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TERM 3
Diary Dates:
August
Monday 10
 SAPSASA Volleyball
 Environment Committee 3.30pm
 Governing Council Exec 6pm
 Governing Council 7pm
Wednesday 12
 Year 2 Monarto Zoo excursion
 Port Power visit year 5/6
Thursday 13
 Year 6/7 Growth & Develop.
Monday 17
 PUPIL FREE DAY
 Science Week
Wednesday 19
 Special recess – donut day
Friday 21
 School Disco
R-3 5pm – 6:30pm
4-7 7pm – 8:30pm
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Dear Families,
As we move forward throughout this term, we spare a thought for our Victorian colleagues and
families who are in Stage 4 with significant restrictions on their lives. We continue to be grateful to
be in South Australia, but as we have experienced these past few days with a number of local
cases, we must remain vigilant and not complacent. We are sincerely thankful and appreciative of
the ongoing support and understanding of our school community in maintaining vigilance around
social distancing, the restricted access to our school areas and classrooms and children and
parents staying at home when they are unwell. Please do not underestimate how much this is
valued and appreciated by our staff. Next week we will be having an evacuation practice in
preparation for the unlikely event of having to evacuate the school for COVID-19. We have a
detailed plan of how this would occur and we will seek feedback from staff following the practice
to make any improvements should they be necessary to ensure that this would be a smooth, calm
and orderly process.
A word about the school disco on 21 August
The Parents and Community Committee (P&C) have developed a comprehensive plan around the
school disco on 21 August to ensure the safety of all children, parents and volunteers. The
guidelines developed will be communicated to families via email prior to the event and the P&C
are seeking the co-operation of all parents with adhering to these procedures. I would like to flag
however, that should the South Australian situation change and we receive advice from SA Health
or the department, or should the P&C members feel that the risks are too great for the disco to be
held, the event will be cancelled. This may be at short notice. Hopefully it won’t come to this!
Staffing and baby news!
This term we welcomed back Bronte Ellison after Maternity Leave. Bronte is teaching French
Mondays and Tuesdays and Gemma Dupont Wednesdays-Fridays. Murray Oliver continues his
leave and Douglas Brookes maintains his groundsperson position throughout this period. We also
welcomed Katie Dixon this week who will be teaching in Ebony Wilkey’s class whilst she is on long
service leave for 4 weeks. Welcome (again!!) Katie!
A big congratulations to Chanelle Pomeroy and her husband, Jarrod, on the birth of their second
child and first son, Flynn Robert born Monday 27 July at 8.09am.

Pupil Free Day
Monday 17 August
School Closure
Friday 6 November

SMS Absence Number
0476 857 224

School Values
Bravery Care
Challenge Trust
SA Term Dates for 2020
Term 3
Term 4

20 Jul to 25 Sept
12 Oct to 11 Dec

Traffic Monitors
Week 4
Morning: Amelie & Kaitlynn
Afternoon: Julia & Rosie
Week 5
Morning: Grace H & Isabella
Afternoon: Kristian & Will

AILA award
We were thrilled to hear that our school was successful in winning the South Australian Landscape
Architect Award for our outdoor learning environment and nature play area. This award recognises
achievement in design, planning, communications and research that is based upon the
development of innovative, creative and practical solutions to landscape architectural challenges.
The category we won was “Healthy Parks Healthy People”. We were particularly thrilled to win this
award, in part because of our extensive consultation with the school community. Here are the
judges comments:
Paringa Park Primary School demonstrates the very best of nature-based play and design in
South Australia for learning environments and was the standout choice for the Healthy Parks
Healthy People award in 2020 demonstrating exceptional application of the principles detailed
in Creating Greener Places for Healthy and Sustainable Communities.
Creating integrated connections to nature using an immersive consultation process, the
design exemplifies building stronger communities by reflecting the site’s context and the
needs of the school now and into the future.
Focused on children of primary school age, the generations of children who will use and enjoy
the space will engender positive health and well-being for the school’s community.
Schools have a vital role in supporting and adding to our resilient neighbourhoods, reflecting
their ideals and aims both within their student cohort and the wider community.
Paringa Park Primary School not only reflects these principles, it delivers a usable space that
worked around existing trees, and creating a space that fosters increased habitat and
biodiversity through plant selections to encourage small birds, native butterflies and lizards.
Congratulations to Peter Semple Landscape Architect and Paringa Park Primary School!
We also featured in an article in The Advertiser on 25 July highlighting the award (see next page).
Keep safe and stay healthy,
Leanne

21 Bowker Street, North Brighton SA 5048 Phone: 8296 8904 Fax: 8296 9401
info@paringpkps.sa.edu.au
www.paringpkps.sa.edu.au

Literacy for all
Early in term 1, I outlined the essential skills required when
children learn how to read. We had Kathryn Anderson, our
speech and language pathologist run a workshop for
parents to deepen their understanding of phonological
awareness. Just to recap……...
Phonological awareness is a broad skill that includes
identifying and manipulating units of oral language – parts
such as words, syllables, and onsets and rimes. Strong
phonological awareness skills are one of the best early
predictors for reading success.
Phonemic awareness refers to the specific ability to focus
on and manipulate individual sounds (phonemes) in spoken
words.
To support all children to develop their phonological
awareness and empower them with the tools to succeed as
readers, our reception and year 1 teachers have
implemented the Heggerty phonemic awareness program.
The program is a 35 week daily phonemic awareness
series of lessons. We will have the opportunity during
Governing Council on Monday night to watch a classroom
demonstration.
Each morning between 9am and 9.15am all reception and
year 1 children explicitly practice 7-8 phonemic awareness
skills and 2 early literacy skills. The lessons are oral and
auditory.

The Library Loop

The Reading Challenge finishes on 4 September so time is
running out. Any 12 books you’ve read this year can be
entered. Congratulations to the following children for
recently completing their Premier’s Reading Challenge.
Hamish H-B.
4-3

Milla E.
4-3

Nika Z.
4-1

Hermione C.
2-10

Taylah B.
4-1

Willow D.
4-4 (2nd)

Sethuja D.
1-4

Hayden B.
1-6

Hanna C.
1-3 (5th)

Sienna C.
4-4

Oliver B.
4-4

Jada W.
1-6

Harry T.
1-1

Portia G.
2-6

Alexi R.
1-3

Lewis N.
1-6

Tilly L.
1-1

Taylor A.
2-2

To assess and monitor progress and to plan for instruction,
reception children participate twice a year in a
Phonological Awareness Skill Mapping Test: PASM
Assessment in term 1, week 6 and term 4 in week 2. The
assessment tells teachers how children are progressing in
phonological awareness. It allows children to demonstrate
what they know and can do and clarifies for teachers their
childrens’ skill level for the sub skills and phonemic
awareness skills.
At the start of the year 81% of our year 1 children reached
benchmark on the PASM test and now, just half way
through the year, all but one child has reached benchmark.
At the start of the year teachers identified 'producing
rhymes' as an area that needed to be developed. Even
though children were able to match rhymes, a quarter of
children could not think of a word that rhymes with a given
word. After working on this with children, all but one child
can do this consistently and confidently.
The teachers have reported that all children have shown
growth in their phonological awareness skills, despite the
interruptions of learning due to COVID. The majority of
children are now able to blend sounds, segment 3 sounds
and even delete sounds, showing that the children have
reached an end of year 1 level in just half a year. The next
steps for children is to focus on segmenting 4 sounds.
Tracey Bennett

Happy reading,
Tracey, Anne and Caroline

Wellbeing & Engagement

Sleep- Why kids need it more than ever!

At last Friday’s assembly I had a
chat with children about how to be
safe in and around the school after
a few incidents occurred in previous
weeks these conversation involved
the following:

This week is Sleep Awareness Week. It seems so simple
and logical that to function better at work and at school you
just need to go to bed. But for a child today that is harder
than ever. Most often children don't actually understand the
feeling of being tired and fight it, feeling like they are
missing out and want to extend the day. Sound familiar? I
myself have the same battles with my kids around sleep.
There is no miracle potion to solve such a problem and with
so many distractions for kids today (internet, phones,
tablets, gaming consoles, TV) it is a very hard job as a
parent and it can seem easier to just let them stay up, but
please hold firm.

1. When waiting for the bell in the
mornings at all gates, it is
important that children and
families line up along the path
and don't crowd the gate and
spill onto the road in an attempt
to be first into school. We want to keep all children and
families safe by making sure you line up along the path
provided.
2. When leaving the school by bike or scooter, it is
important that if you wish to cross Margaret St and
Bowker St that you do so at the crossing on Bowker St
and not diagonally across Margaret and Bowker St as
this is dangerous.
3. When leaving school either by walking or riding that
before you go to cross the road, you check by looking
both ways as the 3 streets around our school are
exceptionally busy each day and drivers may not always
be aware of those children around them.
4. The roads around our school are busy places and they
are no place for children to be silly. The roads are for
cars and not for children. If you need to cross a road on
your walk home please be careful and mindful that cars
and other vehicles have right of way.
5. Over the last holiday break ‘walk’ signs have been repainted on the ground around the school. This is to
influence our year 5-7 students to slow down and walk
around buildings. We want to avoid anyone being
seriously injured by students running around corners of
buildings.
It would be so appreciated if you could speak to your
children about these safety measures to back up my chat
with them last week at assembly as safety is everybody's
business.
Lego League is go in 2020!
The Lego League competition
has begun. The topic is Replay
and has a fitness focus. Lego
League is a Team STEM
competition with a focus on real
world
application
problem
solving and coding. It is for
students aged 9-16 and a link is
below if you want to know more.
Kelly Mitchell and I will be the
coaches and over the next 2
weeks will be selecting 2 teams
of 6 to compete in the competition at Immanuel College in
November. We have a number of children very keen to be
a part of this and we will be running a number of trials to
see if children are interested. We are, however, short of
year 7 children who we thought would be very interested in
this opportunity, so please speak to your children and show
them the video link and discuss it with them as Kelly and I
have been in class.
https://www.firstlegoleague.org/about

Children aged 6-13 should be getting between 9-11 hours
of sleep each night. In this time the brain is disabling old
neural connections and thickening new connections that
develop during their day at school. Especially at ages 12
upwards, studies have shown that the brain has a ‘mass
clean out’ in preparation for adulthood and a
reconfiguration of the brain. It is so important that as
parents we protect this time and hold firm in making sure
they get this time to sleep.
Tips for getting a better night’s sleep for your child:
1. Limit TV and devices at least 1 hour before bedtime
2. Make the room cool, dark and quiet for sleep
3. Talk regularly about the importance of sleep and the
brain science behind it
4. Ensure there is no access to devices or TV in their room
5. Have a consistent bedtime schedule that they
understand
6. Avoid caffeine consumption by your child
7. Use apps like Calm or Smiling Mind that have sleep
stories to settle your child
8. Read with your child as hearing your voice reading helps
settle them
It's such a simple part of life, but without us enforcing it with
our kids, it can cause so many problems for them later in
life. Sleep well this weekend!
Jamie Meredith

Mathematics in Year 3

Cyber Safety Workshops

The year 3s in LA 4-4 have been working on recognising
the connection between addition and subtraction. These
are ‘inverse operations’ which means they can reverse
each other. To do this we are using a number of different
strategies including fact families and recalling addition facts
for single digit numbers, also known as ten facts.

Did you know 87% of Australians
access the internet daily?
Do your children?

A fact family can be defined as a group of math facts or
equations created using the same set of numbers. The fact
family shows the relationships between the three numbers
involved. In an addition and subtraction fact family, there
are two addition and two subtraction sentences created
using three numbers.
For example:
9+7 =16
7+9 =16
16-7=9
16-9=7
Using the 3 numbers below, we can create the 4 fact
families:

On Thursday 27 August, children
in years 3-7 will be participating
in Cyber Safety sessions
presented
by
the
South
Australian Police. These free sessions are based on the
ThinkUKnow program and cover what young people may
SEE, SAY and DO online, the challenges they might face
and how they can be overcome.
The content of the presentations is outlined below.
Years 3 – 4
Students will learn about how the internet is used, why
unidentifiable usernames and passwords are essential to
maintaining privacy and security and why adult supervision
and permission is important before signing up to apps and
websites. There will be conversations around online
gaming, cyberbullying, respectful language and talking to
people online. Along with this, the session will also cover
safe searching and what help is available.
Year 5 - 7
Students in this educational session will have discussions
around the benefits of technology, how to keep themselves
safe online and the importance of being respectful, along
with questioning whether the information found online is
reliable. There will be conversations around building skills
to deal with challenges online, not giving into peer
pressure, making good decisions online and learning from
mistakes.
This session will establish how to protect personal
information, giving consideration to what photos, videos
and content is being shared online along with how social
media can impact their futures. Students will learn about
cyberbullying and what they can do to minimise bullying, as
well as maintaining respectful relationships, sending
images and about image-based abuse. The presenter will
also talk about meeting people online and staying safe, as
well as how to get help and what support services are
available.

Jo Scott

Hot Cinnamon Donuts!!
On Wednesday 19 August (week 5) the canteen will be
selling hot cinnamon donuts for a special recess.

80c each or 2 for $1.50
They will be available for purchase on the day, but to avoid
the long queues and possible disappointment, pre-order via
Qkr from next week. Pre-orders close Friday 14 August.

Please email kelly.mitchell429@schools.sa.edu.au if you
require any more information or if you are not comfortable
with your child participating in these sessions.
Kelly Mitchell

Out of School Hours Sports
All Out of School Hours sports are self-funded and rely on
prompt payment to cover team registration, equipment and
other associated costs. An invoice is sent home once
teams are finalised by the coordinators and can be paid via
Qkr or at the front office. The Out of School Hours Sports
Committee made a determination earlier in the year that all
sports fees have a 14 day due date, followed by a reminder
giving families a final 7 days in which to pay. After this
timeframe, any child whose fees remain unpaid will be
ineligible to play. We thank those families who have already
paid their fees promptly.

Year 7 to High School Update
Seniors Jumpers
As previously advised to families, next year we will have
different designs for the seniors jumpers for our graduating
year 6 and 7 children. All current year 5 and 6 children were
given the opportunity to vote on their preferred designs
earlier in the year. Next week the working party will be
meeting to finalise the designs before we go to production.
Our supplier, JS Sports, is a local Adelaide firm and as such
the supply of our jumpers should not be impacted by any
COVID factors. We will provide more information to families
about ordering via the online portal next term.

Support for students with a disability
Moving from primary to high school is important for all
students, and especially so for students with disability.
The key focus remains on setting students with disability up
for success.
The department has established extra specialised
education options (formerly known as ‘special options’) for
the move of year 7 to high school in 2022. These are in
addition to the schools that already have these spaces. You
can read more about the high schools receiving the new
facilities.

Assembly Acknowledgements
Congratulations to the following children
who were acknowledged at the last assembly
for upholding our school values:


Amelia B (LA1-4)
For beautiful bookwork and staying on task in
French.



Peter J (LA4-3)
For being an excellent “word detective” when
translating French to English.



Hendrix L (LA1-4)
For challenging himself in French by showing
persistence when writing difficult words.



Sam T (LA4-1)
For being such a creative writer and being brave
discussing Super Hero.



Taylah B (LA4-1)
For always being trustworthy and reliable, you are
a great leader!



Olivia C (LA2-11)
For taking it upon herself to explain to younger
children about appropriate behaviour. You acted
calmly, responsibly and maturely.



Benson B (LA1-4)
For working hard all lesson and efficiently writing
the French colours. Bravo!

These schools were chosen based on where the
department expects families will need disability support the
most.
Two new birth to year 12 schools are also being built in the
north and south of Adelaide, which will open in 2022. Each
will have capacity for 100 inclusive learning spaces for
students with disability. The enrolment processes are
currently being determined.
The specialised education options process will remain the
same. Students will continue to be reviewed in their final
primary school year to assess their specialised education
option placement for high school.
If your child is moving to high school as a year 7 in 2022,
the review process will take place when your child is in year
6 in 2021. This means that in 2021, both year 6 and year 7
students will be reviewed and offered places for high school
in 2022.
Your primary school is your key source of information about
the move to high school in 2022. They will keep you
informed with assessment, panel and transition information
including transport eligibility criteria where applicable speak
to your school in the first instance.
Please visit the department's website for regular updates
on the move of year 7 to high school.

Thank you
With the move to online uniform sales, we
sadly say goodbye to Julie Ratsch who has
volunteered her time in the uniform shop and
on the Dress Code committee for many years,
even continuing to volunteer after her children
had moved on to high school. Julie’s
knowledge of all things uniform has been
second to none, and we sincerely thank her
for her commitment and dedication to Paringa
Park Primary School. We will miss you, Julie!

Bravery

Care

Challenge

Trust

