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Diary Dates: 
 
 

April 
 
Friday 3 

 Pyjama Day 

 Last day of term 1 
3:05pm dismissal 

Monday 6 – Thursday 9 

 Pupil Free Days 
 

Monday 27 

 Pupil Free Day 
 

Tuesday 28 

 Term 2 begins 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
SMS Absence Number 

0476 857 224 
 

 
SA Term Dates for 2020 

Term 1    28 Jan  to  9 April 
Term 2    27 Apr  to  3 July 
Term 3    20 Jul   to  25 Sept 
Term 4    12 Oct  to  11 Dec 
 
 

School Values 

Bravery  Care  
 Challenge  Trust 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Dear Families, 

Pupil Free Days 
The Government has announced that the whole of week 11 this term (Monday 6 – Thursday 
9 April) will be Pupil Free Days. This will enable staff to focus on preparing for flexible 
teaching and learning. Please refer to the email sent to all families yesterday from the Minister 
for Education, John Gardner.  

The Department for Education this week launched the Our Learning SA curriculum portal 
which provides resources for families who choose to keep their children at home.  

Q & A  and Journaling with your children - COVID-19 
COVID-19 is a hard topic to stop talking about as it is changing our lives so much daily. 
However for young people, their comprehension of this is very much biased by what they see 
and hear in the media - which at the moment is very panic based in order to get us to watch 
more and lift ratings. At a time like this it is always good to talk to your child and get them to 
explain their fears and ask questions for which they have no answer. However for adults, it 
can be hard for us to answer without panicking them further. The link I have included has 
some answers to those tricky questions and gives them in a calm and informed way. Please 
take the time to have a look and continue to talk with your children to allay their fears. 
Continue talking about it and if possible get them to journal their experiences daily as it will 
make for a great read in 20 years from now while also giving them the chance to dump their 
thoughts in a safe and calm manner. Typo have some great journals for kids of all ages. 

https://developingminds.net.au/blog/2020/3/19/answering-childrens-questions-about-
coronavirus   

SVE DJ’s 
To brighten up the yard and create some great atmosphere for our children still at school, our 
SVE reps have been playing DJ at recess and lunch by taking a large speaker out in the yard 
and providing some music for children to dance to. It has definitely helped children and 
teachers dance through their lunchtime. We may extend this into next term by developing a 
radio station. Stay tuned to Paringa 101.Play! 

Crazy Hair Day 
A massive thank you to the school community for supporting the SVE run Crazy Hair Day in 
support of the Leukaemia Foundation and the James Payne Family. We raised nearly $800 
and the SVE children had a fantastic time playing hair dressers on the day. It was really well 
supported by children and even teachers and leaders got in on the act. Have a look at some 
of the crazy do’s later in this newsletter! 

Stay tuned for SVE‘s next act of kindness next term as we are already in the planning phases. 
Student voice is alive at Paringa! 

Wellbeing Survey 
A letter will come home today or early next week about your child completing the online survey 
about their wellbeing. This data is very useful to us in understanding our student cohort. We 
realise that some aspects of the data will be skewed due to the current state of play, but 
would appreciate your support in ensuring your child takes part in this anonymous collection 
of student feelings around their wellbeing. For those that are isolating at home, an email will 
come to families via the classroom teacher at this stage with the website and the access code 
for your child. The survey portal will close on Friday 4 April. Students at school will begin the 
survey from Monday 30 March. 

Kind regards, 
Leanne, Jamie, Margy & Tracey 

 

 

 

 

 

Newsletter  

2020 Pupil Free Days 
Monday 27 April 
Tuesday 9 June 

Monday 12 October 

School Closure 
Wednesday 9 September 

 

Casual Day 
Friday 3 April 

Last day of term 1 

Wear your pyjamas 
to school 

No donations – it’s 
just for fun! 
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Governing Council Update 
The Governing Council met last week. Leanne introduced 
our new leadership team, and the treasurer, Lisa Richards, 
outlined the financial report and budget variations. Several 
other policies and upcoming events/dates were ratified and 
approved, and sub-committees were reminded that 
individual terms of reference need to be reviewed.  

In line with recent unprecedented events, we also spent 
time talking about how we – as Governing Council 
members, parents of children at our school, and community 
members – felt about and are reacting to the COVID-19 
health crisis. Leanne reassured us that the school is 
receiving regular updates from the department which are 
immediately actioned and passed onto parents, that 
posters regarding safe hand washing have been placed 
around the school, and that all teachers are reminding 
children of safe hand washing practices. 

In unsettling times, and on behalf of all Governing Council 
members, I would like to express my gratitude to all 
members of school staff for what you do. 

To the school community, this is a time for prudence, but 
this is also a time for the bonds of community, friendship, 
and our school’s values to drive our actions (i.e., bravery, 
care, challenge, trust). 

Physical distancing does not have to equal social 
distancing. 

Keep connected with others, be kind, and stay safe.   

Sincerely, 
Dr Anthony Venning 
Governing Council Chairperson 
 

Thank you 
On behalf of all staff, we would like to thank the Paringa 
Park community for your understanding, cooperation and 
support in what has been a challenging time amidst the 
COVID-19 pandemic. All staff are very grateful for the 
emails and letters of encouragement we have received, 
and we appreciate your ongoing support as we continue to 
focus on the wellbeing and continuity of learning for our 
children. Here are some of the lovely messages we have 
received: 

How you have handled things in this uncertain time is 
nothing short of incredible. 

Please know how appreciated you are. Thank you for 
continuing to come to work, for supporting our children and 
the calm you are presenting to them. 

Thank you for looking after our children so well and for your 
regular and well informed communication - We are so 
grateful to you all! Sending all the teachers, support, 
cleaners, leaders and front office staff and their family lots 
of love and gratitude! 

Just a quick note to touch base and thank you and your 
team for all the extra work you are doing in what is a really 
stressful and uncertain time. 

My children are coming home from school talking about the 
meaningful learning they are doing and are still enjoying 
their school day. While they certainly are not oblivious to all 
that is going on around them in the world, your staff are 
maintaining a sense of normality and calm which is very 
much appreciated. The health and hygiene measures that 
the school is taking and the preparation for the 'what if' of a 
school closure, including your communication to families 
has been excellent and hasn't gone unnoticed. 
 

Harmony Day 
Last Friday we celebrated Harmony Day. This was a day to 
celebrate our cultural diversity and is about inclusiveness, 
respect and a sense of belonging for everyone. LA1-10 and 
3-1 put together a wonderful assembly which, despite not 
being able to share with the whole school community, they 
were able to perform to a small audience of children and 
leadership. Across the school, buddy classes came 
together to join in harmony day activities.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Values Acknowledgements 

Congratulations to the following children and classes who 
we acknowledge for upholding our school values: 

 

 Emily C (LA3-1) 

For showing amazing leadership skills. 

 Ava K & Lily S (LA4-1) 
Thank you for always showing care. We appreciate 
your kindness. 

 Lily H & Halle S (LA1-10) 

For encouraging and supporting Leni to be brave and 
join in with our assembly. 

 LA3-1 
For being brave and presenting at assembly. 

 Tyler C (LA2-11) & Oscar S (LA1-9) 
For showing care by reporting damage to the piano 
and cleaning up the environment around this area on 
the weekend. 

 LA2-2 
For planning, researching and presenting plans for 
the Outdoor Learning Environment planter boxes 
and planting with James. 

 Braxton (LA1-6) 
For working responsibly all lesson during French – 
well done! 

 LA4-1 

For working really well all French lesson and being 
the best they can be. Well done! 

 LA2-7 
Well done to the whole class for working really well, 
listening carefully and supporting each other’s 
learning during French. 

 LA1-4 

For showing care by cleaning up the Junior Primary 
COLA at the end of Friday week 4. 

 All of the children who worked with Vivonne last 
year on the mural. You showed all of our school 
values. Thank you! 

 All children at PPPS for showing care and support 

towards the children in LA3-1 – thank you! 

Bravery      Care      Challenge      Trust 

Easter Raffle 

Due to the new pupil free days 
in week 11, we are bringing 
forward the Easter Raffle. All 
books and donations need to 
be returned to school by 
Wednesday 1 April. The 
Parents & Community 
Committee will draw the 
winners with prizes being 
distributed on Friday 3 April 
(week 10). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Thank you to Vivonne for her fabulous reworking of the 
PRC wall in the library which incorporates elements from 
this year’s official poster. 

Congratulations to the following student’s for finishing their 
Premier’s Reading Challenge.   
 

Sophie M. 
4-3 

Sophie T. 
1-5 

Elsie W. 
4-3 

Hayden D. 
1-7 

Evie P. 
1-9 

Zara C. 
4-3 

 
The Premier's Reading Challenge plays an important role 
in promoting the love of reading and this year more than 
any other, children will find joy, continuity and comfort in 
books! With your continued support, our children will keep 
reading and participating in the Challenge! 

In order to make the Premier's Reading Challenge 
achievable for all in this extraordinary year, we will be doing 
the following: 

1. Rules 
Children will still need to read 12 books by September. 
However, they can be ALL FREE CHOICE. We understand 
that it may be difficult to get to libraries so any book children 
choose to read will be accepted – whether on the Premier's 
Reading Challenge booklist or not. 

2. Collecting reading records 
Children will still need to submit their records. A copy of the 
student record can be downloaded here and once 
completed can be sent via email to this address: 
anne.dingle421@schools.sa.edu.au  

3. Awards 
We have been informed that awards will be sent to our 
school in November as in previous years. 

If you are in search of reading materials, our school will 
support reading via our library by doing the following…  

Please consider SA public libraries are free to join and they 
provide access to the OverDrive service, where there are 
thousands of eBook titles (and Audiobook titles) using the 
very user-friendly libby App. This collection has more than 
4,000 different children and young people’s titles and 
includes many Premier’s Reading Challenge books. There 
are other free services for younger readers such as Brightly 
Storytime on YouTube and online story reading at Story 
Time from Space and The Big 
List of Children’s Authors 
Doing Online Read Alouds & 
Activities. 

Good luck with the Premier's 
Reading Challenge this year 
and please contact us should 
you need any support. 

Regards, 
Tracey, Anne and Caroline 
 
 
 
 

https://docs.google.com/document/d/1FhuwDymYaquTYV7jBUCl1h6TLLPLkI2W2C3gh18M9fw/edit
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Crazy 

Hair Day  


