choirs 
perform in our own gym. 

Kind regards, 
Anthony Fischer 
 
 
Finance Update 
A reminder that many families still have a credit on their 
accounts. If you think this may apply to you, please contact 
the front office to apply the credit against your child’s 
swimming invoice – we will not do this automatically. 
 

 
End of Year Celebration Concert 

Tuesday 30 November 
Year 7 Graduation 

Tuesday 7 December 
Year 6 Graduation 

Wednesday 8 December 
More information will be sent to families soon! 

 

Parent Forum  
For parents and carers of children with disability 
Parents and carers of children with disability are invited to 
join a free parent forum being held at 72a Marlborough St, 
Henley Beach on Thursday 18 November from 10.00am to 
2.00pm. 

The forum will open with the keynote ‘Impact on Siblings’ 
by Kate Strohm from Siblings Australia. There will also be 
a workshop on ‘Inclusion’ led by Stuart Kitto, Senior 
Advisor, Disability Policy and Programs. 

In addition to the above, there will be 2 presentations: 

·         An introduction to Regulation 
·         The Behaviour Support toolkit.  

Contact 
Special Education Resource Unit (SERU) 
Phone: 8235 2871 
Email: education.ParentForumConference@sa.gov.au  

 

 
 
 
 
Colour Run 
We have just two weeks to go until our colour run and need 
a lot more donations to reach our goal. Can you help us? 

Visit www.plantadifference.com.au to create your profile 
page and share with family and friends to spread the word! 
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Learner Engagement and Wellbeing 
Brighton Secondary first Transition Day Reflection 
On Monday last week, our year 6 and 7 students who are 
going to Brighton Secondary School in 2022 were 
welcomed to the school for a full day transition. Paringa 
Park teachers on hand all day to help out and be there as 
a comfort to our kids. We were the only visiting school on 
the day which was really great for the students. The year 
6/7 teachers consulted the students last Tuesday to gauge 
their responses and this is a snapshot of what they said (we 
have also shared this with BSS to ensure their transition 
process continues to evolve). 

What key activities moved your thinking ahead? 

 Wasn’t expecting smoothie making - a surprise for 
transition day! 

 Being able to wander around the building and get a feel 
for it. 

 Art planning/design - it is different to Primary School and 
I wasn't expecting an activity like that! 

What were some of the things you found challenging? 

 The grounds - not being able to explore the outside 
spaces like the back oval 

 Asking questions because we didn’t feel comfortable with 
peer leaders yet. 

 Navigating where we need to be next year 
 The art - the instructions were a little vague and I found it 

hard to follow 

What questions arose from yesterday's visit? 

 What type of computer/tablet are we using? 
 Which house will I be in? 
 What kinds of food will be in the upgraded canteen? 

What insights about yourself, your feelings or about 
going to high school do you now have after yesterday? 

 It isn’t going to be as hard as I thought it was going to be 
IF I keep up with work in class 

 I am excited to go to high school and all of the 
opportunities in the bigger place, more so than in our 
smaller primary school 

 Was nervous, but now I’m excited 

The students main transition comes on Thursday 2 
December (year 6 students) and Friday 3 December (year 
7 students). 

 

Mountain Biking Race Results 
In week 1 of this term, I took 2 teams of 4 to a very different 
sporting event, the State Mountain Biking Championships 
at O’Halloran Hill Recreation Park. Over 600 students 
attended the event, a huge increase on last year indicating 
mountain biking is really popular. Our teams were low on 
experience but trained over the holiday break.  

On the day it was pretty hard conditions with lots of rain in 
the day previous but our boys did a great job in the under 
15 category to come 38th and 43rd out of 80 teams. 
Students had to complete as many laps as possible in a 3 
hour time limit with an average lap taking us about 8-9 
minutes. It was such a fun event and has inspired many of 
the students to investigate courses and after-school 
training in mountain biking skills. Big congratulations to 
Cain, Ryder, Calum, Blake, Oscar, Will, Austin & Wade for 
their determination and enthusiasm on the day and in the 
lead up. 

 

Words of Wellbeing (Wow)- Dangers of unsupervised 
streaming media 
Over the holiday break, Netflix released a series called 
Squid Game. I am sure many of you have watched it due 
to the promotion it got in the media. I too got caught by this 
and watched part of it through curiosity. Fair to say it was 
not something I really enjoyed. I am not a fan of blood and 
gore and at the end of it, wished I had not made the effort 
as it did torment me a little and you cannot unsee what you 
have seen. 

So I was a little horrified when in the first week we had 
students mimicking Squid Game scenes at school. 
Students I questioned had told me they had either watched 
scenes or the whole series. With the series being MA 15+ 
it raises the question what influence/effect such content 
would have on a 10 or 11 year old child as you cannot 
unsee what you have seen. The students I spoke to had 
social issues in the yard related to the games they were 
playing from the series.  

I then had a conversation with a year 1 student who had 
been watching MA content on YouTube about wars. He 
was having great difficulty differentiating between what was 
real and what was on YouTube, again you cannot unsee 
what you have seen and what effect does this have on a 6 
year old child? In class, he found it hard to concentrate. 

Both YouTube and Netflix have filters that parents can put 
in place, however the most important factor in these cases 
was that children told me their parents didn't know they 
were watching MA content or didn't care according to the 
children (which I am sure is not the case). 

We are in an age like never before where streaming and 
online services are so common in our houses. It is so 
tempting to justify letting our kids have down time on a 
device or in front of the smart TV, but do we know what they 
are watching and do we know if they understand the 
difference between fiction and reality? Ensuring devices 
are only used in open spaces under supervision can help, 
and putting locks on Netflix and YouTube on TVs is the way 
to go.  

 

I know it is hard as a parent to monitor devices and 
streaming services, I have 2 teenagers myself, but open 
conversations and monitoring of devices and content are 
so important, as once a concept is watched it cannot be 
unseen and the effects were evident from what I saw last 
week.  

  

 

 

 



Upcoming Payments Due 
 

Preferred payment method is via Qkr! 
Please contact the front office for other payment 

options and for any payment queries. 
 

All school payments are due at 3pm on the last day 
to pay.  Late payments will not be accepted. 

 
 R-5 Water Safety 

$40 due 3pm Thursday 18 November 
 

 

Fair Play Footy Award 
The following students were last week acknowledged at 
assembly for their efforts in being the fairest team in the 
year 2 school league. Scott Uppington from the SANFL and 
Glenelg FC came along to present the award to the boys. 
It was a well deserved award and one we would like to 
congratulate the boys on.  

Jordy W, Radin A, Angus W, Keon H, Matteo D, Oscar H, 
Sethuja D, Taylor W, Freddie G, Lucas T & Lewis C. 

Jamie Meredith 
Senior Leader – Learner Engagement & Wellbeing 
 
 

Library News 
The Premier’s Reading Challenge 
medals and certificates have arrived 
and will be distributed to classes 

following next week’s assembly. Well 
done everyone! Borrowing for all children will finish at the 
end of week 6 (November 19). All books must be returned 
no later than the end of week 8 (December 3). The 
jacarandas are blooming so Christmas can’t be too far 
away. 

Book Fair update 
According to our records, there are outstanding wish lists 
that have been paid for online but not presented to the 
school. We need to finalise the Book Fair and ask if you 
could check that all wish lists have been returned to school 
for processing. The books paid for on these unreturned 
slips will not be sent to the school for distribution. 

Scholastic Book Club 
The final book club pamphlet for this year will be arriving 
soon. Please remember you are under no obligation to buy 
but it is an opportunity for those who may have missed out 
on purchasing at the Book Fair. 

Happy reading,  
Tracey, Anne, Caroline and Brant 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Mathematics 
We need to say a big thank you to the families who have 
made these Numicon bags. We will be able to use these 
bags in so many different ways! 

In the Junior Primary we love our Numicon. It is great 
resource to use in building a strong sense of number.  

In the reception classes we have been using these to learn 
about odd and even numbers. Our partner puts a tile in the 
bag, we then put our hand in and have to feel to see if it is 
an odd or even number. 

We have also used these to strengthen our number bonds 
to ten. Our partner puts a tile in the bag and we have to feel 
what the number is and then say what number we would 
put with it to make ten.   

Thank you again to all of the sewers for supporting our 
interest in maths. 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Beachront Hub Instrumental Music 
There are vacancies in the beginning band for 2022. If your 
child will be in year 5 or 6 in 2022 they are welcome to join. 
There are vacancies for students who would like to learn - 
Trombone, Tuba, Trumpet, Flute, Saxophone, Clarinet, 
Percussion or Electric Bass. The Demonstration and 
Information session will help students to make an informed 
decision about which instrument they would like to learn 
and give Instrumental Teachers an opportunity to suggest 
instrument suitability. 

An information meeting will be held on Wednesday 24 
November at 9am at the Brighton Secondary School 
Concert Hall. Please RSVP via 
sue.asser329@schools.sa.edu.au  
Learning a musical instrument has many benefits. As well 
as specific musical skills students learn: 

 study habits such as time management, problem 
solving and perseverance 

 teamwork skills including interdependence, peer 
mentoring and student leadership 

 personal development skills like self-regulation, 
identity, confidence and resilience. 

When? Lessons begin in week 4 of term 1, 2022. 
Students attend lessons for half an hour each week, on 
Thursdays between 9.15 and 10.30am. Later in the year 
we will be forming the beginner band in preparation for 
performances for hub schools and families. 

Where? At Brighton Secondary School. Transport is the 
responsibility of the parents. 

What do I do? 
Discuss the idea of learning an instrument with your child. 
Include in the discussion these main points: 

 A flexible attitude to instrument choice; to ensure a 
successful Hub Band Program it is vital that there is a 
balance of instruments, therefore numbers on each 
instrument will be capped and some students may be 
offered their 2nd or 3rd preference. 

 The need to practice. 
 Commitment for the whole year 
 How much fun it will be! 

What is the cost? 
Lessons are free, BUT you will need to borrow, buy or hire 
an instrument – your school can help you with this. You 
will also need to buy a tutor book and the Hub will charge 
a small annual fee to cover consumables. 

 Your school can hire an IMS Instrument at a cost is 
$180pa, or you can source your own instrument 

 The tutor book is ~$20 
 the admin fee is $13 per semester. 

Your Commitment 
Once your child has started it is expected that they will 
attend all lessons, continue for the whole year, and 
practice at home! 

More Questions? 
Contact Sue Asser, Instrumental Music Teacher 
Sue.asser329@schools.sa.edu.au  

 
 
 
 
 

Assembly Acknowledgements 
Congratulations to the following children and classes who were 

acknowledged at the last assembly 
for upholding our school values: 

 Jaxe M (LA1-1)  
Care – for showing kindness and care when offering Mrs 
Hammond some craft materials which he was using.  

 Jack S (LA1-8) 
Care – thank you for always speaking kindly to your friends 
in LA1-8 and your reception reading buddies. 

 Holly L (LA1-8)  
Challenge – well done Holly on writing a very persuasive 
argument about why gymnastics is the best hobby. 

 Zebby K (LA1-9) 
Care – your friendly and caring nature is much appreciated 
by your peers. Thank you for being a great classmate. 

 Amelia D (LA1-9)  
Care – thank you for showing care for our classroom by 
looking out for others and having their best interests at 
heart. 

 Bianca S (LA1-9) 
Care – thank you for always taking pride in your work and 
wanting to do your best!  

 Lucy S (LA1-9)  
Trust – thank you for consistently being ready to listen and 
learn straight away. Your on-task behaviours are fantastic. 

 Niamh M (LA1-9)  
Challenge & Bravery – your confidence and willingness to 
share your thinking in class has significantly improved. 
LA1-9 really values your thoughts and ideas. You should 
be very proud. 

 Jason W (LA1-9) 
Challenge – for working successfully in maths and 
responding well to feedback to help you improve. 

 Mila H (LA1-11)  
For settling well into your new learning environment and 
for showing our school values. 

 Lewis N, Levi H & Keita K (LA1-11) 
You are respectful and hard working. You always show our 
school values and are great role models for our class.  

 Millie M (LA1-11) 
Challenge – you always work hard and challenge yourself. 
You take on feedback and strive to achieve your best. 

 Summer C (LA1-11) 
Care – you always show care towards your classmates. 
You are kind and caring and willingly help or support others 
with their learning if needed. 

 George C & John R (LA2-7)  
Care – for coming up and asking Mr M about his day and 
hoping he has a great day. Very thoughtful. 

 Chelsea F (LA2-2), Topaz P (LA2-2) & Vanessa R 
(LA2-10) 
Care – for supporting and caring about other students who 
felt left out during the tranisiton day to Brighton Secondary 
School. 

 Ewan M, Matilda L, Kalhia B, Kayla R, Evie P, Brayden 
P, Austin C, Spencer H, Ruby A, Ruby L, Taylah B, 
Milla W, Maya B, Ivy S, Ava K & Chloe T  
Care & Trust – all of the specialist teachers would like to 
thank these year 6 & 7 children for being helpful, caring 
and supportive of staff and each other.  

 

Bravery      Care      Challenge      Trust 
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