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Diary Dates: 
May 

Sunday 16 
 Working Bee 1-4pm 

 
Monday 17 
 NAPLAN this week 
 Governing Council exec 

6.30pm 
 Governing Council 7pm 

 

Friday 21 
 Assembly hosted by LA1-9 

 
Thursday 27 
 National Reconciliation Week 

Assembly 
 
Friday 28 
 Principal’s Tour 9am 

 
Monday 31 
 Environment Comm. 3.30pm 

 

June 
Wednesday 2 – Friday 4 
 LA4-3 & 4-4 Camp 
 Science Workshops year 5 

 
Thursday 3 
 Finance Committee 7.45am 

 

Friday 4 
 Assembly hosted by LA1-4 & 

1-5 
 Dress Code Meeting 8am 

 

 
 

SMS Absence Number 
0476 857 224 

 
   
SA Term Dates for 2021 
  Term 2    27 Apr  to  2 Jul 
  Term 3    19 Jul   to  24 Sep 
  Term 4    11 Oct  to  10 Dec 
 
 

Bravery  -  Care  
Challenge  -  Trust 

 
 
Traffic Monitors 
Week 4 
Morning: Mikahla & Amelie 
Afternoon: Hunter & Evan 

Week 5 
Morning:  Topaz & Gabby 
Afternoon:  Ewan & Dylan 
 
 

Dear Families, 

We have had a fabulous start to term 2, with all children immersed in a range of exciting 
learning opportunities. Margy Holland and the Maths Improvement Lead Team have 
been leading our professional learning, and many teachers are implementing new 
strategies for teaching and learning of Mathematics with their class. Our specialist 
teachers are also focussing on making explicit the links to mathematics within each of 
their specialist areas, with a focus on maths vocabulary. There is always an update on 
our maths journey in each newsletter and some great ideas for maths games you can 
play with your child at home.  

Thank ED  
This is an initiative from the department designed 
to recognise staff. Any staff member, child or 
community member can show their appreciation 
for a staff member to acknowledge and 
recognise what matters most in our school. You can do this via an online portal 
www.education.sa.gov.au/ThankED. Your child will be bringing home a bookmark next 
week with further information.  

Staffing update 
Fortunately for Douglas Brookes, our groundsperson, he has gained full time 
employment at Brighton Secondary School commencing next week. This is disappointing 
for us however, as Dougie has done an outstanding job in this role since term 2, 2020. 
We are currently working through a process to fill this position as Murray Oliver who 
holds this position permanently, continues to take leave. A huge shout out and thank you 
to Dougie - we will all miss you!  

NAPLAN 
This week our year 3, 5 and 7 children have participated in NAPLAN. This mandated 
national testing provides a snapshot of what a child can do on one occasion in one test 
situation. It is important to remind our children that regardless of the test result, we are 
very proud of them as they showed persistence and commitment in the lead up to these 
tests and really tried their best during this demanding time. When talking with your child 
about the results when they arrive, remember that the results need to be looked at 
together with all of the other assessments they have done throughout the year. The 
scores children receive will tell you as parents something, but they will definitely not tell 
you everything about your child’s learning. Encourage your child to feel proud of the 
effort they put into their NAPLAN tests and recognise that on that day, and at that time, 
they brought their very best. 

Report writing 
Our teachers have commenced collating their assessment data for each child gathered 
from the beginning of this year, in preparation for writing reports. These again will be 
made available on the Parent Portal. More information to come. 

Transition to High School 
We have invited Casey Freeman, the Head of Middle School at Brighton Secondary 
School to our school to meet with parents of children who are making the transition to 
their school in 2022. Casey will provide some information regarding the transition to high 
school and will be available to answer questions from families. Two workshops have 
been organised, to which parents are invited. These will be held in our library. 

Parents of current year 6 children 
Tuesday 25 May 6-7pm 

Parents of current year 7 children 
Tuesday 1 June 6-7pm  

Kind regards, 
Leanne  

Newsletter  

mailto:dl.0668_info@schools.sa.edu.au
http://www.paringpkps.sa.edu.au/
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Literacy 
Writing 
This term children are writing a narrative piece of text to be 
uploaded onto our Brightpath portal for assessment. 
Teachers will be assessing and moderating these work 
samples over the next few weeks which will inform our 
teaching programs. Children are engaged in writing lessons 
to support them to know where they are at with their writing 
based on the Brightpath scale, articulate areas for 
improvement and to be able to set a goal for their writing. 

Here is a sample of writing from some year 2 children (right) 
and a year 5 child (below). 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
How can I help my child with their writing at home? 

● Encourage children to write, write, write! Provide many 
opportunities such as writing the shopping list, sending 
letters and cards to friends and relations, writing emails, 
keeping a diary, publishing personal stories, labelling 
photos in the family album, and leaving notes. Writing 
should be relevant and meaningful rather than writing 
for the sake of writing. 

● Give children opportunities to read their stories aloud 
(while you sit back and listen). Listen with a focus on the 
message they express. Comment on what they have 
done well, for example: ‘I enjoyed how you used 
interesting words such as X, Y, Z.’ ‘The character you 
created seems so real. I can imagine how he looks.’ 
Leave comments about spelling, punctuation, and 
grammar to another time — they are important if and 
when it is to be published. 

● Draw children’s attention to how writing is presented, for 
example, on brochures, billboards, books, and 
electronic media — these are models of writing for real 
purposes. 

● Create a community of writers. Provide a quiet place for 
writing with lots of writing materials. Leave notes for 
each other, write poems for your children, and send 
messages in lunch containers. Play writing games, for 
example, one person writes the beginning, another the 
middle and the other the end of a family story. Write 
together. 

For more information for parents from Primary Teaching 
English Association Australia, please click here. 

Tracey Bennett 
Senior Leader - Literacy 

https://www.petaa.edu.au/w/Teaching_Resources/Parents_guide.aspx


Wellbeing 
WoW (Words of Wellbeing) 
Listening to your child, I mean really listening. 
Being a dad with 2 teenagers of 13 and 15 (makes me feel 
old to say that) there is so much going on in a week I often 
have no idea where time goes. I am sure you can relate. 
However, in this state of the world that most of us all 
operate in as families, children and their needs are often 
left behind and they are not heard when they lose their way.  

We see they have a problem, 
listen to it and then go straight 
into trying to fix it so we can 
move on because the dog 
needs feeding, homework 
needs to be done or the dinner 
needs to be cooked. On a 
surface level this works, but in 
terms of building your child's 

self-worth, strengthening your relationships with them and 
fostering confidence and the ability to problem solve 
themselves, it ticks none of those boxes. 

The answer - simply stop……... and listen. Put away the 
phone, turn off the TV, get rid of all other distractions and 
listen to them.  

As adults we are very much seeking to answer all of our 
children’s problems often so we can move on. Our children 
sense this and they just wanted to be heard not solved. 
Empathy is what they seek. If you are able to validate their 
feelings by saying “I understand this must be hard for you” 
your interactions with your child will be much more fruitful 
and less centred on judgement and comparisons. Give it a 
try. The investment you put in will pay off down the track. 

Resilience Project - Hugh Van Cylenburg 
Earlier on in the year I mentioned the 
opportunity to attend a talk by the 
Resilience Project Founder Hugh Van 
Cylenburg. On Sunday it was great to 
see a few families investigate this 
opportunity. Leanne and I attended 
after having read his book and found 
the messages very enlightening and 
reaffirming for both our personal 
pursuits and our professional pursuits 
as leaders and guardians of our 
students wellbeing and engagement. 

The message was simple - in Australia 
we are not getting wellbeing right and this is driving high 
levels of anxiety and depression in young people that are 
among the highest in the world. Screens are ruling our kids 
lives and we are finding it harder than ever to connect with 
our kids as parents.  

Hugh does not have a silver bullet but 
what he did discuss were the 3 pillars 
for wellbeing that have scientific 
research backing up their use in 
improving our wellbeing - 
Mindfulness, Empathy and 
Gratitude.  
I will explore these topics in greater 
detail in the coming newsletters. In 
the meantime Hugh has a podcast 
called The Imperfects and of course you can also look up 
The Resilience Project online and have a look at the book. 
Again I would highly recommend it. More in coming weeks:) 

 

Calling all parents and families - Can you help??? 
RUOK Day at Paringa Park Primary 

Friday 10 September 

Last year we celebrated RUOK Day as our student leaders 
believed it was vital to attend to student mental health and 
learning how to support each other when we are feeling 
down. It was very well received by students and teachers. 
This year we have planned for a whole day of action for 
RUOK Day. We are looking to provide opportunities for 
children in every class throughout the day to engage in 
activities that help them grow their skills in mental health 
and give them the ability to help others in need.  

Our Student Voice Executive is looking to our community 
to see if they have any skills to offer in working with us to 
plan and offer services on this day. It could be yoga 
classes, mindfulness sessions, healthy eating/cooking 
sessions, physical activity sessions, art and craft sessions. 
These would supplement our teachers in doing class 
activities around mental health and learning how to support 
other students.  

If you can help please contact me asap, as the student 
leaders and I are starting to put together sessions and 
plans. Jamie.meredith130@schools.sa.edu.au  

Jamie Meredith 
Senior Leader – Engagement & Wellbeing 
 
 

 
 
Quiz Night 
We have been waiting since 2018 
and the wait is finally over. The 

      2021 Quiz Night is on 
         Saturday 14 August 

 with the theme “Op Shop Glam”! More 
details and how to order tickets will follow. One of our main 
focuses now is sourcing donations for the night.  If there is 
any community member that owns or works for a business 
who is in a position to donate a product or service please 
contact: 
 

Leigh Lauwrens (leigh.lauwrens@movemein.com.au), 
Vanessa Diercks (vanessad@aeh.com.au)  
or me (anthony.venning@flinders.edu.au).   

Any donations are appreciated (e.g. vouchers for dining 
out, accommodation, tickets for activities) and will help 
make the night a success, plus raise funds to go towards 
improved facilities at the school.  So start organising your 
tables of 10, get your glam outfits ready, and I’ll be in touch 
with more details in the coming weeks.  

Anthony Venning 
P&C and Quiz Night Committees 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Jamie.meredith130@schools.sa.edu.au
mailto:leigh.lauwrens@movemein.com.au
mailto:vanessad@aeh.com.au
mailto:anthony.venning@flinders.edu.au


Mathematics  
Maths in Action 
Our year 4 teachers (Eleanor Freeth, Sarah Fowles & 
Ebony Wilkey) have been attending the Orbis 
Mathematics 3-5 program. This involves 5 days of 
professional learning that builds teachers maths content 
knowledge and supports them to design engaging 
mathematical experiences for students. It explores how 
attitudes and beliefs influence how we teach and how 
students learn and how to support positive mindsets with 
daily mathematical thinking. The teachers have found the 
professional learning inspiring and very practical and have 
been using the activities with their students. Here are some 
photos of our year 4’s playing ‘check the clues’, a 
collaborative activity where students have to work together 
to find the solution to a problem. 

 

 

 

 
 

Margy Holland 
Senior Leader Mathematics 
 
 
 

Future Enrolments 
To assist us with our planning we seek information from you 
regarding siblings who you would like to be placed on our 
enrolment register for 2022, including reception children.  
Please collect an Enrolment Register Application form from 
the front office or download one from our website.  

We would also like to know of any children leaving PPPS 
at the end of 2021 excluding year 6/7 students. Please call  
the front office on 8296 8904 or email 
erica.staude25@schools.sa.edu.au  as soon as possible. 
 
 
Information Technology 
Good habits start young (Part 1) 

Parents and carers play an important 
role in helping children to develop 
digital intelligence — the social, 
emotional and practical skills needed 
to successfully navigate the digital 
world. 

Even for preschool children, it is 
never too early to instil good habits, 
and as your child gets older it is 

useful to keep reminding them of these basic digital 
intelligence principles: respect, empathy, critical thinking, 
responsible behaviour and resilience. These are also 
principles you can emphasise with your child when things 
go wrong.  

Principle 1 - Promote respectful communication  
● Encourage your child to use the same positive manners 

and behaviour they would use offline, understanding 
that others may have different cultures, backgrounds or 
points of view. If it is not OK to say or do something face 
to face, it is not OK online.  

● Remind them to avoid responding to negative 
messages and to tell you or another trusted adult if they 
receive them. Tell them it is OK to report others who are 
not being nice.   

● Emphasise the positives. For example, ‘I know what a 
kind and respectful person you are, and it makes me so 
proud to see you acting the same way when you're 
online. You are such a great friend — I can see how 
much everyone looks up to you at school.’ 

Georgii Staben 
Technology Coach 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

School Disco 
Friday 18 June 

 
Quiz Night 

Saturday 14 August 
 
 

mailto:erica.staude25@schools.sa.edu.au


Library News 

 
 
 
 
 
 

We are looking forward (and upwards) to meeting in the 
gym next Wednesday at 10:30am to share the experience 
of the reading of this year’s book by NASA Astronaut, Dr. 
Shannon Walker. 
 
 
 
 
 
Congratulations to the following children for completing 
their Premier’s Reading Challenge.  
 

Emily M. 
2-7 

Saoirse M. 
1-11 

Tom R. 
1-4 

William L. 
1-9 

Maxwell B. 
1-3 

Max H. 
2-7 

Lucy S. 
1-9 

Niamh M. 
1-9 

Hayden D. 
1-9 

Sidney G. 
1-9 

Sebastian B. 
1-1 2nd   

Lakshmi S. 
1-1 

Holly L. 
1-8 

Breanna C. 
1-11 

Scarlett N. 
1-4 

Sienna B. 
2-7 

Sophia T. 
1-8 2nd  

Ruby L. 
2-11 

Jasmine T. 
1-1 

Tilly C. 
1-1 

Olivia Z. 
1-1 

 
And please keep looking for those pesky overdue books. 

Happy reading, 
Tracey, Anne, Caroline and Brant 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Survey – Experience of Schooling during Covid19 
Around this time in 2020 ACSSO released their first 
Australian family survey on schooling during the Covid-19 
pandemic. More than 3000 families responded, and their 
answers have helped tremendously with advocacy to 
governments and schools. 

You can read the summary of the first survey here. The 
responses were diverse: at times uplifting, surprising and 
even heartbreaking. 

ACSSO is pleased to announce in the launch of a follow-up 
survey, which will pursue the major themes from their first 
survey: family and child wellbeing; access to adequate 
equipment and appropriate learning formats; and questions 
of engagement with schools under pandemic conditions. 

You can find the survey here.  
 
 
 
SAPSASA News 
Netball 
Over the past 3-4 weeks the South West Netball trials have 
been held to select the District Netball teams. This year 
most of the team sports are running 2 carnivals 
simultaneously with separate year 6 competitions and year 
7 competitions. The State Carnivals will be held at Priceline 
Stadium later this term. 

Congratulations to Ada-Mae K, Ruby A and Maya V who 
have been selected in the year 6 South West District Team; 
and congratulations to Matilda B who has been selected in 
the year 7 South West District Team. 

Cross Country 
Last Thursday we had 21 students run in the district cross-
country competition. The course was held at West Beach 
Reserve for the first time, which is a nice flat course. All of 
our runners finished in the top 20 which is a great result and 
was due to the effort and training they have been doing 
through Running Club each week. 

A special mention to our top 10 finishers: Jacob C, Emily 
M, Ava K, Oliver P and James P. Well done! They were 
fantastic runs with strong finishes to the line. We are waiting 
for confirmation of which students will be selected in the 
South West District Team, who will compete at Oakbank in 
the State Championships in June. 

Michelle Burton  
PE Teacher 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.research.net/r/95VGNZZ


Assembly Acknowledgements 
Congratulations to the following children and classes 

who were acknowledged at the last assembly 
for upholding our school values: 

 
 Owen M (LA2-7)  

Care – for showing care and kindness to another 
child in need. 

 Billie, Eli, Norah & Emma (LA1-4) 
Care – for caring for the environment by picking up 
rubbish at lunch time. 

 All of LA1-11  
Challenge & Trust – for working well in small 
groups, collaborating and compromising to 
complete their excellent playgrounds in STEM. 

 LA1-9, 1-10 & 1-11 
For displaying all of our school values when 
attending our camp to Arbury Park. Well done on a 
fantastic job! 

 
Bravery      Care      Challenge      Trust 

Introducing Mary Spence 
PPPS Pastoral Care Worker 
I am a social worker by trade and 
have been working in the 
community services for the last 15 
years in various capacities, 
including Family & Relationship 
Counselling with children and young 
people.  I attend a local church and 
am married with 3 young children 
(including twin girls).  I enjoy being 

outdoors, going bush walking, gardening, reading, 
watching movies and doing crafty activities with my 
children. 

As a Pastoral Care Worker, I am available to chat with 
children in the school yard at recess and lunch times.  I am 
also able to work alongside teachers and children in the 
classroom.  It is hoped that as I get to know children and 
their needs, I will be able to work with small groups of 
children to develop their social and emotional skills. 

I am passionate about helping children and young people 
develop their gifts and talents.  It is a privilege to be part of 
the school community and I look forward to getting to know 
staff, children and their families. 

Feel free to contact me via the front office or by email 
mary.spence526@schools.sa.edu.au  

Mary Spence 
 
 
French Update 
Bonjour!  This term in French the junior primary classes are 
learning how to talk and present information about 
themselves.  Every 2 weeks they are learning a new 
question/answer, which they are practicing to say, write and 
read, focussing on comprehension, fluency and 
pronunciation.  During this term they are working towards 
getting their Paringa Park French Licence, a card which will 
have information about themselves on it, which they are 
drafting themselves. On the back it will have a special QR 
code that can direct families to quizzes and information 
about current learning. 

French Day 
On Wednesday 30 June (week 10), we will be 
holding the Paringa Park French Day at 
school.  Every child is encouraged to dress 
up in something French themed (or any 
French-speaking country) and each class will 
choose two children to be in a French parade 
in the morning on that day.  We will also have 

a special lunch this day. There will be more information to 
follow over the next few weeks so keep an eye on the 
newsletter. 

A bientot, 
Madame Ellison & Monsieur Mathieu 
 
 
Late Arrivals 
If your child arrives late to school, they must present at the 
front office before heading to their classroom.  Late 
children will be signed in by office staff who will provide the 
child with a late slip to give to the teacher.  

If you need to collect your child early from school, please 
come to the front office. Our staff will arrange for children 
to meet you in the office.  

 

Canteen News 
We have some exciting new warm snacks 
available this term just in time for the cooler 
months! Available for over the counter sales 
only. 

Hash Browns $1 each 

          Mini Spring Rolls 3 for $2 

There’s also been a small change to our regular menu, with 
the hot chicken wrap being replaced by a hot chicken roll. 
Delicious roast chicken and low fat mayo on a warm roll, 
just $4.50 available to order on Qkr.  

Volunteers 
Our canteen is run with the help of a network of volunteers 
from the school community. If you can spare any time to 
join us and help prepare and serve food, we’d love to hear 
from you. You can choose a short shift, like the “Power 
Hour” or a 2 hour shift from 9.15-11.15am or 11.30am-
1.30pm. We are very flexible and appreciate all help. As a 
volunteer, you’ll have fun, meet new people and your 
children will love seeing you in the canteen. Plus you’ll 
receive a healthy lunch and plenty of tea & coffee! If you’d 
like more information please refer to the email sent to 
families on Monday this week, or you 
can contact me via 
lisagoodings1326@gmail.com or pop 
in to see me in the canteen. 

Many thanks, 
Lisa Goodings 
Canteen Manager 
 
 
Drink Bottles 

The "bubbler" water fountains remain closed 
for the health and safety of all children. Taps 
are available for children to refill their drink 
bottles. Please make sure that your 
child/ren bring a named drink bottle to 
school every day. 
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