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Diary Dates: 
March 

Friday 26 

 Sports Day – Bowker St Oval 
 

Monday 29 

 SAPSASA Lacrosse 

 Student/Teacher/Parent 
Interviews this week 

 

Wednesday 31 – Thursday 1 

 Year 3 Camp – Arbury Park 

April 

Thursday 1 

 Easter Assembly/Raffle Draw 

 Early Dismissal 2:05pm 
 

Friday 2 

 Public Holiday – Easter 
 

Monday 5 

 Public Holiday - Easter 
 

Wednesday 7 

 Year 2 Monarto Zoo excursion 
 

Friday 9 

 Last day of term 1 
Early dismissal 2:05pm 
Casual Day – Gold Coin 
Donation for Hutt St Centre 
 

Monday 26 

 Public Holiday 
 

Tuesday 27 

 Term 2 starts 
 

Wednesday 28 

 Year 6 & 7 photos 

 Catch up photo day 
 

 

SMS Absence Number 
0476 857 224 

 

  SA Term Dates for 2021 
  Term 1    27 Jan  to  9 Apr 
  Term 2    27 Apr  to  2 Jul 
  Term 3    19 Jul   to  24 Sep 
  Term 4    11 Oct  to  10 Dec 
 

Bravery, Care 
Challenge, Trust 

 

Traffic Monitors 
Week 10 
Morning: Grace F & Grace H 
Afternoon: Tyler & Alex 

Week 11 
Morning:  Susanna & Olivia  
Afternoon:  Tom & Eddy 
 

Dear Families, 

Feedback from our Parent Survey 2020 has generated much discussion at Governing 
Council, especially around how we can ensure that parents are informed about what 
their children are learning and how they are progressing. As a school there are a number 
of strategies we already have in place to engage with our families about their child’s 
learning, but we are always seeking to improve. This includes Three Way interviews 
which are being held in the next couple of weeks, and I strongly encourage all parents 
to make a time to meet with their class teacher. Specialist teachers also have made 
times available should you wish to discuss your child’s progress in Performing Arts 
(Steph Hammond), Science (Belinda Snell or Kelly Mitchell), PE (Michelle Burton), 
French (Bronte Ellison or Mathieu Denis) and intervention programs (Lena Lloyd). 
Please refer to the email sent to all families last week for online booking details.  

There are a number of policies and procedures on our website that support parent’s 
understanding of how we support sharing information about children’s progress. This 
includes our Communication Policy, Assessment and Reporting Policy, and Home 
Learning Policy. 

The latter was discussed at Governing Council meeting last week.  This policy was 
collaboratively developed by teachers and leadership in 2018 and endorsed by 
Governing Council and still stands. It currently states: 

Types of home learning that may be expected at Paringa Park Primary School:  

For children in reception, year 1 and year 2: home learning will concentrate on building 
literacy skills (e.g. reading, practice of frequently used words). Reading at home for 
(up to 15-20 minutes) every weeknight is the ideal for children at these levels.  

For children in years 3, 4 and 5: home learning will focus on practising and developing 
skills in time management, organisation, self-discipline and self-direction. It also 
supports developing sound study habits and some may include consolidation of class 
learning or some preparatory work for the class learning program. It can be expected 
to take up to 2 hours over the week.  

For children in year 6 and 7: home learning consists of longer term pieces of learning 
linked to the class program and requiring children to practise and develop skills in time 
management, organisation, self discipline and self-direction. There may also be 
completion of class work for some children. It can be expected to take up to 2 hours 
per week. However, at times there may need to be additional time allocated in order to 
complete tasks. 

One of our Governing Council members, Sarah, has provided some links for parents to 
support their children with setting up good habits for home learning. You may wish to 
check them out:  

Winning the homework wars – Rebecca Jenkins  

Developing Good Homework Habits - HealthyChildren.org           

Collecting your child early from school 
Please remember that parents/caregivers are not to go to the classrooms to collect their 
child/children if they need to leave early. As per the school's Attendance Policy and 
Procedures, you must sign your child/ren out at the front office and they will be called to 
come and meet you there. This ensures that your child is registered in our rolls as leaving 
early, and it also alleviates disruption to the classroom teaching. We also ask that if your 
child is late to school, you sign them in at the office and children then make their own 
way to their classroom to minimise disruptions. 
 
 
 
 

 

Newsletter  

Reminder - Early Dismissal 

Thursday 1 April 2:05pm 

mailto:dl.0668_info@schools.sa.edu.au
http://www.paringpkps.sa.edu.au/
https://paringpkps.sa.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Communication-Policy.pdf
https://paringpkps.sa.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/11/Assessment-Reporting-Policy-and-Procedures-2.pdf
https://paringpkps.sa.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Home-Learning-Guidelines.pdf
https://paringpkps.sa.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Home-Learning-Guidelines.pdf
http://www.abc.net.au/health/thepulse/stories/2012/02/21/3432588.htm
https://www.healthychildren.org/English/ages-stages/gradeschool/school/Pages/Developing-Good-Homework-Habits.aspx


Sports Day 
We look forward to welcoming parents to our Sports Day 
tomorrow.  Please refer to the email communication and 
map sent to all families earlier this week regarding the 
program and spectator zones. As per the last newsletter the 
venue for this event is considered a workplace and 
therefore I am required by the department to keep staff 
safe. Movement of parents will be strictly limited to 
restricted “Spectator Zones” only. These zones will be 
clearly marked and will include access to the canteen, 
Parents and Community BBQ and the toilets. As these 
areas will be limited in area we ask that parents consider 
the number of family members who attend. Parents are 
required to follow the current SA Health advice in terms of 
checking in via the QR code, maintaining physical 
distancing of 1.5 square metres and non attendance if you 
are unwell.  We seek everyone’s cooperation with adhering 
to this advice and remaining in the spectator areas 
throughout the day. Whilst we may not have the freedom 
we have had in previous years as spectators, we must be 
thankful that we are able to hold this event and have 
parents attend. Thank you to all those parents who are 
volunteering at the Parents and Community BBQ.  We look 
forward to seeing you there.  

Kind regards, 
Leanne 
 
 

Governing Council Update  
“What does BCCT stand for?” This is the question my 
daughter posed to Jess and I the other night at dinner. I 
took a guess with “betaine-choline-carnitine-transporters” 
(a group of proteins in the body)?” or “Because Cats Can 
Twirl (group of funny cat videos on internet?)”. However, 
both were wrong. “It stands for Bravery, Challenge, Care, 
and Trust” she said proudly. These are our school’s values, 
and it made me smile to think these were top of mind and 
that the school had obviously embedded these values 
effectively one of the points we discussed at the recent 
Governing Council (GC) meeting (e.g. what the school is 
doing well).  

According to last year’s parents survey, PPPS scored 
above the state average on over 56% of the questions 
asked, specifically relating to respect within the school. 
However, results also highlighted an opportunity to improve 
in areas like communication with parents about what is 
expected and how they can assist in their child’s learning. 
These were all areas discussed and GC members, along 
with the leadership team, had the opportunity to workshop 
some good ideas to maintain what is currently done well, 
as well as improve in those areas where improvement is 
needed.  

In addition to this discussion, GC members also were 
provided with a fantastic presentation from Margy Holland 
around the Maths improvement journey for our school so 
far this year, from Georgii Staben re what’s happening in 
the teaching space across all year levels, and from Tyler 
and Grace (SVE representatives) about what students 
have been doing year to date. For the second meeting of 
the year the standard was set, and we look forward to more 
discussion and input moving into term 2.           

Anthony Venning 
Chairperson  
 
 
 
 

Teacher’s Report to Governing Council (week 8) 
At each Governing Council meeting, the teacher 
representative reports on what has been happening across 
the year levels. We will provide this information in the next 
newsletter following each meeting. Here is the summary 
from the week 8 meeting: 
 

Year Level Class Happenings 

Reception  Literacy: Heggerty phonological 
awareness program 

 Bookmaking 

 Maths – subitising book (number) 

Year 1  Excursion to Bowker Oval for mapping 

 Literacy - recount & procedure writing 

 Maths - skip counting & patterns 
(number) 

Year 2  Class pet lizard 

 Describing & classifying animals – 
taxidermy 

 Maths - Trust the count (number) 

 Questioning for research 

Year 3  HASS – states & territories – man-made 
and natural features 

 Literacy – narrative – working with 
literacy coach 

 Maths – place value 

Year 4  Rounding / ordering numbers 

 Analysing comparative report to write 

 Excursion - MOD art gallery - Aboriginal 
displays 

Year 5  Passion Project - presenting this week - 
time management, planning, 
organisation 

 Excursion to Woodhouse Activity Centre 

 Persuasive text (writing) 

 Maths - department - place value 

Year 6  Department units of maths 
prime/composite, integers in everyday 
situations 

 Science - biology 

 HASS - federation 

 About to embark on the STEM problem 

Year 7  Department maths units of work - 
squared numbers / +- integers 

 Digital citizenship - online behaviour 

 Art - elements of art - design graduation 
certificates 

Performing 
Arts 

 Senior Choir – Holdfast cluster 

 Rhythm sticks 

 Tinikling performance - Philipino dance 

French  Pen pals (y7); grammar (5/6); family 
(3/4); days & months (R-2) 

PE  Sports day preparation 

 Athletics - numeracy in physical 
education lessons 

 
 
 
 
 



NAPLAN  
(National Assessment Program Literacy and 
Numeracy)  

NAPLAN is a nationally developed program that provides 
all schools in Australia with information on how education 
programs are working and what areas need to be prioritised 
for improvement. NAPLAN takes place in term 2 from 11–
21 May. All students in years 3, 5, 7 & 9 take part in the 
testing program, which tests reading, writing, conventions 
of language and numeracy. The students do not have to 
learn specific skills for the NAPLAN tests but will be given 
the opportunity to become familiar with the NAPLAN tests 
and with ways of showing their answers before they do the 
tests.  

Our school took part in the National Coordinated Practice 
Test (NCPT) today with our year 3 students and four year 
5 students.  The results are not collected or marked. The 
NCPT is only to check that our technology systems will 
manage and our students get a chance to practice under 
test conditions and see what some of the questions might 
look like. All classes have an opportunity to complete the 
omnibus and writing practice tests. 

A parent information brochure and other information for 
parents is available at: 

www.nap.edu.au/naplan/parent-carer-support  

Parents have the option to withdraw their children from the 
NAPLAN tests for philosophical or religious reasons. If you 
wish to withdraw your child from the process, please 
contact the school to complete and sign a withdrawal form 
by Friday 30 April (week 1 term 2).  
 
 

Finance Update 
A reminder to all eligible families that 
school card applications need to be 
completed every year. Please complete 
your application as soon as possible via 
this link.  
All school fees are now due. 

 
 
 

School Photos 
The year 6 & 7 children will have their photographs taken 
on Wednesday 28 April (week 1, term 2). Catch up photos 
and any sibling photos not taken last week will also be 
taken on this day. 
 
 

End of Term Casual Day 
Friday 9 April 
The Student Voice Executive has chosen the Hutt Street 
Centre as the charity for our casual day on the last day of 
this term. Children are invited to dress in casual clothes and 
bring a gold coin donation. 

Hutt St Centre aims to end 
homelessness for every person who 
walks through their doors, with care 
and without judgement. They 
support nearly 2000 people a year, 

serving meals and providing social work and support 
services. They also assist up to 200 people a day with 
health services, recreational activities, training and 
employment programs, legal aid and housing.  
 
 
 

Information Technology 
Cyberbullying 
Online bullying can have a devastating impact on young 
people, whose online life is a key part of their identity and 
how they interact socially.  

Cyberbullying behaviour takes many forms, such as 
sending abusive messages, hurtful images or videos, nasty 
online gossip, excluding or humiliating others, or creating 
fake accounts in someone’s name to trick or humiliate 
them.  

This term we have had SAPOL visit our year 4-7 classes to 
discuss cyber safety and cyberbullying. 

Do you think your child is being bullied online? 
Your child may not tell you if they are experiencing bullying 
behaviour online because of a fear it might make things 
worse for them or they may lose access to their devices 
and the internet. 

Signs to watch for: 

 being upset after using the internet or their mobile 
phone 

 changes in personality, such as becoming more 
withdrawn, anxious, sad or angry  

 appearing more lonely or distressed  

 unexpected changes in friendship groups  

 a decline in their school work  

 changes in their sleep patterns  

 avoidance of school or clubs  

 a decline in their physical health  

 becoming secretive about their online activities and 
mobile phone use 

For a guide to online bullying for parents and carers, please 
see this link: 

https://www.esafety.gov.au/parents/big-
issues/cyberbullying  

Georgii Staben 
Technology Coach 
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Wellbeing & Engagement 
Slowing down the pace and building self-belief 
Over the course of a week I have many conversations with 
students, some more formal than others. Most of these 
conversations centre on self-image, fear of judgement and 
worry. A resource that I have found useful in forming 
positive outcomes for students is the book “Note to Self - 
The Secrets of Calm” by Rebekah Ballagh. It is a very easy 
read and involves pictures and strategies that speak to 
children (and adults actually) of all ages. It would be great 
to go through this nifty resource with your child in a quiet 
moment at home to build your relationship with them. It 
really does seek to settle, calm and build their self-image 
with lots of ideas and activities to help build calm back into 
their life. Check it out.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Student Voice Executive Update 
Bullying 
At assembly our students from SVE did a series of skits to 
address the differences between bullying and someone just 
having a bad day and being mean (a common problem in 
incidents recorded in the yard and in the class). Our SVE 
team did an effective job of explaining to children the 
difference through role play and explaining some of the 
facts around bullying and its effect on children.  

In the coming days our SVE members will be out in the yard 
wearing high-vis shirts to help with teachers on duty to 
direct children to teachers if they have a yard issue. Our 
SVE have also been looking at a student portal attached to 
our website that children can use to record a bullying issue. 
We have also been looking at a new behaviour guide for 
classrooms and providing feedback on this so behaviours 
that don’t fit with our policy are effectively dealt with and 
children are helped to improve their behaviour.  

Mobile Phones and Personal Devices 

Last week the student voice team spoken to all children at 
assembly about the mobile phone/personal devices policy 
to ensure there was clarity among our children who carry a 
device or have a smart watch. They wanted to ensure that 
this technology is not abused at school and used for its 
intended purpose.  

Jamie Meredith 
Senior Leader – Wellbeing & Engagement 
 
 
 
 

Library News 
Premiers Reading Challenge 
The Ambassadors for the 
Premier’s Reading Challenge 
have shared their love for 
reading in videos! 

To find out more about our 
Ambassadors after you have 
watched these videos, take a look at their profiles.  

https://premiersreadingchallenge.sa.edu.au/ambassadors-
page/video-promotions/  

The veritable virtuoso Vivonne has almost completed the 
brand new PRC wall in the Picture Book room. This year 
we’ve taken inspiration from the PRC primary poster and 
the theme for Book Week which is: “Old Worlds, New 
Worlds, Other Worlds”. A decision on the stickers for the 
wall is in the works. Good luck with the Premier's Reading 
Challenge this year and please contact us should you need 
any support.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Scholastic Book Club 
A reminder that orders for the Scholastic Book Club can 
only be done online via www.scholastic.com.au/loop.  We 
are unable to accept cash orders at school. Thank you. 

Happy reading, 
Tracey, Anne and Caroline 

 
 
 
 

Spare Clothes 
As we head into the cooler/wetter 
months, things may start to get a little 
muddy outside! We ask families to pack a 
spare set of clothes if their children like to 
play in the mud. A pair of gum boots is 
also a great idea. A spare set of clothes, 
particularly for our younger children, is a good idea at any 
time of year as they occasionally may have an “accident” at 
school.  

The office is also seeking donations of second hand, small 
size (4-6) shorts, skorts, dresses and pants to use for those 
occasions that children have an accident at school but don’t 
have a change of clothes. If you have any spares at home 
that no longer fit your child, please drop them at the front 
office. Thank you! 
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Assembly Acknowledgements 

Congratulations to the following children and classes 
who were acknowledged at the last assembly 

for upholding our school values: 
 

 Tom M & Tyler F (LA2-2)  
Care – for helping another student who had hurt 
themselves. They stopped and helped even though it 
happened after school. 

 Lachlan D (LA2-11) 
Care – for helping junior primary students in the school 
yard and making sure they have someone to play with. 

 Tyler C & Grace F (LA2-5) 

Bravery & Challenge – for presenting their SVE 
experiences with Governing Council. 

 Gracie L (LA4-4) 
For showing all our school values and always being a 
role model and doing your best. 

 Hayley P (LA4-4) 

Challenge – for always completing your learning tasks 
to the best of your ability. 

 Ayva L (LA1-5) 
Care – for enquiring after the wellbeing of others. 

 Graham M (LA1-5) 

Challenge – for having a go at independent writing for 
his excursion recount. 

 Skylar C (LA1-4) 
Care & Bravery – for always trying her hardest in her 
learning (especially reading). Well done! 

 Ollie S (LA1-4) 
Challenge – for challenging himself in his maths 
learning (trusting the count and place value). Well 
done! 

 Noah T (LA1-6) 
Bravery – for showing resilience and giving things a go 
when there is a chance you could be wrong. 

 Matteo D (LA1-6) 
Trust – Ms Harris can always trust that you are trying to 
be the best that you can be. 

 Lila K (LA1-6) 

Challenge – for trying hard to demonstrate more 
learning in lessons. 

 George C (LA2-7) & Ed L (1-7) 
Care, Challenge & Bravery – for showing leadership in 
science and helping classmates during learning 
activities. 

 Teya R (LA2-2) 

Challenge & Bravery – for being brave to ask for help, 
then taking on the challenge to complete the task of 
writing her hypothesis for her science investigation. 

 Taylor A (LA2-5) 
Care & Challenge – for completing learning tasks in 
science to a high standard, seeking feedback and 
building on her learning from this feedback. 

 All of LA1-8 

Care – all children in our class have been showing care 
by learning about giving and receiving compliments and 
have been overheard speaking with kindness. 

Bravery      Care      Challenge      Trust 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

French Update 
Bonjour! 

This term the year 5/6 classes are learning to write recounts 
in French. They are focusing on personal pronouns and 
verb conjugation from present to past tense, to write about 
things they have done during the school holidays.  

Some examples are: 

 je suis allé (I went) 

 j'ai mangé (I have eaten/I ate) 

 j'ai aimé (I have liked/I liked) 

 était (was) 

 il y avait (there were) 

 il n'y avait pas (there were not) 

The children have also been learning how to change a 
sentence from positive to negative, using mathematical 
language. Each student has created their own poster to 
explain the equation and to show their understanding of the 
language rules. 

Negative: 

ne + (verb) + pas = do not 

ne + (verb) + plus = not anymore 

ne + (verb) + jamais = never 

Don't forget to visit the French website for more information 
about the French learning going on in the other year levels 
this term. 

https://paringaparkpsfrench.weebly.com  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
À bientôt! 
Bronte Ellison & Mathieu Denis 
 
 

https://paringaparkpsfrench.weebly.com/


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In Geography, the year 1s have been learning about mapping skills.  Last week, LA1-3, 1-4, 1-5 and 1-6 went to Bowker 
Oval and, in small groups, mapped the oval.  Here are some photos and recounts from the day. 

Year 1 

Today our class went to Bowker 
Oval. First we mapped Bowker 
Oval then we did some sports day 
stuff.  We did egg and spoon race.  
Then we ate our fruit then we had a 
play in the park then we came back 
to class.  Then I ate my recess.  I 
felt happy.   

By Jemma P LA1-4 

This morning we went on an 
excursion to Bowker Oval. First 
we walked to Bowker Oval and 
saw bees. Next we got there 
and did a scavenger hunt, it 
wasn’t very hard. After that, we 
made a map, mine was very 
pretty. Next we did some 
activities to practise for Sports 
Day. After that, we had free 
time. You could have played on 
the playground or the oval. 
Last, we walked back and 
made it just in time for recess. I 
enjoyed having free time. 

By Chloe C LA1-5 

On Thursday we went to Bowker St 
Oval. First we had a talk and then we 
did our maps. Then we had a play. We 
had our fruit and then we had a practice  
for Sports Day. My favourite part was 
when we went to the garden. We went 
back to school and we had a good time.  

By Henry B LA1-3 



  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Amazing Scientists In Action… 

Meet Cruz and Declan. These 
scientists have been discovering 
the concept of colour creation. 
Here the boys noticed that the 
colour of the pom pom changes 
when you put it in a coloured cup. 
Then they tried this with another 
coloured pom pom and cup. Here 
is their report on their 
observations. 

 

Science Investigation Learning  

with Dr Andrew Walters 

Here are the year 6s involved with science investigation skills with Dr Andrew Walters. Andrew is our Scientist in 
Residence and will be working with us in the Science program this year as a part of the CSIRO STEM Professionals in 
Schools. The children are exploring the process of the Scientific Method, a method that scientists use for discovery and 
investigation. The children will complete their investigations and present these to Andrew next term. 



Mathematics - The History of Number  

To start our maths journey this year, LA 1-6 were busy 
investigating numbers and their uses. A short survey 
revealed that most children thought that maths was 
something confined to an individual lesson and was 
primarily focused on counting. They did not believe that 
they used maths at home or when playing. A walk around 
the school soon revealed that numbers were everywhere; 
on cars, on signs, on classroom doors; even on our clothes. 
At home, the children soon found more numbers on their 
washing machines, on clocks, on ovens and on bottles. The 
class was soon aware that numbers were everywhere and 
they started to appreciate that we depend on them all the 
time.  

This week in our class, we have started to investigate our 
number system, it's history and how it works. We found that 
numbers were not invented until there was a need for them. 
Cavemen had little need for written numbers as they led a 
hunter/gatherer lifestyle and didn't own much. In such 
instances, it is likely that things were counted using body 
parts.  

However the introduction of farming and ultimately trading 
meant that people soon had a need to make records to stop 
cheats. The earliest number forms were that of tally marks, 
which were fine for small numbers. However, as life 
became more complex, these methods were no longer 
sufficient. Many civilisations came up with their own ways 
to record larger numbers. Many of these systems including 
Greek, Egyptian and Hebrew numerals, were essentially 
extensions of tally marks. They used a range of different 
symbols to represent larger values.  

Egyptian Numerals 

By the 8th century, Indian mathematicians had perfected a 
system. Their system was then spread through Europe by 
merchants, scholars and conquerors and ultimately spread 
around the world. In the 15th century this system became 
the most widely used system in the world and is the system 
we use today.  

Babylonian Numerals 

In LA 1-6, we have learnt that our number system is called 
Base 10. It uses only ten digits; 0, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8 and 
9 which are put together in different positions to make a 
numeral. The position of each digit reflects its value. By 
understanding the value of each digit we can then use it to 
calculate.  Each position shows a different power of ten 
starting on the right and increasing to the left. At this point 
you are probably asking "Why 10?" The simplest answer is, 
it is an accident of biology - we have ten fingers. If an alien 
had created our number system we'd probably work in 
Base 8. 

A firm favourite for helping children understand the Base 
ten system is simply bundling pop sticks. Children roll a die, 
collect the corresponding amount of pop sticks and when 
they reach collect ten they tie them together with an elastic 
band. How many will they collect in two minutes? When the 
time is up, they count their pop sticks as bundles of ten and 
ones. This activity helps children to appreciate that tens are 
made from ones. Once children have an understanding of 
the value of numbers they can start to write, order, compare 
and calculate.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Beth Harris 
Mathematics Lead Improvement Team 

 

 

 

 


